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; pology for his ſo doing, conſidering what unaccountable 


And if a fair Account were given of the Methods of Proce- 


— 


tive thereto, it would far exceed the Bulk of the Sermon 


R E 4D E E. | | * Venn, i 
T is almoſt as difficult to get an handſome Apology for © 
writing, or publiſhing Books, as to find a Subject to : 
write upon. The Author of the following Sermon, if he 
had pleaſed, or could have been prevailed with to ha 
publiſhed it, needed to have been in no Strait about an A» 


reatment he has met with fince it was preached : But 
whether he has been more troubled for the Sermon's Sake, 
or the Sermon for his Sake, is a Queſtion I will not anſwers 

The ſtrange Hiſtory of this Affair, if fully written, and 
ſet in a clear Light, would ſcarcely be believed by Poſterity: 


dure, Remarks, Anſwers, Speeches, and othef Papers rela- 


itſelf, But whether the Public ſhall ever have the Hiſtory 
of theſe Things, or if it ſhall be thought more adviſeable to 
bury them in everlaſting Silence and Oblivion, I am not 
concerned to tell at this Time. Mean while, the Reader 
mult know, that the Author has now ſoggy. Pannel before 
four Synods, and as many Committees oF that Synod, and 
yet they have not judicially found the Sermon guilty of a- 
ny Error, or erroneous Expreſſions. It was brought before 
the Commiſſion of the Church in November laſt, by Ways _— 
and Meang, which, to the Conviction of all that heard of _ 3 
hem, were not fo very laudable. The Commillion, at tat 
Time, did nothing in it, but committed it to ſome for its 
urther ripening againſt March : That Committee did as * 
ittle in it, but referred it back to the Commiſſion, When AY 
arch came, the Commiſſion, without giving any Judg- 
ent on it, left it intirely on its firſt Southern Dreſs, and 


tranſmitted the whole Proceſs to the next General Aſſem - 


bly, as it came from the Synod of Mers and Teviotdalez , 

and the Author is cited tp the Aſſembly, | = 
And thus, per varios caſus, the Sermon is to be before the = 

General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, a Court, Aa 

greater than which, Chriſt, as King and Head of his Church, =» 

hath not this Day upon Earth, a Court where Juſtice, i 
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eie of Troth, ber Friends and Votaries, is expected, 
I dende not, will be had, and that will not ſufſer 


theme ves to be impoſed upon after this. Now, that every 


Member of that Venerable and Honourable Body, may fee 
with bis. own Eyes, without taking Things on Truſt, at ſe- 
—*e6hd Hands, and ſo thay not Vote from the Report, of th 
Pon the Faith of any Committee whatſoever, is, fo far as? 
how, one of the Defipnis of publiſhing the Scrmon at this 


: | * Witte, and which the Author bimſelf has no Hand in; and 
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therefore, whatever Errors or Miſtakes of the Prefs may be 
found thertih, they are not tobe in the leaſt impured to him. 
No Perſon need to queſtion the Genuineneſs of the Sermon: 
Fer the Committee of the Synod, appointed to collate thE 
Copy with the Notes, reported they had a faithful Tratj- 
Icript of them; vor. was it ever ſurmiſed by its greateſt 
Adverſaries, that there was any Thing amiſſing in the Co- 
py given in, that was delivered in the Sermon. A 
hat the Reader may the better underſtand what is be- 
fore him, he would know, That the Committee of the Sy- 
nod of Mers and Tiviotdale, after they had got the Au- 
thor's Papers. from him, did drop their Calumnious Con- 
geſcendence, and drew up a Charge confiſting of Twelve 
Remarks, Twelve Queſtions, and Twelve Slanders: For 
vou muſt know, by the by, that the Number Twelve is 
hat Tome wanton K irkmen have taken Pleaſure to ſport 
themſelves with of late, tho' ſome of them have diſcover- 
ed how ridiculouſly ſtrait ned they have been to find their 
Account. Now the Reader has theſe Paſſages upon which 
tbe Remarks, Queſtions and Slanders ate founded, exactly 
marked out to them with an Aſteriſk (“) at the Beginning, 
and a Dagger (+) at the cloſe of the Paſſage. Know al- 
ſo, that ſeveral Paſſages were reduced by the Committee to 
one and the ſame Remark ; and hence it is, that the ſame 
Number of the Remark will be found affixed to ſeveral 
Places of the Sermon. | | 
The Author being far from ſuſpecting that bis Notes would 
be demanded of him, the Thing being ſo rare and unprece- 
gented, n» wonder he was ſecure, and that the Reverend 
Synod came upon him napping, and that his Papers were 
not every Way ſo well prepared for ſeeing the Light, as o- 
therwiſe they might and would have been; neither was he 


be here and there in the Diſcourſe, he having engaged, av i 
was required, to give in n faithful Copy of his Notes,as 
they ſtood when he prenched the Serman, which was ac 


cordingly done: therefore the Reader would be informed. 
that ſeveral Pieces of the Method that were blank in the 


Notes, and are here filled up, that all the Enlarge ments 
and even the Supply of deficient Words, the Aüthor had 


flipped in writing his Notes, are diſtinctiy marked with ine 'Y T 


verted Commas at Beginning and End; and with all theſe 
Helps, every oneis left to the beſt Improvements of his Tas» 
lent of Invention, to Iþy and ſpell out the imaginary He- 
reſy of this ſo much toſſed and perſecuted Sermon. 
Reader, the Book is yet to be written, and the Sermon 
to be preached by any, not infallibly inſpired, that can eſ- 
cape the Cenſure of every Man. It is eater, by far, to find ' 
Fault with other Mens Works, than for ourſelves to per- 
form any Thing that delerres Commendation : one would 
think, a due Senſe of bur own Weakncſh ſhould make us bear 
with that of others, where no Wickednefs is 1ntended ; but 
we fee it otherwiſe, and that every Man's Underſtanding 
has its own peculiar Taſte, whereby it both cenſureth o- 
ther Men, aud valueth itſelf. And therefore, it needs not 
ſeem ſtrange, that this Sermon has met with ſuch Treat - 


ment from ſome, who would do well to conſider, whes 


ther they have accuſed the Author more faliely, or thems 
felves moſt juſtly, by their ConduR in this Affair, from ſirſt 
to laſt, the grievous Oppreſſion in Body, being toſſed from 
Synod to Committee, and from Committee to Synod, from 
thence to the Commiſſion in the Time of Winter, and a- 
gain in March; the Vexation and Grief of Soul, ſoĩ a Man 
to have his good Name as it were, poſted up and pilloriz - 
ed before the World, without the leaſt Regard to hisfazs 
cred Function and Character, or to the Hindrance it gays _ 
him in the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, beſide what Advantage 
the Devil's Intereſt has got thereby, are Things that cags» 
not well be accounted for, either to God, or his People. 
For, though the World is, and will ſtill be like itſelf, in deal - 
ng its Blows and Benefits at Random, and frequently giv- 
ing the worſt Entertainment to the beſt deferving; yet the. 
Churcbes of Chriſt ought to have no ſuch Cuſtom. 
It is none of my Province to commend the Author, or re- 
commend his Performance; aud 1 am ſure, it is as little my 
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©ourteous, or gentle, thereby to procure his good Acce 


profane and avowed Enemies to Truth and Godlineſs. 


„ There remains a Queſtion or two, that I would gladly 
A be re ſolved in, before I b'd the Reader farewell. . 

3 One is, If a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt be bound by any Law 
BH to deliver up his Papers, which he knows are required, in 
1 order to be improved apainft himſelf? The Reaſon of the 


Queſtion is, becauſe I have heard it ſaid, That Judges are to 
. proceed Secundum Allægata & Prob ata, and what they hear 
= not they are not tobe Judges of: for, put the Caſe, that a 
= Miniſter's malicious Enemy ſhould turn dull and heavy-head- 
ed in Time of Sermon, and, half ſleeping, half waking, he 
ſhould dream, that he had heard ſome Things that do not 
agree with his Way of thinking; is the Preacher obliged 
to gratify that Man's Humour, by refreſhing his Memory 
with his Notes, and to let them be toſſed and teazed by e- 
very ſaucy Dominus fac Totum? The Rarity of the De- 
mand ſeems to prove the Abſurdity of it. But I would wil- 
* Uingly hear the Sentiments of unbiaſſed Lawyers and Divines 
don tbe Head: and I believe, as our Times are like to go, 
Mere may be as impertinent and uſeleſs Queſtions, not only 
| in Summa Thome, but even among our own Aſtronomical 
= Divines at home, who teach the Probability of a World 
Y in the Moon, and the like lunatic Lucubrations. - - 


Another Queſtion is, What would our worthy and zeal. 


ous Reformers ſay, if they were to ſee this Sermon brought 
in a Pannel before a General Aſſembly of the Church of 
= _ Scotland, and the Preacher accuſed for Herely and Slander ? 
= What would theſe honeſt Men ſay, who made that Act, 
Auguſt 2, 1648, for Cenſuring Minifters for their Silence, 
and not ſpeaking to the Corruptions of the Time? Would 
- Fome Men in the Synod of Mers and Teviotdale have got 
Thanks of that Houſe in thoſe Days, for the great Pains 
= they have put themſelves and- others-unto in the whole of 
this Affair? The Reaſon why I propoſe this Queſtion is, 
poecauſe I read in a Sermon of Mr. Robert Bruce's, ſome 
=. Nine Years after he entered the Miniſtry in the City of 
= Eliburgh, and neither doating by reaſon of old Age, . 
= = carried 
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4 4 Deſign to claw the Reader with the Titles of candid, 


tance of it; yet this I may ſay, the Sermon has already 
met with more ungentle and uncourteous Readers, than 
it can ever meet with again, if it keep out of the Hands of 
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T wit} | | 
d away by that which ſome would call the intemperats 
of young Zeal, but in the Two and Forty Year of his 
or thereby, preaching upon the 53ſt Pſalm, among 
Things, he ſpeaks in theſe Words, as they are record- 
Calderwood, Hiſt. P. 366, 367.— It putteth 
the Cape Stone, that ſo many of our own Brethren 
uld not be ſo faithful, as their worthy Calling, and 
> Dignity of this Cauſe craveth. Fy upon falſe Bre- 
en! to ſee them dumb now, fo faint-hearted, when 
comes to the Choke. Not only are they aſhamed to 
ak the Thing they think, which is a Shame in a Paſtor, 
t ſpeak directly againſt their former DoQrine, Oath 
d Subſcription, We have ever been praying for Plant- 
z. but never for good Planting; I had rather have 
e ſincere Heart planted, that is brought out of Nature, 
the Work of the Spirit of Grace, than Twenty or 
Hundred of theſe fine Counterfeits, for all their Learn- 
. Theſe Men are the Wreck of our Kirk. They 
l ſpeak the Truth a while, till they be put at, but in- 
ntinent they w'll turn, and make their Gifts Weapons 
fight againſt Chriſt and his Kingdom: for there. is 
ne ſo malicious as an Apoſtate, when he begins to ſlide 
ck, &c. 
other Inſtance of faithful and plain Dealing, which, 
n Uſe among the honeſt Miniſters of this Church in the 
of Od, I ſhall give from Mr. Row's Manuſcript Hiſ- 
eoncerning Mr. Patrick Simſon, Miniſter at Stirling, 
ned, holy, and ſtraight Man, of whom ſome extraer- 
Things are recorded in the Fulfilling of the Scrip» 
. Being a Man very meek and modeſt, the Court pro- 
| a greater Reſpect for him, than for any other of the 
who. bore Teſtimony apainſt their Declenſions and 
uptions. He happening to preach before King James, 
1592 after, the vile Murder of the Earl of Murray 
lJuntly, who, to ſay no worſe, was connived at by the 
in that Aﬀair. When Mr. Simſon came to apply his 
„ Gen. iv. 9. Whereis Abel thy Brother £ He ſaid to 
Ting publickly, Sir, I aſſure you in God's Name, the 
| will aſk-at you, Where is the Earl of Murray your 
her? Unto which the King anſwered, Mr. Patrick; my 8 
nber-door was never ſteeked upon you, you might ha 
we any Thing you thought in Secret, ae 3 


= 


155 3 herfe(f in noble and royal Hearts, where baſe 
Calumny canne Jeng find Place; „ 5 


- - n * 


E am J 


* Þb,replied, Sir, the Scandal is publics And being ſent For . 
to the Caſtle after Sermon, he went with his Bible under {FR 


his Arm, frying That would anſwer for him. 


Now, what for Slanderers would theſe, and many others 
ke them, eminent for Faitlfulneſ and Honeſty, be reput- 
ed, if they were alive, and fpeaking or acting fo in our 
Day ? What Imprudence at-beſt, if not Impudence, would | 


e Flatterers judge them puilty of? But Wiſdom will at 


length be juſtified of her.Children, As God's Bleſſing on if 
Honeſty and plaln Dealing, brought this Church from very | 


ſmall Beginnings, to à high and honourable Pitch of Re- 
formation ; ſo we have Ground to fear, that Unfaithfulneſs 


in the Matters of God, may, at length, bring us back to 


üttle better than nothing. 


+ Though the Reader may think the Sermon long. as it 


now ſtands, yet he is not to imagine, that it was all delj- 


vered ; for ſeveral Things in the Notes were paſt, for the | 


fake of Time. The Author's Inclination was, That Church 
icatories ſhould firſt have ſaid all their Pleaſure of it, 
fore it ſhould be printed; others thought that Modeſty 
was culpable; in reg rd it could be no Diſſatisfaction or Dif» 
pleaſure to the Members of Aſſembly, but good Service ra- 
ther, to have under their View what they are to judge of: 
and therefore a Way was at length found for publiſhing 
it, without aſking his Conſent. | 
Now, with Reſpect to all that has followed, or may fol 


* 
- 
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Tow upon the Sermon, I ſhall conclude with a Sentence of 


the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, in their 
Supplicatiou to King Charles the Iſt, dated November 21ſt, 
1638. But our Comfort is, That Truth is the Daughter 
of Time; and although Calumny often ſtarteth firſt, and 
runneth beforg, yet Verity followeth her at the Heels, and 


If any ſhould think my Queſtions, and the Reaſons of them 
zmpertinent, for fuch learned, wiſe and prudent Times, as 
theſe we now live Iv, T cannot help it: only, I am afraid 
the Anſwers to them, from fome will be as impertinent, till 
the Times grow better than they are like to be. Mean 
while, Reader, as long as we are good Friends, I crave Par- 


don tor what is wrong ſaid in this 'Epittle, and fo, till 3 
= mew Occaſion offer, Farewell. er | 
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ERM ON at the opening Fr, the Synod of 
Mers and Teviotdale. 


. vi. 20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed 


thy Truſt, avoiding profan: and vain Babbling, and 
ofition of Science falſely ſo called. 


HE Apoſtle. bavinps i in the Entry of this Epiſtle, 
Ver, 18. in the Words of a like weighty Import, 
theſe, addreſſed the Man of God he was writing to, 
aving frequently, in the Courſe of it, renewed the 
Intimation, he comes, the more deeply, to imprint the 
er on his Heart, to conclude the whole. after the ſ me 
giving him in a few Words, the Sum and Import of 
had been ſaying. 0 Timothy, keep, &c. Mich he 
ds as a Seal to his Letter, the better to ſecure all it 
ins, as facred and inviolable 
theſe Words, we have, 1ſt, A warm and pathetic 
ſs made to the Man of God. 0 Timothy, keep that com- 
4 to. thy Truſt, 2d, A neceſſary Caution given bini, 
er he'd fulfil the former Demand, to beware oi, and 
what he is here advertiſed of: namely, pr fane and 
Babblings, and Oppoſitions of Science falſ ly ſo called. 
the former Part of the Words, namely, the Addieſs, 
ve © Four Things plain enough.” 
A Deed of Truſt alledged or ſuppoſed : That whi ch is 
itted to thy Truſt. All which is, in the Original, 
riſed in one Word, The Latin alſo has a Word that 
ers to it, viz Depoſitum : but our Language has not, 
I know of, any one Word expreſſive and ſiꝶn ſicant 
gh to tranſlate it by. That which comes nearelt to 
» a TRUST, Scarce any Body but they know, w bat 
ruſt, in the General is, namely, ſomething put into 
Hands or Cuſtody of 8 to be ſecured and me OX” 
B 


Eo 3 


6 — 
S — 


rendered Commandment, Ver. 5. 


- _ — 


proved, as the Nature of the Thing requires, and to be re- 


turned in due Time, when it ſhall be called for. It ſuppoſe 


a Confidence. of the Perſon's Fidelity, to whom we com- 
mit the ſame; that they will deal honeſtly by us, not em- 
bezale nor ſuffer to periſh, but preſerve it ſafe and entire. 
Neither is it hard to find what that particulay Truſt is, 
the Apoſtle here means. It is not TimothyFown Soul, 
* nor the Gifts and Talents beſtowed on him; nor any 
* particular Flock committed to him, much leſs was it un- 
« written Traditions, as ſome of the Popiſh Writers al- 


„ Jedge ; none of theſe, I fay, are the Truſt here pointed 


cc at.” But Fit is, we need have no Doubt of it, the 
ſame that was committed to the Apoſtle's own Truſt, 


Chap. i. 2. The glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed Cod, which . 


was committed to my Truſl. The fame he had committed 
to Timothy, Ver. 18. under the Name of a Charge, Meſ- 
ſage, or Denunciation; the Word being one with that 
The End of which is 
Charity (all which is not meant of the Law, but of the 
Goſpel. For the Word Oaragte/ia ſigniſies all ſuch Or- 
ders or Commands, as one receives from a Superior, to de- 
liver them in his Name to others.) It is the ſame Truſt, 
he. puts him again in Mind of, 1 Tim. i. 13, 14. where the 
Word in the Original, is one with this in the Text. 

Yea, his Meaning (according to an uſual Saying of the 
Jews, Nulla eſt. Objectio, in Lege quæ non habet Solutio- 
nem in Latere, i. e. whatever Difficulty attends a Phraſe, 
conſidered alone, it may be reſolved, by obſerving what 
borders upon it) is evident from the Words immediately 
following : for it is ſomewhat, to which the Profane and 
vain Babblings, &c. were contrary and which they intend- 
ed to corrupt and make of none Effect: which could be no 
other than the Goſpel of Chr'ſt, particularly the Doctrine 
af it, theſe divine, glorious Truths, revealed by our Jeſus 
Chriſt to his A poſtles, and by them preached: and publiſhed 
to the World. This Truſt was the Mark, they Who gave 


heed to, and profeſſed tlieſe ain Babhlings and Oppoſitions 
af Science, milled or er ed concerning Which the following 


The 


Verſe teils us, was the Faith. 
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| A Smd SERMON 3 
The Jews ſpeak of two great ſacred Depoſitums, or 
Truſts, God has committed to the Sons of Men, namely, 
the Lamp which is in us, or the Sour, and the Lamp with- 
out ts, which is the Law, or as one of themſelves expreſ- 


ſes it, the Depoſitum of the divine Myſteries: for they | 


commonly uſed the Word Law, te expreſs the whole of 
the divine Revelation by, Of theſe Two, they bring in 
God ſpeaking to Man,thus, My Lamp is in thy Hand, and 
thy Lamp, which is thy Sol, is mine: if thou extinguiſh 
mine, I will put out thinz. Whether the Apoſtle here al- 
ludes to this their Way of ſpeaking; which did not want 
a Foundation in the Scriptures, I will not determine : but 


both theſe Depoſitums we find him making mention of, in 


his Epiſtle to Timothy, and expreſſing them by one and 
the ſame: Word, namely, Oaraktatheke, The ſame the 
Jews, © When they wrote in Greek,“ made Uſe of to 
that Purpoſe. The Soul or the Lamp within us, he fo ex- 
preſſes. 2 Tim. i. 12. That he is able to keep my De- 
poſitum, or, That which I have c mmitted to his Truft, 
&c. The Lamp without us, or the Depoſitum of the Di- 
vine Myſteries, we have called by tue ſame Name, herein 
the Text, and likewiſe, 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. Hold faſt the 
Form of found Words, That good Thing, wh ch was 
committed to thy Truſt, keep. & © And thus indeed it is, 
* not only betwixt Chriſt and Miniſters, but between him 
* and every Believer; they mutually truſt one the other, 
* they him with their Souls, and he them with bis Truths.“ 
A great and goodly Truſt indeed, as ever the Sons of Men 
could have been honoured with 

II. To whom this Truſt is committed, namely, to Ti- 
mothy, though not to him ſingly and alone: for Timothy 


is pitched upon and fingled out by the Wiſdom of God; to 


be a Pattern and Example unto, and Inſtruct ons given him 
in Name of Goſpel- Miniſters, in ſucceeding Geuerations, 
The Spirit of God continues to ſpeak to us the ſime Thing, 
and by the ſame Words, that were at firſt directed to him: 
yea, by theſe Words will the Holy Ghoft be ſpeaking to 
every one that bears Office in the Houſe of God, the End 


of the World, To him then, and to every Minifter of the 


New Teſtament, is this Truſt committed. 
There are, beſides Chriſt himſelf, in whom dwell all the 
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as one obſerves, of Divine Truth or of the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel. the holy Scriptures, the Mind or Hearts of Be- 
lievers, and the Goſpel- Miniſtry of the preſent Ave a 
lu the Firſt, God preſerves Goſpel-Truth by his Provi- . 
dence: there they have been and ſhall be kept fake, againſt 
all the Oppoſitions of Devils and Men, to the End of the 
World. The Lord will never leave his Church to the un- 
certain Conduct of unwritten Traditions, or private En- 
thuſiaſm, deſtitute-of this Pillar of Cloud and of Fire, while 
ſhe ſojourns in a Wilderreſs. The Word and the Spirit 
ſhall never leave her, till ſhe is fairly entered Immanuel's 
Land, where the Glory of God, and the Lamb, ſhall be her . 
Light for ever and ever. And fince this Well of living 
Water ſhall never run dry, whatever Loſſes, with reſpect 
to Truth, the Church may otherwiſe ſuſtain, they may from 
hence be all of them well ſuppli-d : whatever Decays or 
Corruptions the Church may fall under, this Mean and 
Rule of Reformation ſtill remains. And accordingly, by 
Mens of it, has the Faith of the Church, when quite almoſt 
ext nct been often brought again as from the Dead; by 
Means of it. have the Profeſſion and Power of Godl'neſs, 
when loſt from among the Sons of Men, been recovered 
to Lite again From this Well of Salvation, Men, uſing 
the appointed Meine, may draw living Water abundantly, 
and with Joy, go Matters in the World as they will. 

In the Second, God, according to his Promiſe, John vi. 
45. and 14. 16, 26. and 1þ, 13. 1 John 2+ 20. preſerves 
the precious Truſt, by his Spirit and Grace; even ſome- 
times in the Cafe of great and general Apoſtaſies; or under 
the Defect of a public Miniſtry : as it was in the Days of 
Elijah, when Seven Thoutand hidden Ones were preſerved 
in the Faith and Fear of God, without bowing of the Knee | 
to Baal. | . 

In the Third. he preſerves his Truth, as in a ſacred Or- 
dinance of divine [afſtitution, for that very Purpoſe; It is 
committed to the M niſtry, with Reference mainly to the 
great Ends of publick- Profeſſion, Manifeſtation and Edifi- 
cation, And, on the faithful Diſcharge of their Office, do 
the Glory, Power and Purity of it in the World, much de- 
pend. The precious Tre:fure and Truſt is, fo: a Time, put 

into theſe earthen Veſlel-, not to be hid and conce led, but 
ecyen as a Candle is put into a Caudleſtick, to be by them 
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carried and diſperſed up and down the World; to ſhine and -4 3 
flow forth of their Lips and Lives, for the Relief and Com- I 
fort of loſt Sinners of Ad m's Family. | 

III. The Charge or Injunction that's given concerning 
it. They are to keep it; to obſerve, watch, guard and de- 
fend it, as the Shepherd does his Flock, as the Soldiers does 
his Poſt: for all theſe the Word ſignifies, This Truſt is 
committed to Miniſters, not to be by them refined upon, 
embelliſhed, new modelled, or perfected. but only to be 
kept, uſed and improved, as they received it, The Law of 
a Truſt, bars all adding to it, or taking from it, all dif- 
jointing or new framing of it, and binds, with Care and 
Exactneſs, to preſerve it inviolable, as a Thing mol} ſacred, 
in the ſame Condition it was delivered them, If they keep 
what is delivered them, ard as it was delivered. they have 

acquit themſelves, diſcharged their Duty, and ſhall be ap- 
* roven: but if they once imagine the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel ſtands in any the leaſt necd of being moulded a- new by 
human Wiſdom, or of receiving any Thing from Men, be 
they of what Sort they will, Councils, Fathers, &c. inſtead 
of doing bim Service, they are guilty of one of the greateſt 
Affi onts and Indignities againſt the Son of God, the glori- 
ous Author of it, and ſo of Male Adminiſtration, and Treach- 
ery in their Truſt. | 
| This Charge to keep the Truſt, ſuppoſes, (1.) That it 
10 is valuable, and well worth looking to. (2.) That, on 
. many Accounts, it needs looking to. It is of ſuch a ſpi- 
ritual and ſublime Nature, that we may eaſily loſe Sight of 
it, let it flip from us, and then take up with ſomewhat elſe . 
in Place of it. Devils and Men will be Way-laying us, 
to rob us of the Truſt: Fraud and Force will, both of 
them, be employed to make us quit of it, or unfaithful in 7 
it. (3.) The keeping ef it requires, as we may ſee after- A 
wards, much Wiſdom and Knowledge, Care, Watchful- 
neſs, Diligence, and Integrity in the Truſtee, 

IV. The Manner of Addreſs, or Way of giving this 
Charge, deſerves our particular Notice. The more through. 
ly to waken his Attention, and that he might, with both 
SoftneſG and Efficacy, bear what he was to lay home into his 
very Heart, he calls him by his Name; and not only fo, 
but, Timothy, keep, &c. What a Vehemence of Affec- 
tion and Concern we have here? He, by theſe Words, 1 
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breaths forth the moſt tender Affection, together with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſ.“ They are Words not of mere Au- 
thority, Terror or Severity, that being none of our Lord's 
Way with his Children and Servants; without they have 
ſought it ſore at his Hand: but Words of Intimacy and 
Familiarity; they are Words of Expecta tion and Confi- 
dence; they are Words of great Weight and Solemnity. 

Now, this ſolemn and Pathetic Manner of exhorting, 
and laying upon Timothy, and every one of us, this Charge, 
intimates to us theſe Four Things. 

T., The great Moment and Importance of the Truſt com- 
mitted, together with the great Neceſſity of a faithful Diſ- 
charge of what is required, with Reference to it. The 
Glory of God in the Worid, and the Halvatien of Souls, 
are both of them much at Stake, being fo cloſely conjoin- 
ed with Timothy's keeping of this Truſt. Without this 
Truſt be duly minded, a Church will ſoon ceaſe to be the 
Pillar and Ground of Truth. O Timothy, keep, &c. 

2. The great Difficulty there is in this Matter. It is 


what will require the greateſt Induſtry and Watchfulneis: 


it will be a Labour, a hard Labour, yea, a Warfare to a 
Man all his Days, to keep the Truſt in the Senle of the 
Text. However common and eaſy a Matter ſome may 
ſuppoſe it, and others make it to themſelves, it was, we lee, 
a great and difficult Matter, in the Apoſtle Paul's, yea, in 
the Holy Ghoſt's Account. O Timothy, keep, &c. 

3. A Pronentfs and Readineſ enen in the beſt (to ſay 
nothing of others) through Inadvertency, Sloth, the Influ- 
ence of various Luſts and Tentations, to fail in the Diſ- 
charge, to prove unfaithful in the Management of this 
Truſt. Timothy was not only himfclf a real Believer, but 
ſingled out by the Holy Ghoſt, pointed out by particular 
Prophecies to the Work of the Miniſtry ; endowed with 
extraordinary Gifts privileged with an extraordinary Pre- 
fence and Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God: yet was there 
need, not 'only by Word, but alſo by Writ, to ſtir him up, 
warn, exhorz, beſeech and charge him again and again, as 
to this Matter. Which might be a ſufficient Apology, if 
one was needful, for rending ſuch a Text before M:niſters, 


6 Timothy  ——— | 
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4. The great Danger of a Miſcarriage: here. Great 
Danger to the Man himſelf, who has the Truſt in keeping, 
great Dunger to others, for whoſe Soke it is committed to 
his keeping. 

In the Second Part of the Verſe, which is diſſ:afive, the 
Man of God is warned to avoid, I. Some kind of Words. 

2. Some Sort of Things. 
t. The Words, he is to aveid, are vain and p ofane ones; 
the ſame that he is apain, 2 Tim xi. 16. adviſed to ſhun, 
By vin Babblings (** which makes but one Word in the 
« Original, viz, Kenophonia, and by the Variation of 
e little more as one Letter, K-19phonia ; and ſo ſome have 
c incl ned to read it, though without either Warrant or 
« Neceflity, eſpecially ſince the former includes the lat» 
ce ter”) noiſy and clamorous Sounds in fpeaking, are not 
ſo much meant, as Words empty, and inſignificant ; 
Words of mere Sound, without a real meaning, or any edi- 
fying Uſe ; new and unuſual Terms and Forms of Speech, 
unknown in holy Language, and unmeet for the expreſſing 
the Senſe of the Words of the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe are 
likewiſe called profane, that is, common and-unholy : be- 
@ uſe they are none of the holy Words neither in Sound nor 

Senſe, becauſe they are neither the fame, nor equivalent to 
the Words of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, nor of his Spirit in the 
holy Scriptures; and therefore being coined in the Mint- 

2 Houſe of Man's Wiſdom, for carnal Ends and Purpoſes, can 

never be fit for Santuary-Service, nor bleſt to the Uſe of 

* Edifying in divine Things. Two Things, it ſeems the Man 
+ | of God is here cautioned againſt. 

(1.) © He muſt avoid” all dark, dubious, meaningleſs, 
new, uſeleſs, litigious Words; Words alfo that have not 
Things nor Ideas anfwering to them in the Holy Scripture, 
of which Sort many One is to be found in Popery eſpecial- 
ly: (as, to inſtance, Maſs, Tranſubſtantiat on, unwritten 
raditions, Dioceſian Biſhop, Archbiſhop, Patriarch, Vicar 
þf Chriſt, Juſtification before God, by Works, Merit, Se- 
Fen Sacraments, &c.) He is cautioned, I ſay, againſt the 
ſe of all ſuch in Religion, particularly in his diſpenſing of 
me Myſteries of God. He muſt not mingle them with, 
r lels ſubſtitute them in the place of God's Words; for 
ey will, inſtead of edifying, but ſubvert tlie Hearers, and 
« rruptthe Faith. | 
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* 2 5 He is no leſs cautioned againſt turning * Words of 
the Holy Ghoſt into vain Words. For though the Words 


of Scripture can never become profane ; yet may they = be 
««. profaned; they may” by denying or evacuating them 
of their proper Value, Senſe and Meaning, be made empty 


vain Words: which the Words of God in themſelves ne- 


ver were, nor never can be, Deut, xxxviii. 47. The proud 


Mind of Man, unwilling to be captivated to the Faith of 


Chriſt, that it may bring the Truths of the Goſpel into 
Bondage, to its own Reaſon and fleſhly Conceptions of Spi- 
ritual Things, will force, rack and torture the Words, 
Terms, and Forms of Speech wherein they are exprelt, put- 


ting upon them impertinent, falſe or abſurd Senſes, deſtruc- 


tive to the Faith, and contrary to the Scope of the Place 
and Tenor of the Scripture, Thus Hymeneus and Philetus 
made Reſurrection a vain Word, by holding it was paſt al- 
ready, 2 Tim. i. 9. The Deity; $ acrifice, Satisfaction of 


_ Ehriſt, the Righteouſneſs of Faith, are made vain Words 
by Socinians and others. Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 


being by many turned into Work, and held to juſtify as 


- ſuch is made a vain Word: Free Grace, and the Believers 


Freedom from the Law, as a Covenant, are no better uſed 
by others: God, Jehovah, Son of God, Eternity, and 
proper Divinity, when given to Chriſt, are by the new Ari- 
ans made vain Words, empty and deluſive Sounds, 

Now, every fuch Sort of Words, the Man of God muſt 
avoid, ſhun and ** turn aſide from;“ that is, (1.) He 
muſt got uſe, but abſtain from, yea, lothe them himſelf. 
(2.) He muſt not admit or countenance, but diſprove, re- 
buke and condemn them, when uſed by others; charging 
them not to teach otherwiſe, but to hold by the wholſome 
Words, even the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

2. The Things he was to ſhun, are held forth under the 
Character of the Oppoſitions of Science falſely ſo called. 


The Word, trauſlated Science, ſignifies Knowledge, ſuch 


as is certain and ſolid; and ſo it is rendered elſewhere in 
the New Teſtament, Now, it is evident, the Apoſtle here 
points at a certain Sort of Knowledge, Wi{dom and Learn- 


ing about D vine Things, which was really no true Knows- ' 


ledge or Wiſdom at all: therefore, it having the Name; 


Pretence and Appearance of (piritual Wiſdom and Learn- 
ing, but no more, it was miicalled, or wrongly called by 
that 
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that Name. By the Oppoſitions of this Science, falſely" fo 


called, are meant, not fo much the Objections and ſophiſti- 
cal Reaſonings of Enemies againſt the Truth, as the Dil- 
putes, Litigations, Bandyings, ContradiQions of the dif- 
ferent Sets and Parties, who went under the ſame general 
Name, and profeſſed the ſame Science falſely ſo called, a- 
mong themſelves, IE 
In all which the Apoſtle has bis Eye, not as ſome learned 
Men have thought, upon the Gnoſtics, who, fince they 
ſprung up not before the beginning of the Second Century, 
were not yet, in the Apoſtle's Days, in being; neither ds 
ſeveral Things, the Apoſtle fays of this Sort of People, in 
this and other of his Epiſtles, agree to the Hereſy of the 
Gnoſtics, as might be ſhown particularly if it was needful. 
The Apoſtle, I y, bas his Eye not upon them, but on the 
Jews, the Judaizing Chriſtians and falſe Teachers: for they, 
not the Gnoſtics, were ſtrenuaus Aſſerters and Teachers of 
the Law, 1 Tim, i. 7. and that Believers in Chriſt alſo 
were under it, Gal. throughout. They pretended above 
all Men to be ſkilled in the Knowledge of the Will of God, 
having a Form of Knowledge (or Scheme of Science, as 
te the Words may be rendered”) and of the Truth in the 
Law, Rom. ii. 18, 20. They were great Admirers and 
Promoters of the Cabaliſtical Learning and Traditions: 


they, lighting the plain literal Senſe of Scripture, contrived * 


miſtical allegorical Ones, even in the moſt plain Paſſages, 

and found out Myſteries in Words and Letters: they were 
* allo addicted to, and ſtudied in Fables and Cenealogies, 
1 Tit. i. 14, and 3, 9. All which miniſtred many Queſtions, 
7 Diſputes, and vain Wrangling about Words, 1 Tun. i. 4, 
6. and vi. 4, 5, 2 Tim. ii. 23. Tit. iii. 9. Hence they turn- 
ed aſide from the Faith to vai Janglings, 1 Tim. i. 6. 
This their falſely named Knowledge, or Science, they pre- 
ferred to the Knowledge of the Goſpel- Doctrine in its Sim- 
plicity, as taught by the Apoſtle, and taught otherwiſe 
than be did, as it is intimated by him, f Tim. i. 3. and vi. 3. 
Titi. 13. Now, they being of different Parties and Opi- 
hions, they contradicted and oppoſed one the other; each 
ſupporting his own, and overthrowing his Antagoniſt's O- 
pinions, the beſt he could: though oftentimes, through the 
pigurity and ny ve the Things themſelves, as 


- 


well 
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well as of their Reaſonings about them, they neither knew 
what they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmed, 1 Tim. i. 7. 
The general Characters, however, given of them, of their 
Science, and of their Management of it, were really, and, 
no doubt, in the Deſign of the Holy Ghoſt, Fore-deſcriptions 
exact and pat enough of the Gnoſties and their Science 
falſely fo called; as alſo of the Scholaſtic Divines in after 
Apes, and their Science of Theology falſely fo called: who, 
inſtead of coming to the Study of holy Things, with an holy 
humble Frame of Heart, praying and waiting for Divine 
Illumination and Teaching, that they themſelves might be 
made wiſe in the Myſteries of the Goſpel, and able to in- 
ſtruct others in the Knowledge of God (a Method which, 
alas, never came into their Minds) they came puffed up in 
their fleſhly Minds, with a Conceit of their own Ability, 
Savacity and penetrating Faculty, and provided with Phi- 
lofophical Notions and Conceptions, with Syllogiſms, So- 
phiſms, Diſtinctions, Solutions, and other crafty Windings 
of Man's ſerpentine. Wit: and, thus accoutred, they ſet 
boldly. upon Divine Revelation, framed the Goſpel to their 
own Imaginations, by dreſſing it up in the fooliſh Attire of 
their metaphyſical Subtilties and Terms of Art, or rather 
their profane and vain Babblings, thereby wholly corrupt- 
iug and debaſing it, and drawing off the Minds of Men 
from the Simplicity of the Truth, as it is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thus they, with their vain, ſenſeleſs and unhallowed Bab- 
blings of-Terms and Diſtinctions, and with the Oppoſitions, 
Bandyings and Bickerings of their different Sects and Par- | 
ties one againſt another; thus, I ſay, they waxing vain inn «< 
ther Imapinations, miſſed the mark of the Faith, betray- 
ed the precious Truſt, and the Gofpel of none Effect. 
Near akin to theſe are all they alſo, WHO come not to the 
wholeſome Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the Doc- 
tribe which is according to Godlineſs, as Diſciples to learn, 
but as Maſters to ſeek Countenance and Support to their 
pre-conceived Opinions; and wo handle ſpiritual Things 
not in a' ſpiritual Manner, not in the Words which the Ho- 
ly C hoſt teacheth, not with that Evidence and Plaiuneſs | 
which it fuited practically to affect the Minds and Con ſei- 
ences of Men, and which the Scripture gives us both Ex- 
ample and Direction for, but with the enticing Words of 
» Man's Wiſdom, or with curious, ſubtile Reaſonings, or in 
J ' | a cold 
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a cold, dark. abſtruſe, unedif,ing Way; and wno deal in 
Divine Things by Way of Conjecture, Opinion, Hypothe- 
fis aud curious Speculation; diſputing more fiercely for 
theſe, than for the ſure and ſubſtintial Truths of Bod; or 
wao defend the Truth itſelf with flight and inſufficien: 
Arguings, with carnal Weapons fetched forth of a Man's 
own, and not from the Magazine of the holy Scriptures ; 
and in a Word, all who in any Sort corrupt the Word of 
God, or handle it deceirfully : all ſuch fall juſtly under the 
Character of being” Profeſſors, or Teachers of a ſpiritual 
Science, falſely fo called. 6 

And, leſt any ſhould think there could be little Danger 
to Goſpel Miniſters from ſuch vain Babblings and Oppoſi- 
tion of Science, &c. the Apoſtle tells Timothy, that, how 
weak ſoever theſe Sort of Snares may ſeem, none ought to 
be ſecure, or too confident in med] ng with them * For 
« the Words and the Inventions of Man's Wiſdom are, 
©« both of them enticing; the Offspring of his Brain are 
© commonly to himſelf, if not to others likewiſe, no leſs 
« pretty and charming Things than thoſe of his Body. 
« People come to abundance of Years, may be fo far 
« Children ſtill, as to be pleaſed and taken with Nicknacks 
c and Gewpaws of this Kind.” Yea, by good Words 


and fair Speeches, even of this Sort, may “ filly Women 


« be led Captive (for it is this Sort of Men the Apoſtle 
& points at, 2 Tim- iii 6.”) the Hearts of the Simple be- 
witched and deceived, ſo far as to diſguſt the plain ſiying 
Truths of the Goſpel, and to prefer the Leaves to the Fru:t, 
the Shadow to the Subſtance, And accordingly, ſays the 


Apoſtle, ſome, who once aimed right at the Faith, and 


were fair to Have reached it, by taking heed to theſe; have 
inſenſibly been fo intangled, that they turned afide from, 
and quite miſſed that Mark, and fo loſt Salvation; which 
it is not poſſible to obtain without a Beliet of the Truth, 
which ſome profeſſing, have erred concerning the Faith, 
Diſmal and fatal are the Effects of Curiolity, Pride and 
Vanity of Mind. From the firſt Part of the Text, © Ti- 
mot hy, keep, &c. I offer this * 
D ctrine. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is very earneſt and im- 
portunate with every one of his Miniſters, that-they would 
faithfully keep the Truſt he has committed to them. It is 
his Commiſſion, it is his Com nand, it is his Requeſt to tbem 
a | C2 and 
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well as of their Reaſonings about them, they neither knew 
what they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmed, 1 Tim. i. 7. 
The general Characters, however, given of them, of their 
Science, and of their Management of it, were really, and, 
no doubt, in the Deſign of the Holy Ghoſt, Fore-defcriptions 
exact and pat enough of the Gnoſtics and their Science 
falſely fo called; as alſo of the Scholaſtic Divines in after 
Apes, and their Science of Theology falſely fo called: who, 
Inſtead of coming to the Study of holy Things, with an holy 
humble Frame of Heart, praying and waiting for Divine 
Illumination and Teaching, that they themſelves might be 
made wiſe in the Myſteries of the Goſpel, and able to in- 
ſtru others in the Knowledge of God (a Method which, 
alas, never came into their Minds) they came puffed up in 
their fleſhly Minds, with a Conceit of their own Ability, 
Sapacity and penetrating Faculty, and provided with Phi- 
loſophical Notions and Conceptions, with Syllogiſms, So- 
phiſms, Diſtinctions, Solutions, and other crafty Windings 
of Man's ſerpentine. Wit: and, thus accoutred, they ſet 
boldly. upon Divine Revelation, framed the Goſpel to their 
own Imaginations, by dreſſing it up in the fooliſh Attire of 
their metaphyſical Subtilties and Terms of Art, or rather 
their profane and vain Babblings, thereby wholly corrupt- 
jug and debaſing it, and drawing off the Minds of Men 
from the Simplicity of the Truth, as it is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thus they, with their vain, ſenſeleſs and unhallowed Bab- 
blings of Terms and Diſtinctions, and with the Oppoſitions, 
Bandyings and Bickerings of their different Sects and Par- 


ties one againſt another; thus, I ſay, they waxing vain in 


ther Imapinations, miſſed the mark of the Faith, betray- 

ed the precious Truſt, and the Gofpel of none Effect. 
Near akin to theſe are all they alſo, WHO come not to the 

wholeſome Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the Doc- 


tribe which is according to Godlineſs, as Diſciples to learn, 


but as Maſters to ſeek Countenance and Support to their 
pre-conceived Opinions; and wo handle ſpiritual Things 
not in a'fpiritual Manner, not in the Words which the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt teacheth, not with. that Evidence and Plaiuneſs 
which it fuited practically to affect the Minds and Con ſei- 
ences of Men, and which the Scripture gives us both Ex- 


_ ample and Direction for, but with the enticing Words of 
+ Man's Wiſdom, or with curious, ſubtile Reaſonings, or in 


5 a cold 
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a cold, dark. abſtruſe, unedifying Way; and wno deal in 
Divine Things by Way of Conjecture, Opinion, Hypothe- 
fis and curious Speculation; diſputing more fiercely for 
theſe, than for the ſure and fubſtintial Truths of God; or 
wao defend the Truth itſelf with flight and inſufficien: 
Arguings, with carnal Weapons fetched forth of a Man's 
own, and not from the Magazine of the holy Scriptures ; 
and in a Word, all who in any Sort corrupt the Word of 
God, or handle it deceitfully : all ſuch fall juſtly under the 
Character of being“ Profeſſors, or Teachers of a ſpiritual 
Science, falſely ſo called. l 
And, leſt any ſhould think there could be little Danger 
to Goſpel Miniſters from ſuch vain Babblings and Oppoſi- 
tion of Science, &c. the Apoſtle tells Timothy, that, how 
weak ſoever theſe Sort of Snares may ſeem, none ought to 
be ſecure, or too confident iu med] ng with them * For 
« the Words and the Inventions of Man's Wiſdom are, 
© both of them enticing; the Offspring of his Brain are 
© commonly to himſelf, if not to others likewiſe, no leſs 
« pretty and charming Things than thoſe of his Body. 
« People come to abundance of Years, may be fo far 
« Children ſtill, as to be pleaſed and taken with Nicknacks 
c and Gewgaws of this Kind.” Yea, by good Words 
and fair Speeches, even of this Sort, may © filly Women 
« be led Captive (tor it is this Sort of Men the Apoſtle 
& points at, 2 Tim- iii 6.”) the Hearts of the Simple be- 
witched and deceived, fo far as to diſguſt the plain ſaying 
Truths of the Goſpel, and to prefer the Leaves to the Fruit, 
the Shadow to the Subſtance, And accordingly, ſays the 
Apoſtle, ſome, who once aimed right at the Faith, and 
were fair to nave reached it, by taking heed to theſe; have 
inſenſibly been ſo intangled, that they turned aſide from, 
and quite miſſed that Mark, and fo loſt Salvation; which 
it is not poſhble to obtain without a Beliet of the Truth, 
which ſome profeſſing, have erred concerning the Faith, 
Diſmal and fatal are the Effects of Curioſity, Pride and 
Vanity of Mind. From the firſt Part of the Text, © Ti- 
muthy, kerp, &c. I offer this * 
D ctrine. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is very earneſt and im- 
portunate with every one of his Miniſters, that they would 
faithfully keep the Truſt he ha#@ommitted to them. It is 
his Commiſſion, it is his Com:nand, it is his Requeſt to * 
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and every one of them, that they may ſo do. C Timothy, 
heep that which is committed, &c. 

It would be next to Indiſcretion, in ſuch an Audience, 
to ſpend Time in ſhowing the Foundation of this Doctrine; 
or to be telling, that-theſe, though delivered by the Hand 
of a Servant, are Chriſt's Words to Timothy, and every 
Miniſter in particular. 


The Method of diſcourſing of this Subject ſhall be, 1. 


To explain. 2. To confirm. And, 2. To apply it. 

For Explication, It will be neceffary to conſider, 

(r.) This Truſt, with the committing of it. (2. ) Ti- 
mothy, and every Miniſter's Duty with Reference to it, or 
the keeping of it. And to begin, 

Firſt, With the Truſt, It would not; I conceive, be 
wide off the Purpoſe, to ſy, if Time did allow, | 

I, Some Things in the general; as, 

1. That it is a Steward's Truſt, Miniſters are Stew- 
ards of God, Tit. i. 7. intruſted with the Affairs aud Con- 
cerns of the Houſhold of God The Order and Proviſion of 


his Houſe is, in a Senſe committed to their Management; 


they are impowered, with Conſent and Concurrence of theſe 
concerned, to receive into, and turn People out of the 
Family: they, as Stewards of the Bread of Life, Stewards 
of the Myſteries of God, 2 Cor. iv. 1. are appointed to 
rule and feed the Family; by giving every one his Portion 
of Meat, and piving it in due Seaſon. And if the Dogs be 
fuffered to eat of the Childrens Bread, and to devour that 
which is holy; if the Children be veglected and let ſtarve, 
or if they be fo much as ſtraitened with ſhort Allowance, 
or fed with unwholſome Food, the Stewards muſt anſwer 
for it. Now, of a Steward it is chiefly required that a 
Man be found faithful; therefore it is of great Conſequence 
to ſuch, to know how to behave themſelves right in the 
Houſe of God, which is the Church of the hving God, Mat. 
xiv. 8 and bleſſed is that Servant whom his Lord, 


when he cometh, ſhall find fo doing, as he left him Ocders, 


but Wo unts that evil Servant, who, becauſe his Lord d lays 


_ bis coming, begins 10 ſmite (whether with Tongue or 


Hand) his Fellaw-Servants, and to eat and drink with the 


' Drunken: the Lord of that Servant ſhall come in a Day 
when he looke th not for him, and ſhall cut him aſunder, and 


* him his Portion, &c. 2 Cor v. 20. 


2. It 


2 
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2. It is an Ambaſſad 's Truſt, 2 Cor, v. 30. 


are employed and ſent by Heaven, on an Errand of Peace, 


and on an Errand of Love; they are ſent with an Embaſſy 
of Peace to rebel Sinners, revolted from their rightful and 
natural Lord, and taking Shelter under Satan the Prince of 
Darkneſs and Arch Traitor againſt Heaven. And fince to 
them, as Ambaſſadors, ſo Len. a Truſt is committed as the 
Word, the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, Ver. 18, 19: this 
Treaty of Peace they ought to negotiate with the utmoſt 
Fidelity, Tenderneſs and Earneſtneſs; proclaiming the glad 
Tidings, the good News of Heaven, viz. Peace on Earth 
to the worſt of Sinners and perſuading them to believe 
and accept of it, every one for himſelf; and in one Word, 
beſeeching and praying them in Chriſt's Stead, that they 
would be reconciled to God, 

They are likewiſe ſent on an Errand of Love, to nego- 
tiate a Treaty of Marriage betwixt the Son of God Im- 
manuel, and the wretched Outcaſts of Adam's Family. 
They as Ambaſſadors, and likewiſe as Friends of the Bride- 
groon, are ſent to ſpeak good of Chriſt to Sinners, to car- 
ry the Tidings of his Love and Good-will to thern, and to 
perſuade them to believe and entertain it, to woo and win 
their Hearts to him; and, in one Word, to eſpouſe them 
unto one Huſband, 2 Cor, xi. 2. in Order to all the Pri» 


. Vileges and Duties of a married Relation. - 


This is an honourable but a weighty Truſt; wherefore. 
they have much need to be well acquainted with, and care- 


Fully to heed their Inſtructions, leſt in Caſe of not ſucceed- 


ing, or Miſmanagement, they endanger not their Heads on- 
ly, but their Souls. 


3. It is a Workman, a Labourer's Truſt. They have 


the Charge of God's Huſbandry, they are Workers under 
him, and together with him, 1 Cor, iii. 9. 15. 2 Cor. 


* 


6.1. Having done their utmoſt to break up the fallow - 


Ground, they are to ſow God's Seed; even the incorrup - 
tible Seed of Goſpel Truth, ſkilfully dividing the Seed, ac- 
cording to the Condition of the Soil, 2 Tim. 2. 15. After 


which they are to watch aud herd the Field, leſt the Ene- _ 
my ſow Tares; and to weed it alſo in caſe of Briars, 
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Thorns, or other Roots of Bitterneſs ſpringing up. 
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They are Workmen Builders, employed to build God an 
Houſe. And accordingly, as wiſe Maſter Builders, are they 
carefully to lay firſt the Foundation, namely, the 2ofrins 
and Perſon of Chriſt, 1Cor. iii. 11. and thereupon to build, 
not Hay and Stubble, but Gold and precious Stones: For 
every ones Work will be tried, verſe 13. 

4. It is a Watchman's Truſt. Son of Man, faith the 
Lord to Ezekiel, I have made the? a Watchman unto the 


5 . Houſe of Iſrael, Ezek. iii. 17. Therefore hear the Word 
1 et my Mouth, and give them Warning from me, Mini- 
=_ ſters are given for Eyes to the Church, to watch for her, 
4 | and to watch over Souls, Heb. xiii. 17. They are to 
H warn of Danger from within, and of Danger from with- 

| out, guarding equally againſt the giving of falſe Alarms; 


whether on Deſign, or through Piec pitance and Unſſcilful- 
| neſs (which may ſometimes be of very dangerous and diſ- 
1 mal Conſequence) and againſt failing, thro' Negligence, 
| or worſe, to give theſe that are needful and true, When 
there is juſt Ground or Occaſion, they muſt ſet the Trum- 
| t to their Mouth, cry aloud and not ſpare, tho' they 
| ſhould get no Thanks for their diſturbing People, when 
| they are diſpoſed to reſt; on all ſuch Occaſions, however 
| timeouſly and diſtinctly, and that under an awful Certi- 
| 


fication. If the Watchmen ſee the Sword come, and blow 
. not the Trumpet, and the People be not warned: If the 
0 | Sword come, and take any 7000 From among them, he is 
taten away in his Iniquity But his Blood will I require 
© } at th: Watchman's Hand, Ezek. xxxili. 6. Therefore 
1 they need to be Men of Knowledge, ſpiritual Wiſdom and 
y } Diſcerning, wakerife Men, of public Spirits, Men of Zeal, 
5 Courage and, Reſolut on. Bad is that Character of the 
Watchmen, which we have, Ifa. Ivi. 10. His Watchmen 
are blind, they are all ignorant, they are all dumò Dogs, 
they cannot bark, ſleeping (or dreaming, talking in their 
Sleep) Hing down, loving to ſjumber. 1 
5. It is a Shepherd's Trult They are ſet oyer the Flock 
of God, to take heed to it, and to overſee it, to know the 
State of it, and to feed it, (Acts xx. 28. 1 Pet. v. 2) 
With Knowledge and with Underſtanding, Jer. iii. 15. 
To lead them in green Paſtures, and by the {till Waters, 
to rule and to defend them from the Lion and the Wolves, 
to ſeck and bring home the Strays, to heal the Diſeaſed, 
and 
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KEY after the Example of the chief Shepherd, to carry the 
Lambs in their Boſom, and gently to lead thoſe that are 
with young, Ifa. xl. 1m. 

Now to be a Shepherd of Souls, is, doubtleſs, a great 
Truſt, and weighty; particularly, becauſe of the Account 
they are to make: For, if through their Neglect, or Un- 
faithfulneſs otherwiſe, any of the Flock committed to their 
Charge, be loſt or devoured, their Blood will the Lord 
require at the Shepherd' s Hand. And, 

Therefore, bleſſed is that Shepherd. who, i in making his 
Accounts, will be able to ſay with his Lord, of all thou 
haſl given me, I have loſt none > When the chief Shepherd 
appears, he ſhal{ receive a Crown of Glory, that fadeth not 
away, 1 Pet. v. 4, But wo to to the foolſh Shepherd, 
Zech. xi. I5. to the Shepherds that cannot underſtand, 
IIA. Ivi. 11. to the Idol Shepherds, Zech. xi. 17. For the 
Sword ſhall be upon his Arm, and upon his right Eye; 
his Arm ſhall be clean dry ed up, and his right Eye ſhali be 
tetterly darkned. Wo to the Paſtors that deftroy and 
ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſture, faith the Lord, Ezek. 

xxxiv. 2. Jer. xx1il I, 

6. It is a Soldier's, a Warrior's Truſt. The War is 

principally berwixt Jeſus Chriſt, the Captain of the Lord's 
Toft the Captain of Salvation, and Satan the common 
Enemy of God and Man. In this War, and under this 
Captain, every Chriſtian is called to be a Soldier; but 

iniſters are commiſſionate Officers, clothed with a ſpe- 
cial Truſt Each one of them has his Poſt affigned him, by 
his General, which they are to ſtand faſt, be valiant, and 
quit themſclves like Men, 1 Cor xvi. 13. on the Head 
of thoſe committed to their leading. 

They have to fight againſt foreign Enemies, Principali- 
ties and Powers, the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, 
ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in high Places, Eph. vi. 12. a gainſt 
domeſtic inteſtine Enemies, Fleſh and Blood ; — own, 
as well as the Luſts of other Men, their own carnal Aﬀec- 
tions, carnal Reaſon, and Wiſdom, their own Unbelief, &c. 
againſt neighbouring Enemies, the Things, namely, and 
the Men of the World, Gallius, Ty rants, Perſecutors, Hy- 
pocrites, Seducers, ſometimes, and falſe Bretheren; and 
in one Word, Satan's Militia, in all their Denominations; 
againſt the World, as well ſtorm ung aud raging, as fawn- 


ing 
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ing and dealing fubtilly ; againſt all, whoever they be, 


that in any Caſe fide with the Enemy, in fo far as they 


do ſo. 
- They are to fight for Chriſt their Lord and King, his 
Intereſts and Glory, his Truths, his Ordinances, his Peo- 
le, for Holineſs. againſt Sin, for their own Souls, &. 
Therefore muſt they, even as he did before them, endure 
hardneſs, as good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. i. 18. 
War a good Warfare, holding Faith and a good Conſci- 
ence, 1 Tim. i. 18. fight the good Fight of Faith, and 
lay bold on eternal Life, whereunto they are alſo called, 
t Tim. vi. 12. reſiſt even unto Blood, ſtriving againſ Sin: 
And in order to this, they, of all Men, have moſt Need 
to put on the whole Armour of God, that they may ſtand, 
and to beware of intangling themſelves in the Affairs of 
this Life, otherwiſe they cannot pleaſe him, who has cal- 


led them to be Soldiers, 2 Tim. ii. 4 Their Fidelity in 


this Truſt will, when they are to be diſmiſt from the Ser- 
vice, be Matter of Joy unſpeakable; as it was to Paul in 
55 like Caſe; I have fought the good Fight, ſaid he, 

enceforth there is laid up for me a Crown,—2 Tim iv. 
8. for whoever is faithful unto the Death, ſhall go off more 
than Conqueror, and receive the Crown of Life, Righte- 
erſneſs and Glory; the Victor's Crown, the triumphal 
Crown. But, | 

II. If we would have a more particular View of this 
Truſt, we may, I conceive, according to the Text aud 


| Context, take it up in theſe Three, The Myſtery of the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and his holy 


| Commandments. 


1. The Myſtery of the Doctrine of Chriſt. The Doe. 
trine, to touch on a few, of the Kindneſs and Love of God 
our Saviour towards Man, Tit. iii. 4. even of his great 
Love, and the exceeding Riches. of his Grace in Kindneſs 
towards us thro' Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. ii. 4, 7. the Doctrine of 
the Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, teaching us, 


that denying Ungodlineſs, &c. Tit ii. 11, 12. The Doe 
trine of God manifeſted in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. ii. 16. com- 
ing in our Place and Room, and as our Surety, making full 


and complete Satisfact on to divine Juſtice, offended by 
Man's Sin, 2 Pet. ii. 24. and ii. 18. 2 Cor. v. 21. anfwer- 
ing in a!! Pots, the Demand of à broken Law, by nat 
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any dying to redeem us from the Curſe of it, being made 
a Curſe for us, Gal. iv. 4, 5, and iii, 13. But by doing 
perfectly all, the firſt Covenant required of us in Order to 
Salvation, or Life rather, Rom. v. 19. The Doctrine of 
Chriſt's glorious Perſon, Offices, Undertaking, all-ſufficient 
inexhauſtible Fulneſs; as being made of God unto us Wiſe 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Redemption; * The 
Doctrine of Chriſt's Market of free Grace in the Goſpel 
viz." Of no Price or Qualification, being required of loft 
undone Sinners, as a Condition in Order to their believing 
in the Name of the Son of God, © in order” to their be- 
ing made welcome to Chriſt, and intereſted in Him * by 
« Faith, Ia. Iv. 1. John vi. 37. Rev, xxii, 17.“ + The 
Doctrine of Juſtification, by the act ve and paſſive Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to us, as our whole and ſole 
= Righteouſneſs, in, and by the Act of Believing on him, as 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs : The Doctrine of Repentance 
from dead Works, as the Gift of an exalted Saviour, 
and as flowing from Faith in his Blood; The Doctrine 
of the Soul's indiſſoluble Union with Chriſt, and of 
everlaſting Deliverance from the Curſe of the Law, upon 
one's firſt believing; Of living, while we are in the Ficſh, 
by the Faith of the Son of God; Of receiving all, doin 
all, enduring all in the Way of Truſt, Confidence — 
Dependence on Him in the Promiſes; The Doctrine of Sal- 
vation, not by Works of Righteouſneſs, done or to be 
done by us, but by Free grace from firſt to laſt. I do not 
diſtinguiſh between the Doctrine and the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel ; the Doctrine being much of it contained in the 
\ Þ Promiſe. 
This Doctrine is what. in the Language of the Holy 
Ghoſt in Scripture, goes by the Name of the Co/þel/ of the 
Grace of tod, Acts xx. 24. The Word of Faith, Rom. x. 
8. The Word of Life, Phil. ii. 16. The Word of Truth, 
the Goſpel of our Salvation, Epb. i. 1. The C ofpel of 
Peace, Eph. vi. 15. The 'ii/dom of Cod, the manifo/d 
Wiſdom of God, Eph. iii. ro, The Wiſdom of Cod in a 
i Myſtery, 1 Cor. ii. 6. The Myſteries of the Kingdom, 
Mark iv. 11 The. Reve/ation of the Myſtery which was 
Abet /ecret ſince the World began, Rom, xvi. 25. The 
OT D Myſtery, 
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Myſtery of the Will of God, Eph. i. 9. Which from the Ne. 
inning of the World hath been hid in God, Eph. iii. 9. 
The Myſte y of Chriſt, Eph wii. 4 The Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, Eph vi. 19. The My/tery of the Faith, 1 Tim. 
tii. 9. The Myſtery of Cod the Father, and f Chriſt, Col, 
ti. 2. This is that Glaſs, wherein, with open Face, we be- 
hold the Glory of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Even the Glory 
of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, Chap. iv. 6. 
This Doctrine is a bleſſed Emanation from the eternal 
Fountain of Wiſdom and of Truth : And, being a ra- 
viſhing, matchleſs Diſcovery of the divine Goodneſs, Wiſ-⸗ 
dom, Condeſcenſion, Grace, Love, and of all the divine 
Perfections, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, ** it” has more 
Impreſſions of the divine Glory and Excellency on it, by 
much, than has the whole Creation of Gbd beſides. The 
Deſign and native Effect of which © Goſpel,” when it is 
believed and entertained, when it is allowed to have its 
due Operation on the Minds of Men, is their Recovery from 
their orginal Apoſtacy, their Deliverance from a State of 
Mitery, Darkneſs, Bondage, into a State of glorious Li- 
berty, Light and Peace; their filial Acceſs to, and Com - 
muniou with God now, and their immediate, full, never- 
ending Enjoyment of him afterwards. Their Holineſs, 
their Uſefulneſs in the World, yea, every Thing that is 
truly good, holy, juſt, benign or beneficial among Men, 
is derived from it, or influenced by it. This glorious Doc- 
trine, is what is committed to the Truſt of Miniſters, to 
be by them carried and proclaimed through the World, 
as good and true News folk Heaven; to aſſure the Sons 
of Men of their infallible Certainty, and to perſuade them 
to believe the ſame, and to venture their All upon them: 
For to a carnal World they are Fooliſhneſs; they look 
on them as an unlikely, unfeaſible Story, and therefore are 
they by them, if not utterly rejected, entertained with a 
cold Indifference and Diſregard : But to them that believe, 
are they found to be the Wiſdom of God, aud the Power 
of God. ; 
Theſe Truths of the Goſpel have, of all other, the high- 
eſt Certainty, as coming immediately from Heaven, and 
with all the nobleſt Tendency, as was ſaid, in that they 
lead all, who believe and embrace them, directly Home 
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thither; no leſs than the Pillar of Cloud and of Fire, did 
old Ifrael to the typical Canaan. It was this Doctrine, 
when the World was wrapt up in Darkneſe, thicker than 
that. in the beginning, on the Face of the Deep, let down 
the Day-ſpring from on High upon us, and brought Life 
and Immortality to Light again. Theſe are Pearls and 
Jewels of Heaven, more precious than Rubies, and that 
all Thinps to be defired here below, are not to be com- 
pared with: No wonder then, that to Believers they be 
dearer than the Apple of their Eye, yea, than their 
very Lives, - 

This Divine, heavenly Doctrine, revealed by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to his Apoſtles, and by them, or rather the 
Hy Spirit in them, faithfully delivered to us in the Holy 
Scriptures, is the firſt and principal Part of the Chriſtian 
Religion: for without it there can be no divine ſaving 
Faith, which comes only by hearing of the Word of God. 
Without it there can be no Church, which being no other 
than a Society of believing Men and Women, by Faith 
united to Ckriſt, and one to another in Love; where the 
Doctrine of Faith is not, there Believers cannot be. With- 
out this, Antiquity, long Succeſſions, Pomp and Magnifi- 


cence of Churches, and of outward Adminiſtrations in Re- 


ligion, frequent and fervent Devotions, Strictneſs and Au- 
ſter'ty of Life, bearing of a Semblance of Holineſs, cau no 
more make a Church, than a well drawn Picture does - 
Min. An Union of Multitudes in the ſame Sentiments 
and Op'nions, is no other without it, than a Conſpiracy of 
Error againſt the Truth: which, by how much it is the 
more (trait and cloſe, is ſo much the more dangerous: all 
which have, for many Ages paſt, been verified of the Church 
of Rome, falſely ſo called. Whatever Diſorders or Cor- 
ruptions may creep into a Church, among the Officers or 
the Members of it, if the Doctrine of the Goſpel remains 
ſound aud entire, they will be the eaſier remedied by much: 
but if that is no more to be found, the Foundation is razed : 
in which Caſe, all the Reparations can be made, will be to 
little Purpoſe, without that be laid anew, Further, the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel being, as the dawning of the eter- 
nal Day, when it, in any material Points, once falls under 
an Eclipſe, Night and the Shadow ot Death overipreads a 
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Church or Land, the Path of Life is loſt, Souls are bewilder- 


ed, and can no longer find the Way into the City. 


There are two Things further I ſhall take Notice of, 
anent the Truths or Doctrine of the glorious Goſpel; one 


is, the Reaſon » hy fo frequently in the New Teſtament, it 


goes by the Name of the Fa1TH, namely, becauſe the firſt 
and main Thing required of us, with Reference to it, that 


we may be ſaved,“ it is, that we believe it; not in a ge- 
neral and biſtorical Way only, but cordially, firmly, par- 
It is of the 


ticnlarly, and with Application to ourſelves: 
laſt Importance to Sinners, both ourſelves and others, aud 
thercfore deſerves our particular Notice and Regard, viz. 
of God in 
Chriſt, reconciling the World to himſelf, the good News 
from Heaven, of Salvation and eternal Life in Chriſt, to 
loſt Sinners of Adam's R ice, that whoever of them all will 
believe in his Name, ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 


Life; that is, I ſiy, is the great Ordinance of God, ap- 
ponies bleſt and made effectual, as well for begett ng ofy 


Faith, as for building us up in Faith and Holineſs: this 
„ therefore” of believing the Goſpel is, by any Means, to 
be opened, and preſt upon loſt Sinners, as that without 
Which the Goſpel will be of none Effect, as to them. And 
here great Wiſdom, Experience and Inlight into the My- 
ſtery of Chriſt, is needful: all I take take upon me to ſay 
of it at the Time, is, || That it is ſomewhat removed as 


Far as can be from the Nature of a Work, chat is, Faith and 


Believing in the moft native and penuine Senſe of the Words, 
which the Lord requires of us, that we may be ſaved: for 
if we carefully heed not the proper Senſe of the Words of 
the Holy Ghoſt, we will be in Danger of loſing the Faith. 
The next is, he neceſſary Connexion there is, betwixt 
Sanctificat ion of the Spirit, and the Belief of the Truth, 
between the glorious Truths of the Goſpel, believed and 
embraced; and Holineſs of Heart and Lite, That theſe 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, believed as faithful and good, 


with Application to one's ſelf (other wiſe they are not be- 
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lie ved as they ought: for to believe they are faithful, good 


na ahtd true in the general, and to ſome, is no more than what 


Hypocrites and Reprobates may do and believe) ale and 
will, according to the Meaſure of Faith, be a mighty and 


ever. 
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4A Sund SERMON: 5 21 
never- failing Mean of Sanctiſcation, is evident from 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. compared with the laſt Verſe of the former Chapter, 
Rom. vi. 17 2Cor, ii 18. x Jobn ih, 3. 2 Thelf. ii. 1 
Tit. ii. 11, 12 For the Grace of God, that bringeth Sal. 
vation, hath appeared unto all Men; teaching us, that de- 
'nying Ungodlineſs,—we ſhould tive ſoberly, c. The 
Law, though it taught the ſime Thing, many a Day, yet 
it could never, for all its Authority and Severity, make 
one ſinful Creature learn the Leſſon: but the Grace of God 

revealed to Faith, in the Do&rine of the Goſpel, teaches it 
effectually, and to purpoſe.F That it muſt be fo, and cau- 
„ not be otherwiſe, might, if it were neceſſary, or Time did 
allow, be made as evident, as the moſt demonſtrable Pre- 
ſition is. : 
For the ſame Reaſon it is, 5 the Doctrine of dis Go. 
pel is called, the Doctrine which is accord ng to Godlineſs, 
2 Tim. vi. 3. the great MHhſler of Godlin:/s, 1 Tim. iii. 
16. The Heathens had their Religious Myſteries in their 
Idol Temples, that miſerable Idolaters were, by their 
Prieſts, the Devil's Miniſters, ſecretly initiated and inſtruce 
ted in; which. were no other, generally, than Myſteries 
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* of Impurity and Ungodlineſs: the Apoſtles ſpeak alſo of 
* another Myſtery, which was even in their Days began to 
= wok, and has. ſince been revealed, namely, the Myſtery of _ 


Antichriſt, directly oppoſite to the Myſtery of Chriſt; but 

it alſo is a Myſtery of Iniquity, of Abominations aud Fil- 
thineſs, much a-kin to the former, Rev, xvii, A Myſtery 
which is yet, at this Day, alas! working mightily i in theſe 
Lands: but behold, ſays the Apoſtle, here is another- Sort 

of Myſtery, even a Myſtery of Godliuels; a Myitery that 

renounces the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty, that abandons 
all Manner of Ungodlineſs, a Myſtery that teaches Godli- 
nels, effectually works, and produces Godlineſs in all, who 
are once initiated in the Knowledge and Belief of it. 

The Obedience of Faith, that we read of, Rom: xvi. 26, 
is of the ſame Import; namely, the Obedience that is in- 
ſeparable from Faith, that natively flows from Faith, that 
is produced, by Faith 3 in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by a Faith 
of the glorious Truths of the Goſpel: and beſides this O- 
bedience of Faith, there is not, neither can there be, any e- 
vangelical Obedience. Sinners out of Chriſt, it is true, 
* mult 
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22 The T AUST, 
muſt be preſſed and encouraged to the Uſe of all Means ap. 
pointed for the working of Faith, and for their coming te 
Acquaintance with Chriſt and God in him: (for without 
they hear, to inſtance, how can they believe?) “ But ti 
once a Soul be ſaved by believing, there will not, nor gan 
there be any, whether comfortable or acceptable. Doinp ; y 

for without Faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi, 6. | 
From all which we may learn, “ that the preaching of the 

Doctrine of Free-Grace (however the Corruptions of Man's 

Nature be diſpoſed to abuſe it, which the Spirit of God 

was aware of, and which he has ſufficiently cautioned us a- 

ainſt, in the New Teſtament) will never, of itſelf, lead 

eople to looſeneſs of Life; yea, fo far from it, it is the 
great Mean appointed and bleſt, to the quite contrary 
Purpoſe, namely, the producing of real Holineſs : therefore, 
all Fears of that Sort, are equally vain and ignorant. 

Now, this Myſtery of God and Chriſt, this Myſtery of y 
Godlineſs, this Doctrine of Faith, is committed in Truſt '3 
unto Miniſters, to be by them kept ſound and entire, to be 
kept pure and diſtin; to be kept not only the ſame for 
Subſtance, but the ſame in point of Simplicity. 

Firſt, This Truſt is committed to them, to be kept ſound 
and entire. Of the whole Myſtery of Faith revealed, no- 
thing may be loſt: the very Fragments of Goſpel Truth, \ 0 
if any of them may be ſo compared, are to be gathered up | k 

and preſerved. As even the Filings of Gold, becauſe Gold 
as well as the whole Piece, are not to be loſt, ſo it is here: 
and much the rather, becauſe of that neceſſary Connexion 
there is among Goſpel Truths, that one of them cannot be 
loſt or wanting, without Prejudice to the others, W here- 4 
fore, Miniſters muſt keep, and as they have Opportunity, | 
declare all the Counſel of God, Acts xx. 27, As Moſes 

would not, ſo neither muſt they confent, that one Hoof of 

what is committed to their Charge, be detained or cut off 

from the reſt. None who hear the Name of Chriſt, but 

they will be content, yea, zealous to keep ſome Part of this 

Truſt: but fince the Doctrine of the Goſpel is com- 

mitted in Truſt, without it be kept whole and entire, it is 

not kept in the Senſe of the Text; and the Truſtee will 

otherwiſe be found in Male fde + Yea, a Thouſand to one, 

but he ſhall be found a flothful and unprofitable Servant, 


and 
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and ſentenced accordingly, For, however we may come 
and go, and compromiſe in our own Matters, we, by no 
Means, may uſe a like Freedom, in reference to what is com- 
mitted to usin Truſt, with expreſs Order to the contrary, 
What our Lord ſays, Mat. v. 19. in Reference to the 
Law, is equally applicable to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
namely, Mhoſo therefore ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Com- 
mandments (or betray one of theſe leaſt Truths) and ſhall 
teach Men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of 


Heaven: but whoſoev:r ſhall do and teach them, the ſame, 
&c. 


Secondly, This Part of the Truſt is committed to be 


kept pure and diſtint, No Additions, no Mixtures, no 
Alterations may be made here: Hay and Stubble may not 
be interlaced with the Gold and precious Stones to be built 
on the Foundation; they muſt not adulterate the Wares 
of Heaven with their own Stuff, the better to get it vend- 
ed off. The Lord complains, Jer. xxiii. That the Pro- 
phets gave forth their own Dreams and Lies in his Name: 
wherefore he ſays, The Prophet that hath a Dream, let 
him tell a Dream ; and he that hath my Word, let him ſpeak 
my Word faithfully e what is the Chaſf to the Wheat? ſaith 
the Lord, Ver 28. They muſt not deliver any Thing as 
the Lord's ſaying, but what they are ſure they have receiv- 
ed at the Lord's Mouth, in his holy Oracles; Thus /aith the 


Lord, muſt not be heard, when the Lord has not ſpoken 


it. But more” particularly, they muſt keep the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt diſtin from, 

1. The Doctrines of Men, their own or of others. Is 
vain do they worſhip me, teaching for Doctrines the Com- 
mandments of Men, Mat. xv. 9. Why are ye Subject t. 
Ordinances ——after ——the Dofrines of Men, Col. ii. 22, 
It mult, by any Means, be kept diſtin& trom the vain Bab- 
blings and Oppoſitious of Science, in the Text. See alſo 
I Tim. i. 3 and vi. 3. The Doctrine of the Goſpel being 
a Truſt, there is no Room left for Ingine or witty Inventi- 
on, in Point of new Things: there 1s Place for Prayer, 
Meditation and Study indeed, in order, not to any new In- 
vention, but to the Difcovery of the Things of the Spirit 
of God, The Goſpel not being as Philoſophy is, the Pro- 
duct of human Reaſon, Miniſters muſt content themſelves 
with being Traſtecs, without affecting to be Authors in 
the Caſe. | The 
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| Te TRUST, | 
The vain and preſumptuous Mind of Man, finding ltfelF 
fo hedged up here, from inventing or adding any Thing 
of its on, becomes impitient of the Reſtra nt, breaks 
through the Bounds God has ſet him, and will needs be 
a Free-thinker, and an Author in Divine Things. But a- 
las! by their waxing vain in their Imaginations, their foo- 
liſh Heart is darkned: and by profeſſing themſelves to be 
wiſe, they become Fools, Rom. i. 2, 22 How much, 
not only in former Days, but at this preſent Time, even 
in Britain and Ireland, Chriſt in his Goſpel is ſuffe ing 
fram this Sort of Men, this Audience I preſume, needs not 
be informed. But what is moſt lamentable, ** next to the 
Diſhonour done to our glorious God and Saviour,” ſuch 
Divines falſely fo called, go never to Deſtruction alone; 
yea, ſo far from it, they lead Shoals of filly Souls (who 
call them Maſter, and are willing in a Seuſe to be baptized 
in their Name) along with them, and after them : So 
fond are we naturally of the Divinity deviſed and taught 
hy Men, rather than of that Divinity, which has glorious 
Chriſt for its Author, who brought it from the Boſom of 
the Father, the Seat and Source“ of Counſel and Aﬀec- 
tion, and revealed it unto us, 

But this Goſpel being committed to Miniſters in Truſt, 
as an “ uneſtimable”” Pearl out of Heaven's Treaſure, 
they muſt keep it clear of every Thing that is Man's : 
They muſt baniſh from their Faith and Preaching, every 
Doctrine, be it ancient or modern, that calls Man Fa- 
ther. If a Doctrine can inſtruct its Pedigree no otherwiſe, 
than by the Subtilty of the Schools, the Authority of 
Councils, the Characters of ſuch Godfathers or Adopters, 
or by its own goodly Features and Complexion,” as 
being probable, fine, witty, rational, well-proportioned, 
it is but a ſpurious Brood; and therefore not to be owned 
as any Part of the Truſt: Since it was not tranſmitted to 
vs from Chriſt, by his Apoſtles, it belongs to the vain Babble 
avd Baſtard Science of the Text. It was well ſaid by Baſil 
one of the Ancients, That Miniſters are not to,be Authors 
of any DoRrine, but Guardians of that which is commit- 
ted to their Truſt f; And that the Work of Councils, 
aſſembled for the Cauſe of Truth, is not to make new 
| Artieles 


t Hit. Trip. L. 7. Cap. 36. cit. Daill. 


1 1 « ” * 1 
' * W 1 2 
- ol wh 


——. 


4 £4 


| A S$nod SER MON. 25 
Articles of Faith, but to preſerve, explain and defend, the - 
Doctrine of Faith delivered from the Bepinning, agaiuſt. 
ſuch Errors and Hereſies as riſe in Oppoſition thereto. 

2, * They muſt keep t diſtin " 64 the Law, which, 
though it may be called the Doctrine of God, yet, be- 
ing of a Nature and Deſign quite different from this, and 
God himſelf having ſeparated and kep them diſtinct, we 
muſt not offer to unite or conjoin them F, The one is 
called the. Miniſtration of the Letter, of Death, and-of 
Condemnation, the other a Miniſtration of the Spirit, of 
Life, and of Righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. iii, The confounding, 
jumbling, or blending of theſe two after any Sort, this 
ſame Apoſtle was, we find, as much afraid of, as one would 
be of mingling the rankeſt Poiſon into the moſt ſovercign 
Medicine. What Care and Pains he was at, to keep Mi- 
niſters from teaching, and People from expecting Salva- 
tion, in Whole, or in Part, by the Law, as an Inſtrument 
or mean of Righteouſneſs and Life, his Epiſtles, particu- 
larly theſe to the Romans and Galatians, do, and will bear 
Teſtimony to all Generations. The Difficulty is great 
here, becauſe of a ſtrong Propenſion in al} Men, by Nature, 
towards the Way of the old Covenant: And therefore 
much need has the Man of God, in this Buſineſs, of ſpiritu- 
al Judgment and Underſtanding from above; eſpecially 
when the Danger is conſidered : For if herein he miſtakes, 
let him mean never fo well, he kills, inſtead of curing, 

It is certain, there is need of the Law as a School - maſ- 
ter to bring us to Chriſt, and it is as certain, they who are 
once brought to him by means of it, tho' they continue 
to need both Diſcipline and Inſtruction, are never to be 
ſent back to their old School- maſter, * the Law as a Co- 
venant, I mean, for either the one or the other, Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt being a divine Prophet and King, both 
of them, wants neither Wiſdom nor Authority for inſtruc- 
ting and governing his Children: And as he needs not, ſo 
neither will he truſt them with any ſuch Governors or Tu- 
tors. || This Truſt therefore Miniſters are to keep ſo di- 
ſtin& and pure from the Law, as not only to teach Peo- 
ple not to look for Salvation, neither for Works nor by 
Works, but only for Chriſt and by Faith in him r; _ 
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alſo carefully to caution them againſt the ſeeking of Sal- 

vation, as it were by the Works of the Law, * 

The Difficulty and Importance of this Point, with the 
ſpiritual Skill that is neceſſary to it, made Luther, that 
third Elijah, often ſay, He who had learned rightly to 
diſtinguiſh between the Law and the Goſpel, was a good 
Divine. It is likewiſe” a judicious Obſerve of the great 
Owen on that Text, 2 Cor. xi. 3. I fear leſt—as the Ser- 
pent beguiled Eve —ſo your Minds ſhould be corrupted 
from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt ; viz. That the Te- 


nor of the Covenant of Works being propoſed to our firſt - 


Parents in a Prohibition with a Threatening annexed t!.ere- 
to, and the Covenant of Grace, being propoſed to us 
principally in the Promiſes of the Goſpel ; As Satan bepuil- 
ed Eve, by corrupting the Threatening with his falſe In- 
terpretation ; So he, ever ſince, by all Means endeavoured 
to beguile her Poſterity, by corrupting the Promiſes of the 
new Covenant with one ff: Interpretation or other, in 
Oppoſition to the Wiſdom and Grace of God diſplayed 
therein, | 

I have inſiſted the longer on this, that I take it to be 
the main of the Truſt intended in the Text; tho' not ex- 
cluſive of, but rather as including the other Two, namely, 


II. The Inſtitutions of Chriſt, For, ſince He, as the 


alone King and Head of his Church, has, in and by this 
- Goſpel, changed and aboliſhed theſe ſolemn Ordinances of 
Worſhip and Government, which God himſelf, by Moſes, 
ſet up under the Old Teſtament, thereby rendering it cri- 
minal for any one whoever, to ſerve God any longer ac- 
cording to theſe; it is not to be thought, either that he 
would leave his Church deſtitute of Ordinances, or that he 
removed theſe which had their Riſe from the Wiſdom of 
God, to make Room for the Wiſdom of Man to diſplay its 
witty; but vain, Inventions in the Matters of God's Glo- 
ry, and of his own eternal Felicity, No, ſure; Hewho is 
fet over the Houſe of Jacob, to rule it for ever and ever; 
He who fits a Prieſt upon his Throne, with full Authori- 
ty as well as Ability, to build the Temple of the Lord; 
He who is a Son over his own Houſe, has been no leſs 
faithful to Him who appointed Him, than was Moſes in all 
the Houſe of God; The Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion has completely furniſhed his Houſe with Orgi- 

; na nces, 
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with Officers and Rules of Order; and has committed all 
in Truſt and Charge to his Miniſters. As the laſt Words 
of the Old Teſtament run, Remember the Law of Moſes 
my Servant—with the Statutes and the Judgments, Mal. 
iv. 4. So our Lord's laſt Words to his Miniſters, when 
he was leaving the Earth, were, Teaching them to obſerve 
all Things whatſoever I have commanded you, Matth. 
xxviii 20. | 

They are appointed and ſet in the Houſe of God, for 
this very Thing, to ſee that all Things, commanded by 
the God of Heaven: For if the Ordinances, whether of 
Worſhip, or Government, be in the leaſt corrupted from 
the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, the divine Preſence, Bleſ- 
ling and Acceptance, are in fo far forfeited. And there- 
fore, if they be in ever ſo little tainted or blended, imme- 
diately from their own Wiſdom, or other-Luſts, or from 
the Luſts of other Men, be they of what Character they 
will, without their bearing due Teſtimony againſt the ſame, 
they will have it toanſwer for; For none may in the leaſt 
add to, or diminiſh from divine Inſtitutions, without they 
ſhew their Commiſſion under the Broad-Seal of Heaven 
for that Effet; and likewiſe inſt-.u&t their Power to bleſs 
and make effectual what they appoint. 

The Ordinances of Chriſt, as they have no need of the 
meretrecious Paint, Attire, or Embelliſhments of Man's 
Wit, their Glory being of another Nature; fo they being 
Heaven's appointed Means for glorifying God in the 
World, and for our Sanctification, as well as a ſacred 
Trait, Miniſters have need to be very jealous over them; 
and fo much the more, that God has, in Reference to the 
Ordinances of his Houſe eſpecially, declared himſelf a 
Jealous God. Will-worſhip and voluntary Humility. are 
an Abomination to the Lord; and all one with Pride, 
Rebellion, and Irreligion, in his Account : The cuttiug off 
a Dog's Neck, or the Offering of Swines Blood, for Sa- 
criſice, were not more lothſome and deteftable under the 
Old Teſtament, than human Inventions annexed to, or 
mingled in with divine Inſtitutions are to him under the' 

ew. 

As Parphar and Abana, Rivers of Damaſkus, might 
be as good Water for waſhing away the Filth ot the 
Fleſh, as Jordan was, yet the Former wanting that 
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Word of divine Inſtitution, which the latter had, they 
could not be uſed in Faith, in Order to Healing; nor was 
any Bleſſing from God to be expected on them for that 
End: Even ſo, though it were granted, that croſſing, 
kneeling, praiſing of God with Pipes and Whiſtles, relipi- 
ous kiſſing of Bibles in ſolemn Worſhip, jouking at Words 
and Sounds, making of religious Curtiſies to Tables, or 
to the Sun-rifing, (or the Eaſt) reading of Prayers to 
God, and reading of them Word about, &c, were as good 
in themſelves as the doing otherways; yet theſe being 
deſtitute of ſo much as a Shadow of divine Inſtitution, 
thev can never be uſed in Faith of the divine Acceptance 
or Bleſſing. Yea, fo far from it, that God, who knows, 
and never fails to call Things by their right Names, calls 
Corruptions in the Ordinances of his Worſhip, like unto 
theſe; he calls them, I fay, ſpiritual Whoredom, Adul- 
tery, playing the Harlot, and committing of Lewdnefs 
with Strangers, &c. 
If Man's Wiſdom be once allowed to add or alter fo 
much as one Loop or Pin, it will never be eafy, or at reſt, 
without the whole Tabernacle be new modelled, accord- 
ing to the Pattern in his own Head. Aud one cannot tell 
what may be the Conſequences of, nor huw much the Lord 
may be diſpleaſed with a very ſmall Variation from the 
Pattern ſhewed in the Mount. The bearing of the Ark 
upon a New Cart, was as harmleſs and extrinſic an Inno- 
vation, ai People could readily fall upon, in Reference to 
the” Houſe of God; yet, was it met with a very ſenſible 
Token of the divine Jealouſy. Nor will good Meanings 
and Deſigns be ſuſtained as any whit of an Apology for 
ſuch officious Services, is but a cold one; namely, Who 
has required theſe Things at your Hands? For I com- 
manded them not, no: came it ſo much as into my Mind, 
As the Zeal of God's Houſe conſumed our Lord himſelf, 
and the typical David, both of them; fo ought the ſame 
Spirit to be in all his Miniſters fpecially: They ought to 
do what in them lies, by“ Reformation and“ a ſpiritual 
impartial Exerciſe of Diſcipline, to purge the Houſe of God, 
1 Tim. v. 20, 21 Tit. i. 13. and ii. 15. And to watch 
and withſtand, from entering into it, all ſuch Perſons and 
Things, as, in the Book of the Manner of the Houle, have 
no Warrant to be there. For to them has the Son, who 
5 5 18 
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4s over bis own Houſe, committed, in Truſt, the Ordinan- 


ces and Order of it, with a ſolemn Charge to keep them 


pure and entire, without any the leaſt Addition or Sub- 


ſtraction, Mixture or Exchange of one Thing for another; 
Therefore, all ſuch, be who they will, tho' they were even 
Kings or Parliaments. uo would fet up their Poſt by 
God's Poſts, or their Threfhold by his Threſholds, to the 
defiling of his Houſe, and of his holy Name, they muſt with- 
ſtand, Ezek. xliii 8. Obſervable is that Word, 


tar, to hew, poliſh, or make them more lightly) thou haſt 
polluted it, Exod. xx. 25. 3 
The Ordinances are alſo committed to their Truſt, to 


be by them, in a believing Dependance on him, kept up 


and miiptained in their Power and ſpiritual Glory, with- 
ot which they will prove but ineffectual to the great 
Ends of their Inſtitution, and will fall under the Contempt 
of a carnal World. This was the Apoſtle Paul's great 
Care, 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. 

Further he has committed in Truſt. to their keeping, his 
own royal Rights, Prerogatives, Dignities, in and about 
his Houſe, as King of Zion: to be by them aſſerted, main» 
tained and defended, againſt all Pretenders and Invaders 
whatſoever : Theſe are they in no Caſe, be the Coſt and Peril 


what it will, to ſurrender, part with, or drop, by ceafing 
to claim and own them, if they would not be found, and.. 


accordingly treated as Traitors to their Truſt, and againſt 
his Crown and Dignity, as the alone King and Head of 
his Church, 

To them likewiſe as Guardians, has he committed in 
Truſt, the Rights and Privileges of his Children and Peo- 
ple, the Church of Believers, to be for them preſerved and 
maintained from the Invaſions and Encroachments of all 
ſuch as will, by Deceit or Violence, opprels, rob, or make: 
a Prey of them, | ji) 

To them has he alſo committed in 'Truſt, their own Of- 
fice, as Truſtees in his Houſe, that they may diſcharge it, 
and maintain it with the Rights and Privileges thereunte 
belonging, againſt all ſuch as would enſlave, or bring them 
into Bondage. The Power and Authority, their Lord has 
inveſted them with, they are to keep and hold themſelves 
well contented with, ihe it for Edification, and not for 

Deſtruction; 
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Deſtruct on: without thirſting, catching, or clambering 
for more, whether under the Notion of Nepatives, or Po- 
fitives: and all this as they would be approved and found 
faithful by their Lord at his coming, All this, and much 
more, belongs to the Second Branch of the Truſt above- 
named, viz. The Inſtitutions of Chriſt. But I come to 
the Third Branch of the Truſt, namely, 

IIT. His holy Commandments. The Goſpel of Chriſt is 
a holy Goſpel; the Doctrine of it is a Doctrine of Holi- 
neſs; the Inſtitutions of it are the Means of Holineſs; the 
Promiſes of it are the fweeteſt and ſtrongeſt Motives to 
Holineſs; the Grace of it diſpoſes and enables to Holineſs; 
the Spirit whereof it is the Miniſtration, is a Spirit of Ho- 
lineſs; the glorious Author of it is the great Ey emplar of 
Holineſs, and the Commands of it require, and are the Rule 
of Holineſs. | WC 

So though Believers be not under the Law in the Senſe 
of the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking by the Apoltle Paul, yet are 
they not therefore Children of Belial, walking without 
Yoke. it is true, the moſt eminent of orthodox Divines, 
have held, that the Goſpel taken properly and ſtriftly (for 
the good News from Heaven. of Help in God throu; |: Je- 
ſus Chriſt, for loſt undone ſelf · deſtroy ing Sinners) had nei- 
ther Precepts nor Threatenings belonging to it : yet there 
is no doubt of it (nor did they ever ſpeak or mean other- 
wiſe) the Law of God s in the G ſpel. 

In no Senſe indeed conſiſtent with the Words of the 
Holy Ghoſt in Scripture (and what is not ſo, is no other 
than the vain Babblings, mentioned in the Text; let Men 
colour it as they will, or can) are Believers under the Law, 
as it is the Covenant of Works, whether commanding or 
condemuing ; whether as to Obedience, or as to Satisfac- 
tion a for Chriſt, as our Surety, having fuily anſwered the 
Demands of the Law commanding, as well as of the Law 
condemning, it is clear, as wri with a Sun- Beam, that Be- 
lievers in Chritt cannot be under the Ten Commands, as they 
are the Matter of that Covenant, which beinga n Image of 
God's Holineſs or Righteouſneſs can never be ſuppoſed to 
require that which would be Uurighteous, namely, a double 
Paymeut of the ſame Debt.F But though Matters ſtand 
thus betwixt Believers, and that Law-Covenaut, ** 

hey 
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they not therefore without Law to God, being ander the 
Law to Chri// ; which is no otbet than what of Old the 
Lord promiſed to Moſes, I will raiſe them up a Prophet 
from among their Brethren I te unto thee, and will put 
my Words in his Mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all 
that I ſhall command him, And-—— whoſoever will not 
hearken unto my Words which he ſhall ſpeak in my Name, 
Twill require it of him, Deut. xviii. 18, 9. © It is no o- 
ther than what was foretold by the Prophets, namely, that 
the Law ſhould go forth of Zion, Ia. it. 3. Micah iv. 2. 
It is no other than whath the Father has, immediately 
from Heaven with” his ewn Mouth, enjoined us, This 
is my beloved Son, hear ye him, Mat. xvii. 5. Hear him as 
the great Prophet revealing, teaching; hear him as the 
alone King and Law giver of the Church, commanding; 
hear him only, hear him in a/l Things, Acts iii. 22. hear 
him always. . | ; 

And as it is the Father's Will we ſhould receive the 
Law from his Son's Mouth; ſo the great Thing, our Lord 
expects and requires of his People and Followers, is, that 


they will ſo do; If ye love me, keep my Commandments, 


John xiv. 15. Te are my Friends, if ye do whatſoever I 


command you, John xv. 14. Nor does the Commiſſion of 


his Miniſters extend any further, than to tech and require 
Men in his Name, to obſerve and obey whatſoever their 


Lord has commanded. Further, if the Doctrine of the - 


Goſpel be the Doctrine of Chriſt, and if the Doctrine of the 
Inſtitutions of the Goſpel be the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, then 
muſt alſo the Commandments of the Goſpel be the Com- 
mandments of Chriſt. And if he be the true ſupreme God 
equal with the Father, and alſo the Prophet of the whole 
Will of God, as certainly he is; the Father gives now no 


Laws nor Commands to the Church but by him; and who 


hear and obey him, they hear and obey the Father; for the 
Father is in him: on the other Hand, whoever refuſes or 
demurs to hear him, being the ſole Ambaſſador of Heaven, 
and having the whole Will, Name, Authority and Nature 
of God in him, he ſhall be cut off Ever) Soul which 
will not hear that Prophet, ſhall be deſtrayed from among 
the People, Acts iii. 23. + | 
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8 5 5 23. TRUST, 
s Neither, though as to Believers they be diveſted of the 
=_ Law, Curſe, or threatening of eternal Damnation in Caſe 
- of every Failure, are the Commands of Chriſt therefore 
15 without Sanction: for if his Children forſake his Law, and 
I walk not in his Judgments, &c. then will he viſit their 
Tranſgreſſion with the Rod, &c. Plal, Ixxxix. 30. They 
ſhall be chaſtened of the Lord in ſome Caſes ſo ſharply, as 
not only to-loſe their Comfort, and the Light of their Fa- 
ther's Countenance, but ſo as to have the Influences of Grace 
withhold, fo as to be left to fall under ſpiritual Judgments, 
to fall into Sin for the Puniſhment of former Sins, yea, 
their natural Life may go in the Cauſe, yet ſhall they not, 
for all that, be condemned with the World; for this 
Cauſe many are weak and ſickly among you, and many 
« fleep———But when we are judged. we are chaſtened of the 
Lord, that we ſhould not be condemned with the World, 
x Cor. xi. 30, 32.1 N 
Now in receiving the Law from his Mouth who is je- 
hovah our Righteouſneſs, we receive it from Jehovah, we 
receive it from our Creator, we receive it from the Great, 
the Supreme, the moſt High God, but clothing himſelf 
with, and revealing himſelf to us under the ſweet and en- 
dearing Relation and Character of a God Redeemer. God 
forbid we, at this Time of Day, ſhould, in Words or Man- 
ner of Speech, ſo much as ſeem to pive the leaſt Countenance 
to them who are, what in them lies, robbing our deareſt 
Lord of his effential Glory, pulling him from his Throne, 
and treading his Crown and Honour in the Duſt; or that 
we ſhould ſo far incroach upon and betray the Privilege and 
. Conſolation of Believers. * as to tell them, they muſt re- 
| ceive the Law from the Hand of God as Creator out of 
| Chriſt : Which ſome from among ourſelves have plainly 
enough intimated in their public Writings; F as alſo that | 
the reſtricting Believers to receive the Ten Commands only | 
. at the Hands of Chriſt, is a Doctrine injurious unte the in- 
finite Majeſty of the ſovereign Lord Creator, and to the 
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Honour of his holy Law.——Antinom. of the Marrow de- 
Et 1 rected, Page 88. 89. 
| Ab! Is be not our Sovereign Lord Creator and of infi- 


vite Majeſty ? Is not the New. Teſtament full and frequent i 
in telling us ſo much ? particularly, John i. Col. i. Heb. i. 
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bi of his being our ſovereign Lord Creator; is among the 
firſt Things we are told of him. How then can it be in- 
jurious to the Creator's Majeſty, to r-ceive the Law from 
the Creator's Mouth, revealing himſelf to us as our God 
Redeemer too? * Nay, let me deal with a God out of 
Chriſt, and direct others to him who will, we, knowing 
him to be a conſuming Fire to guilty Creatures, will and 
maſt ſay with holy Luther, We will ſhut our Eyes and 
Ears, we will neither hear, ſee, nor have to do with any 
other God, beſides Cod manifeſled in the Flaſh, even God 
in Chriſt; reconciling the World to bimſelf. We are 
Chriſt's Miniſters, let us hold by our Maſter; for our plead- 
ing the Caſe of an abſolute God againſt him, we will have 
Thanks neither from him, nor from bis Father. x 
Now Chriſt's holy Commandments being both the 
Matter and the Rule of all Goſpel Obedience, are a Part 
of the Truſt committed to Timothy, and every one of 
Chriſt's Miniſters, I Theſſ. iv. 2, 5 18. 2 Theſſ. i. 8. 
Theſe Commands of their Lord, are they, to declare, ex- 
plain, proclaim, and bind upon the Soul and Conſcience in 
his Name; en joining, commanding, 1 Tim. iv. 11. exhort- 
ing, v. 7. and vi. 2. Tit. iii 8 14. admoniſhing, rebukingz 
charging, 1 Tim. v.20. and vi. 19. according to them, ©** in 
« all Points.” In one Word, thefe holy Commands are 
they to ſet in Oppoſition to Sin in all its Shapes and Sizes, 
and with them are they to ſet forward and promote all. 
Manner of holy Converſation and Godlineſs. Ard great 
Need there is of Diligence. Watching and Contendirg in 
this Matter: for a falling away from the Holineſs of the 
Goſpel, whereof the Commands are the Rule, tends to 
the Diſhonogr of Chriſt, ſtain our holy Profeſſion, and ha- 
zards the eternal Salvation of Souls, no lefs than falling 
from its Doctrine or Inſtitutions does. This is an Evil of . 
a, moſt ſpreading and extenſive Nature; and which they 
who proteſs the Goſpel are very obnoxious to: and though 
Commonneſs takes off much of the Senſe of its Evil and 
Danger, yet ſuch as under a Profeſſion of the Goſpel turn 
alide unto open and vifible Profanity, being hardened thro? 
the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, are rarely recovered again to Re- 
pentance, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 22. Heb vi. 4, * 
— BE at 


* Rem. 1. 1 


24 I. TT CEO >... 
+ That one may be accepted of God “ through ſeſus 
„ Chriſt,” notwithſtanding ſeveral Errors and Miſtakes of 
the Mind about ſpiritual Things, none will, I think, queſ- 
tion: but that any who live and die impenitently, againſt 
the Rule and Terror of that Holineſs which the Goſpel 
teaches and requires, ſhould ever ſee the Lord, none who 
truly fear him will dare to affirm. Yet it is clear from 
Scripture, but too manifeſt to Obſervation, in theſe our 
latter Times eſpecially, that Men will, under an outward 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel, give themſelves up to the Con» 
quct, and to the gratifying of the vileſt of Luſts : thereby 
crucifying to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and putting 
bim to open Shame: for it is only where Holineſs is pro- 
feſt, and the Power of it evidenced in its Fruits, that Chriſt 
is glorified and honoured in the World. Then only is 
there a due Repreſentation of tlie Goſpel, and of its glori- 
ous Author, made to the Sons of Men, when his People 
ſhew forth in their Spirit and Walk the Power, Purity and 
Efficacy of bis Doctrine, Inſtitutions, Grace, and holy Law: 
and hereby he is glorified : but, when Men believe other - 
wiſe than the Goſpel teaches, or live otherwiſe than it re- 
quires, there is not only a Treacheryin the Truſt, but, ac- 
cording to Meaſure of Defection from the Principles of 
Goſpel Truth, or from the Rule of Obedience the Goſpel 
preſcribes, our Lord is expoſed to Shame and Suffering a- 
new: for it is only in his Goſpel, in his Servants, Intereſt 
and Members, he can now ſuffer from the Sous of Men. 
But beſides. the turning afide inte a carnal, worldly, 
lukewarm, openly finful and profane Courſe of Life, which- 
Apoſtaſy from that Holineſs the Goſpel indiſpenſibly re- 
quires of all the Followers of Chriſt and that has ſome- 
times been eminently conſpicous among them, is wofully 
manifeſt at this Day, among the Body of all Ranks of 
Perſons, who bar the Name of Chriſt; beſides this I ſay, 
there are m ny who turn afide from rhe Holineſs of the 
Golpel, unto another Holineſe, which yet is not another; 
becauſe, it is none at all. To hy nothing of them, who 
put themſelves to much Pa n, in a {tri&t Obſervance of the 
Commands aud Traditions of Men. and, by multiplying un- 
required Duties, makg, even as did the Pharifees of Old, 
the Commandments of God of none effect, by their Tra- 


ditions. 
Some 
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Some, yea, not a few, they confine the whole of their O- 
dedience to mere Morality, or ſuch a Conformity of Life, 
to the Light of Nature, ſomewhat improved by the help 
of the Scriptures, as to be uſeful and improved among Men, 
which indeed Folk, by the Uſe and Improvement of their 
ra tional Faculties, without any ſpecial Aid of the Spirit 
and Grace of Chriſt, may do for the Love of Self, and yet 
never do any Thing that is accepted with God. 

Others they apply themſelves to the Study of legal Ho- 
lineſs, or a Courſe of Obedience, much the fame for Sub- 
ſtance with what the Goſpel teaches, but proceeding from 
other Principles, and carried on by other Motives. Theſe 
labour as in the Fire for Life, in Whole or in Part, by the 
Law ; and being deſtitute of a ſupernatural Principle of liv- 
ing unto God, they, acting in all they do from Self, and to 
Self only, are their own Alpha, and their own Omega + 
The alone Springs of all their Motion, are the laviſh Fear of 
Puniſhment, and the mercenary Hope of Reward. They 
being ignorant of the Miniſtry of Chriſt, of Righteouſneſs; 
Life and Salvation in him for all, even the worſt of Sinners, 
who, ſeeing their own Undoneneſs, and hs glorious Ex- 
cellency, and counting all their beſt Gaius but Loſs and 
Dung for him, betake themſelves to him, as their alone and 
all-ſufficient Saviour, believing on his Name for Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctiſication, and Redemption; and they 
being ignorant of the true Way of making continual Ap- 
plication to him by Faith, for Grace, and Supplies of bis 
Spirit, to bring them into, and to preſerve them in a State 
of Goſpel Holineſs; „they, I ſay, being ignorant of theſe,” 
do but ſpend their Days in Vanity, and in Eud die Fools: 
for to the Loſs of all their tedious, irkſome Labour, is at 
2 added the inſupportable, irreparable Lois o: their 

uls, | 

This By-path of Baſtard Holineſs, is no other than a 
covered Way to Deſt-uQtion, leading as directly and infal- 
libly thither, as the open, broad Road of Profauity does. 


For they being ignorant of God's Righteonſneſ5, and going 
about to etabih their own Righteouſneſs, tave not ſub- 
writted hemſelves unto the Righteouſneſs of Cod Rom. x, 
3. f Sinners, partly through Pride, and partly through 
Ignorance, do not ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of God, in 

3 F 2 Chriſt. 
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Chriſt, They dh it not in its Glory, Compleatn#s' 
and Suitableneſs to the Holineſs of God, as well as to their 
Nakedneſs and Guilt ; therefore they dare not venture their 
Souls and their Salvation on it: Or elſe they fee not their 
own abſolute Need of it, their Undoneneſs without it, but 
think, if ſome ſmall Allowance be made them, they may 
do their own Turn; and therefore, they will not ſubmit to 
it; but go about to eſtabliſh and prop up that lifeleſs, loth- 
ſome Carcaſe of their own Righteouſneſs, But without 
ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of God, and a Life of Faith 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for any to dream of being holy 
according to the Mind of God, is no other, than really and 
in Effect to renounce the Gol; vel. 

And #herefore, in keeping this Branch of the Truſt, great 
Need will the Man of God have of Wiſdom from above: 
As, to inſtance in a few Particulars only, there needs Wil- 
dom. 

1. Ta bind the holy Commands on People in, their due 
Order: that is, as the Fiery Law uſhers in Chriſt to the 
Sol, by diſcovering abſolute Need of him and uiter Un- 
douenelt without him; fo is Chriſt to uſher in bis ©own Com- 
mands of the Goſpel, if Sinners be not led to Chriſt; before 
they be yoked to the Work of Obedience, our preaching 

and preſſing of Dutie on Men, will, in Effect, be but tbe 
binding af heavy Burdens on their Shoulders, which they 


will never be able to ſtand, or walk out the Way under, 


Our Lord's Order is, Com: unto me and get reſt to your 
Sorls, (viz. of the Way of believing) and then fake my 
Yok' upon yon, Mat. xi. 28, 29. And here I cannot 
but take Notice of ſome dangerous Hints and Expreſlions, 
new and odd to be met with-in our Diyinity,“ as, that not 
Faith only, but Holineſs is a Condition of our Union to 
Chriſt, and of being intereſted in his Treaſures and ſpirit- 
ual Bleſſings promiſed F Þ The very ſame with Sherlock's 
Doctrine, viz. “ That a holy Life muſt at leaſt, in Order 
«© of Nature, go before our Union with Chriſt ; becauſe by 
this we are united to him: and that we are not real liv- 
ing Members af Chriſt, till we firſt ſincerely obey Sy 
n 


* Slander 10, ff 
+ Maxwell's Sermon before the wed of Angus, &c. 
April 1720. Page 102. { W the n. of 
Chriſt, &c, Page 349. 
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Aud, that all Chriſt has done for Sinners, will-not profit 


them, without no Faith. only, but Repentance, and holy 
ſincere Goſpel Obedience ||. Now if de muſt have theſe, 
e're we can get any Good of Chriſt, where ſhall we come 
by them? We have alwaye hitherto thought, that Re- 

ntance and holy Obedience, and even Faith too, came 
— Chriſt; and, that the two former were Fruits of 
our Union with him, by Means of Faith only T. But, 
to proceed, there needs W.ſdom.. | | 
2. As to hedge People in from Licentiouſneſs, and a- 
buling the Doctrine of Free-grace on the one Hand, by 


ſpreading before them, and binding upon them the holy 


Commands, in their Spirituality aud Extent; ſo on the 
other, to guard them off Legaliſm, (that is, a flaviſh, 
Bondage Frame of Spirit, in their Duties and Obedience 

together with the ſubtil, ſecret and artful Workings of 
Selt, diſpoſing and prevailing with even the beſt ſometimes, 


to truſt to their own Duties and Obedience, in Whole 


or in Part, tor Pardon, Acceptance, and the Obtaining 
of a Reward at God's Hand. Or, in one Word, as the 
Scripture Phraſes 1t, to guard them againſt ſceking 
Righteouluels and Lite, as it were, by the Works of the 
Law: For it is not an ealy or common Attainment, to be 
diligent in all Mauner of holy Obedience, as if we were 
to win Heaven thereby, and yet, when we bave done 
all to reckon ourſelves unprofitable Servants, Again, 
there needs Wiſdom, 1 
3. To bind on Chriſt's Yoke with his own Cords; Goſs 
pel Motives and Arguments I mean, And, Finally, the 
Man of God mult be ſure to ſend People, on all Occaſions, 
to Chriſt and the free Promiſes of the Covenant; to pet 
covenauted Grace and Strength in the Way of Believing, 
for the Performance of every Duty, for walking in the 
Way of Obedience, and for bearing of the Croſs; all of 
them, in an evangelical Manner, For whatever is not 
wrought in us by the Grace of Chriſt, as well as wrought 
by us in a Way of Duty, is nothing a-kin to Goſpel 
Holineſs. | ' 
Without theſe, or the like, be duly adverted to, the ur» 
ging and preſſing upon Folk the Commands by 3 
TIE wi 
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will ſerre to little ſaving Purpoſe: For nothing d mor- 
diſpiriting and deadning, than to ſet People a great Taſks 
quite above their Strength, and that with Certification of 
the bigheſt Pains in caſe of Failure, without ſo much as 
ſhewing them how it is poſſible for them to overtake it: 
This being indeed to require Brick without affordin 
Straw. * The Commands, it is true, are the Rule — 
Way of Holineſs, but it is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
N to Faith, which is the Channel of ſanctifying 
race T. The Law, with all its Precepts and Terrors, 
was too weak, to ſtem the Tide of Sin in our Natures g 
which wouid needs, for all that it could do, have flowed 
and overflowed eternally, had not the Grace of the Goſ- 
| come and made that Red-Sea give back. It is certain - 
ſo, as that great Man of God, Profeſſor Haliburton, 
ys, One View of Forgiveneſs and pardoning Mercy, ali- 
enates the Soul more from Sin, than Twenty Sights, yea; 
Taſtes of Hell ||, 
Tho' therefore the preſſing of moral Duties and good 
Works, be an important Part of the Truſt committed, and 
ſuch a Part, as is more acceptable to the Body of common 


| Profeſſors (as being better underſtood by them, and more 


ſuited unto their natural Light and Concept on.) than the 
preaching of Chriſt, and the Doctrines of the Goſpel ; the 
eceſſity and Excellency of which, their dim Light can- 
not ſo well diſcover; yet muſt that be allowed its own 

roper Room and Place only, elſe, if it gets more, all is 
like to prove Labour in vain, and to be as one would build 


on the Sand without a Foundation ; For it is the Myſtery 


and Doctrine of the Goſpel, which is the Root and Kiſe of 
true Holineſs; - as being the Miniſtration of the Spirit, and 
the Power of God, to Salvation. ; 

Some, thro' not adverting to this, have betaken them- 
ſelves to the preaching and preſſing of Duties, or moral 
Virtue, as their great Taſk and Truſt; and fo, at length, 
have dropt Chriſt (that is, the Glories. of his Perſon and 
Offices, his Righteouſneſs, Grace, Meditation, complete 
Fulneſe, &c.) all but the Name, out of the Goipel. May 


the Lord, of his Mercy, keep us from ſplit ting on that 


Rock. Two Things have generally prevailed with Men, 
do take this Way of it. | 
: 1. They 


* Rm. 2-4 {| Amel of bis Life, P. 106. 
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1. They thought the Honour of God was not fufficients 
ly provided for, by the Doctrine of Free. grace, which 
bellows all on the Sinner freely, “ upon his believing on 
/ the Name of the Son of God; without his doing an 
thing in the firſt Place, to obtain Salvation at God 
Hand 1. Therefore, they thought it neceſſary, and 
; becoming the Honour. of God, that the Sinner ſhould do 
7 ſomething for himſelf, if not in a Way of Merit, yet in 
the Way of Condition, Qualification, &c, before God 
ſhould beſtow Pardon of Sin, Chriſt, &c. upon him +, 
But if ſuch People had duly conſidered, either the infi- 
nite Purity, and eſſential Holinefs of God's Nature, the 
Spirituality, Rigour and Severity of his holy Law, or the 
_ glorious perfection and Suitableneſs of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
nefs, for anſwering to both the one and the other, they 
might eafily have ſeen, how ſorrily tte Honour of God 
would be provided for, by the Piecing too of their filthy 
Rags to Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, for making it a complete 
Robe; and much worſe, by their ſubſtituting the one in 
Room of the other. 7 
2. |} They tbought it neceſſiry, to aſcribe ſomewhat te 
Man's own Righteouſneſs and Works, in Point of Juſtifica- 
tion and Salvation, for the Maintenance of Holineſs and 
Righteouſaeſs, in the World . For, thought they, if 
Sinners be allowed to expect all by Chriſt, and Free- 
ace, in the Way of believing, as above, without any 
Jas of their own, for that End, they will certainly. 
caſt at Holineſs, and live looſly. But, fo far has this 
Mean been from reaching the End it was deſigned for, that 
ever as this Opinion of a Righteouſneſs by Works of our 
own, grew in the Church, Licentioufneſs of Life, Unboli- 
_ neſs, Unrighteouſnefs, and all Manner of Abominations, 
grew proportionally up with it. Thus it has been from 
the Days of the Phariſees, downward, thro" all Churches; 
the Church of Rome, to inſtance, and, may I not add, 
the Church of England too? And thus it will be to the 
End of the World, the Opinion of Self · righteouſneſs, and 
Looſenefs of Converſation, will go Hand in Hand. Why 
it is fo, yea, and muſt be fo, would not be hard, if it 
was needful, to account for, * Whereas the Doctrine of 
t - * | | | Free · ' 
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Free-prate, as was before obſerved, where it is believed 


and embraced, tho? it aſcribes all to Chriſt, and leaves 


Man nothing to do in the Way of obtaining, never fails, 

nor can it fall of bringing forth true Holineſs of Heart 

III. How, and by whom this Truſt is committed to 

Timothy, and other Miniſters, in their ſeveral Ge- 
nerations. | x 

1. It is committed, originally and principally, by our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by the Holy Ghoſt. The Truſt, 


the Depoſitum is His; and to him it belongs to diſpoſe of 
it, to truſt it with, to commit it unto whomſoever he will. 
To him alone, as the ſole King and Head of his Church, 
who has all Power and Authority in Heaven and Earth 
lodged in him, for that End, does it belong, to inſtitute 
Ordinances in his Houſe, give forth Laws, appoint Offi- 


cers, to aſſign their,Qualifications, to ſet them their Work, 


to give them their Inſtructions for the Management of it 
and from no other muſt they receive them, elſe are they 
the Servants, not of Jeſus Chriſt, but of Men. He is that 
Nobleman, who is gone into a far Country, to receive for 


bimſelf a Kingdom, and to return; who, having called 


his Servants, and delivered unto them his Goods, faid to 
them all, and to every one of them, Occupy till I come, 
Matth. xxv. Luke xix. We have alſo his Conveyance of 
this Truſt to Miniſters, as my Father hath ſent me, 
even ſo ſend I you, John xx. 21. Co ye therefore, and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them, ——teaching them to 
obſerve all Things whatſoever I have commanded you, Mat, 
xxviii, 19, 20. Co ye into all the World, and preach the 
Coſpel to every Creature, Mark xvi. 15. By the Holy 
Ghoſt alſo is this Truſt committed; Take Heed therefore 
to yourſelves, and to all the Flock, over which the Holy 
Ghoſt has made you Overſeer (m——— A&ts xx. 28. He, as 
Prorex or Viceroy in the mediatory Kingdom, acting for 
and from Chriſt, has a great Concern and Efficiency in the 
committing of this Truſt ; he diſpoſes the Perſon towards 
the great Office; he qualifies with a Meaſure of ſpiritual 
Gifts and Abilities, for the faithful Diſcharge of it; he, 
by touching the Hearts of Men, points out the Perfon to 
he called forth, and ſet apart for this very Purpoſe, of 
keeping the Truſt in the Senſe of the Text; and womens 
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they provoke or grieve him, he becomes their Gvide 
Teacher, Aſſiſtant and Comforter, in the whole Un- 


dertaking.“ | 4 | 

2. It is committed miniſterially and inſtrumentally, by 
them who ordain and ſet them apart, as alſo by them - 
who ele& and call them to the keeping of the Truſt in a 
particular Charge. That not only they who are alrea- 
dy conſtitute Keepers of the Truſt, but likewiſe the Church 
of Believers, bave a Lot and Share in this important Buſi« 


neſs of committing the Truſt to ſuch an one's keeping, 


is evident, not only from Scripture, Acts i. 23, 26. and 
vi. 3, 5. and xiv. 23. &c, But from Reaſon and Nature's 
Light : So that, without a People's Election or Conſent, 
a Paſtoral Relation cannot emerge, nor can a Man have 
any Right or Warrant to keep the Truſt among them, 
as their Paſtor, This is a Part of their Birch-right, as they 
are Believers and Church-Members, which neither they 
ought to part with, nor Miniſters to ſuffer them to Le 
oppreſſed in: For, to oppre/s a Man in his Heritage, to 
turn aſide the Right of a Man, before the Face of th, moſt 
High, or to ſubvert him in his Cauſe, the Lord approveth 
not. In this Matter of committing the Truſt to one's 
keeping, among a particular Flock, neither Pope, Pre- 
late nor Patron, have any Part or Lot from the Lord: 
And therefore, whoever gives any of them Countenance 
in ſuch vitious Intromiſſions, will be found in ſo far un- 
faithful to their Truſt : For this being a Part of the Pur- 
chaſe of Chriſt's Blood, Robbers and Highway- Men of the 
World ought to be held for but little Criminals, in Com- 
parton with Robbers and Oppreſſors of this Sort, Yet is 
not the Power and Authority of Goſpel Miniſters, tor 
keeping of this Truſt, derived from either them who elect 
them, or from them who ordain them; but only from 
Chriſt, in whom all Church Power is originally and ſolely 
veſted by the Father; Their Election and Ordination be- 
ing no other than inſtituted Means, or Channels of convey- 
ing Authotity and Office- Power, from Chriſt the Head, 
unto the Perſon called. The Power is indeed by, not 
from the Church ; as if it was any Efflux of an Authority 
formally reſiding in either Officers or Members, as Subjects 
recipient of it: For ſuch a Grant of Church-Power our 
Lord never made unto any; as that they might authorita- 

G tively 


1 The TRUST, 1 
tively collate and diſpoſe of it to others, to be uſed and beld 
of them, as they ſhonld ſee Cauſe. Church - Officers hav- 
ing it by Delegation from Chriſt, they cannot W 
it unto ethers: But it is conveyed immediately from 
Himſelf, by and through all ſuch Means as he has been 
pleaſed to appoint.” | 

3. It is committed in and by the holy Scriptures, as the 
Charter of their Office, as the Record and Repiſter of 
their Commiſſion and Inſtructions. ** The Word of the 
Goſpel, or the Orders and Conſtitutions of Chriſt therein, 
may be called, morally, or in ſome ſuch Senſe, the firſt 
Recipient, Scat or Subject of all Church-Power from 
Chriſt, as Mat. xvi. 19. and xviii. 18. herein and here- 
by does the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak to us, inveſt us with the 
Truſt, and give us all our Inſtructions anent the keeping 
of it: In one Word, by theſe is the Man of Cod made 
perfett, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works, 2 Tim. 
. 17. | 

4 It is committed, or rather tranſmitted down from 
proceeding Generations of Believers, faithful Miniſters, 
and Martyrs: Who, by their believing, profeſſing, con- 
felling of it, contending for it, and fealing it with their 
Blood, kept and held it faſt. that fo it might deſcend 
unto us; recommending, and by their Example beſeech- 
ing and charging us to do the like, as for other Reaſons, 
ſo for the Sake of the Generations to ſucceed us. We 
may allude to Pſalm lxxviii. We have heard and known, 
and our Fathers have told us; We will not hide from their 
Children, ſhewing to the Generation to cume, the Praiſes 
of the Lord, and his Strength, and his N Work 
#hat he hath done; for he hath eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in 
Jacob, and appointed a Law in Iſrael, which he commanded 
eter Fathers, that they ſhould make known to their Childrens 
That the Generation to come might know them, even 
the Children which ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and 
declare them to their Children: Fhat they might ſet their 
Hope in God, and not forget the Works of God, but. 
keep his Commandinents, Ver. 3. 7. 
| The preſent Generation are appointed Keepers of the 
Truſt, not only for the Lord, but alſo for their Sake 
whazare to come next, into whoſe Hands they are eare- 
fully to commit it ſound and jntire,. as it came unto _ 
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| From their Fathers: That ſo his Name might be remembred 


to all Generations, and there never may be wanting a 
Seed to do him Service, who ſhall be accounted to the 
Lord for a Generation. Our Fathers, thoſe of them, 
I mean, who kept the Charge of the Lord, when the Bo- 
dy of the Land went aſtray from him, they, 1 ſay, mindful 
of this according to Deut. vi 7. were not wanting to us 
their Children: How little ſoever they had to leave us 
beſides, they would not leave us without the Truſt ſound 
and incorrupt. They could not think of it, that we ſhould 
be bleſſing an Idol after they were gone; therefore ſtood 
they not at parting with Poſſeſſions, Liberties, yea, and 
Life itſelf, for the Sake of the Truſt, and that we might 
inherit it. May the Children, who are yet unborn, have 
as good Reaſon, when we are gone, to riſe up and call us 
bleſſed.” | 

IV. The Qualities of the Truſt may eaſily be gathered 
out of what is already ſaid above. 

1. It is a divine heavenly Truſt; it is ſo, in reſpect of 


its Original, it was brought and committed to us from a- 


bove; it is ſo, in reſpect of its Author and Proprietor, be- 
ing committed by a divine Perſon; for it is the Goſpel of 
the bleſſed God, of our God and Saviour [eſus Chriſt : It is 
ſo, in reſpect of its own Nature, being a Truſt of Things 
divine and heavenly ; the Doctrine is divine, the Inſtitutions 
are divine, the Commandments are divine: It is ſo, in re 
ſpects of its Deſign and Tendency, &c. in reſpect of its Vir- 
tue and Efficacy; it being the Power of God to Salvati- 
on. 

2. It is a goodly, great and precious Truſt, That geod 
Thing committed unto thee (or that fair and lovely Depo- 
ſitum) keep ——1 Tim. i. 14. It is a Truſt of ineſtimable 
Price; all the Silver and Gold, Pearls and other precious 
Things of the Creation of God, are but as Droſs and Dung 
in Compariſon with it: For the Pearl of great Price, tl e 
unſearchable Riches of Chriſt; all the Fulneſs of the God- 


head belongs to it, It is good and great in itſelf, it is 


1 and great in its Effects and Conſequences, "This 
ruſt is the Glory of the Father and of Chriſt, it is the 
Wonder and Admiration of Angels, it is the Life and Sal- 
vation of Men, it is Light, Health and Joy to the World: 
For in it, and by it, is Life and Immortality, after tbey had 

| 8 2 been 


been loſt and buried in Darkneſs, broupht to Light again. 
Satan's Truſt, he gives the Wicked and the Worldl'ng a 
keeping, is an uply, a lothſome, and at beſt but a baſe and 
mean Truſt : But this is indeed a good Truſt, and well may 
they who are poſſeſſed of it ſay, The Lines are fallen to me 
in pleaſant Places: For I have a goodly Heritage. 

3. It is an honourable Truſt. © The Truſt being fo 
& glorious and ineſtimable in itſelf, it cannot but be hon- 
& ourable to be inveſted with the Charge of keeping it.” 
To be Keepers of the great Seal, to be over the Treaſury, 
to be Secretaries of State, or to repreſent the Royal Per- 
fon in the moſt ſolemn Embaſſies among Men, are but mean 
Poſts when compared with this, though the World reckons 
not ſo; becauſe they ſeek Honour one of another, ard not 
the Honour that comes from God : Hence with them any 
Office, almoſt is held more honourable than that of the 
Miniſtry ; though if their Commiſſions, Deſignations, the 
holding of their Offices, the Matter of their ſeveral Truſts, 
with the Reward that is inſured to follow a faithful Diſ. 
charge of the ſame, were compared, the Odds would ſoon 
be evident. In a falſe or a corrupt Church alfo, the Mi- 
niſtry is ever held more honourable (even not below Peo- 
ple of the beſt earthly Extract) than in the true; for Rea- 
ſons that are obvious enough: Among others, the Work is 
too much and the Wages too ſmall in the Latter, for the 
Support of worldly Pomp, and the indulging of other car- 
nal Affections. But the FAT HER, as one obſerves, though 
he had but one Son, he made a Miniſter of him, in the 
worldly Circumſtances, of all other the leaſt engaging. 
Solomon makes the Preacher his firſt Title of Honour, e- 
ven before that of King of Jeruſalem. With the Apoſtle 
Paul, Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, yea, even Priſoner of Chriſt, 
was held for a more glorious Deſignation than all the Ro- 
man Emperors Titles of Honour: And every faithful Mi. 
niſter will ſee Reaſon for ſaying, What am I, or what my 
Father's Houſe, that I ſhould have been allowed of God, 
to be put in Truſt with the Goſpel, 1 Theſſ. ii. 4. 

4. It is a weighty and difficult Truſt. The keep. 
6 ing of it, in the Senſe of the Text, will appear to be lo, 
© when we come to conſider of what belonged to it. The 
« Enemies and IIl-willers of the Truſt are many; their 
„ Deſigns and Attacks upon it, and ſuch as have it in keep- 
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* ing, ſometimes formid- ble, and other · whiles ſo ſubtile atd 
+. © covered that they are hard to be diſcovered and defeat; 
#* they have Fleſh and Blood, Principalities and Powers, 
Ec. the Power and Policy. the Crafts and Cruelty of 
© Devils and Men to guard and defend the Truſt againſt; 
* particularly, they have the ſtubborn and perverſe Liſts 
of Men to give Battle to: ſometimes they are obliged 
to be the Aggreſſors, in which Caſe they have not only 
Self at home to deal with (which needs to be ſtaved to 
every Thing that is faithful, eſpecially when it appears 
painful or dangerous) but they may recken on both a 
warm Reception, and a laſting Reſentment ; otber-whiles 
they have to bear the Shock of their violent Aſſaults: 
* for all which they have no Sufficiency either of Wiſdom 
* or Strength in themſelves. Hence are they often ſo put 
to it, that they know not what to do, being ready to 
« give up both the Truſt and themſelves for loſt. What 
6% a Plunge do we find the great Apoſtle at ſometimes, 
2 Cor viii. 9 and xi, 21, 27. 2 Tim. iv. 16. And 
& the Prophet Jeremiah, Wo is me, my Mother, that thou 
haſt born me a Man of Strife and of Con:ention to the 
whole Earth, Iſa. liii. 1. aud xx. 14. They have the 
Truſt to trade with, and improve for their Lord's Hon- 
our, and for the ſaving good of Souls: and here again 
their Diſcouragements, great and many, with their Un- 
© ſucceſefulneſs, and make them ready to cry out with Iſ- 
& aiah, I have laboured in Vain, I have ſpent my Strength 
; t for nought, Iſa. xlix, 4. for who hath believed our Re- 
„port? Jer. xv. 10. And with Jeremiah. C that I had in 
% the Wilderneſs a Lodging Place of Wayfaring Men, that 
might leave my People and go from them. Jer, 
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2 & ix. 2. All which, if duly conſidered, cannot fail to make 
© one cry with the Apoſtle, Wha is ſufficient for theſe 
5 « Things? 2Cor. ii. 16.“ X 


5. It is a ſealed Truſt. And therefore it may not, it 
mult not in ever fo little be altered, elſe it is vitiate and 
marred ; for it cannot be mended, ** Ir is the Reſult of 
% jnfinite Wiſdom and Counſel : And though the Plan of 
* jt lay before God from Eternity, he ſaw nothing in it 


# c that needed the leaſt Alteration or Amendment: And 
f © now that it is given forth, he has ſworn, that Heaven 
4 % and Earth ſhall ſooner paſs away thay one Jet of it ſhall 
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be chan ged. Therefore may it no wiſe be bended op 
% accommodated to Times, Prins or Circumſtances, 
& For, it is ſealed alſo, not only with the Blood of Mar- 
% tyrs, but with the Blood of its plorious Author; the 
1 Blood of Chriſt being both the Price of its Purchaſe, and 
tc the Seal whereby it is immutably confirmed and eſta- 


* bliſhed.” 


V. Why is ſuch a weighty and important Truſt put into 
Hands ſo weak and unſkilful as ours are ? | 

1. This is done partly in Condeſcenſion and Compaſſion 
to Sinners, whom this Truſt concerns, and is ſent to. For, 
* ever ſince Man became a Criminal againſt Heaven, be has 
* had a mighty Dread and Jealouſy of every Meſſenger that 
« came from thence; fearing he was either a Meſſenger 
£ of Death, or come at leaſt with one bad Deſign or other 
& apainſt him: Therefore, ſince we are not able to bear 
« the Preſence or Addreſs of more glorious Ambaſſadors, 
« has the Lord, in Compaſſion to us, committed the Truſt 
* to Men of like Paſſions with ourſelves, whoſe Dread 
& ſhall not make us afraid,” 
2. We have this Treaſure in ſuch earthen Veſſels, that 
the Excellency of the Power may be of God, and not of 
the Creature, 2 Cor, iv. 7. and that all the Glory of the 
Efficacy and Succeſs of this Truſt may appear due, and of 


right belonging unto him. If Angels had been the 


&« Perſons, much readily would been aſcribed to their Wiſ- 


2 dom, Power and other Excellencies of their Nature; 


% yea, if eren Men of worldly Honour, Power, Authori- 
* ty, Wiſdom and Learning were ordinarily employed, 
c God might be a Loſer in his Glory by it; therefore does 
£ he for moſt Part chooſe the fooliſh, the weak, the 
e haſe and deſpiſed Things of the World, to confound 
* the Wiſe, the Mighty and the Honovrable; that no 
e Flefh ſhould glory in his Preſence, 1 Cor. i. 27. —— 29. 
& When the Walls of Jericho fell by the ſounding of Rams 
% Horns, it was an evident Token the Preſence and 
e Power of God was there.“ | 

3. Our Lord will have Repriſals made on Satan and his 
Kingdom, by means even of theſe very People whom he 


pad ſubdued, ruined and deſtroyed ; that ſo his Defeat may 


be the more ſhameful and ignorhinious. * It cannot but 


gut the great Red Dragon, Lucifer the Son of Pride, to 


«6 the 


* 
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oe the Heart, that they who were once his own Slaves, 


* ſhould overcome and drive forth of their ſtrong Holds, 
4 him and his Angels, by the Blood of the Lamb, and the 
% Word of their Teſtimony,” 
4. For the Security, Encouragement and Confidence of 
Sinners, has he put this Truſt into the Hands of ſuch, as 
have the ſame common Intereſt and Concern in it with 
themſelves ; and who for their own, as well as for the Sake 
of others, are obliged to keep it. and to be faithful in the 
Management of it. Muiſters have Souls to fave, and 
& which can be ſaved in no other Way but that they are 
ic to point out to others: Now, if Timothy did not kee 
* the Truſt faithfully in Reference to others, if he took 
& not heed to himſelf, as to fave them that heard him, 
« xr Tim. iv. 16. What better Security can one have of a 
„% Manager than this, if he wrong* me, he is ſure to be the 
& Loſer himſelf, or of a Steward, than if he poiſons me, he 
de js ſure to poiſon himſelf too? 

5. This Diſpenſation is likewiſe ordered for the Trial 
& of Peoples Faith, Love and Obedience; namely, whe- 
& ther they will welcome and entertain the Meſſage for the 
4% Author's Sake, or if they will reject it for the Bearer's 
& Sake. For, if we receive it not for his Sake, and for its 


« own Sake, though the Meſſenger were as mean as an Aſs, 
| & he values not yea, he deſpiſes our Regard to it on other 


« Accounts whatſoever. It was much to the Honour of 
« the Theſſalonians, and a good Proof of their Faith, that 
& they received the Goſpel at the Hands of the Apoltles, 
& not as the Word of Men. but as it is in Truth, the Word 
&« of God, 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. And indeed it is given as a P ece 
« of the Saints Character, That a little Child ſhall teach 
« them, Iſa. xi. 6.” The 5 
Second Head of the Explication was Timothy and e- 
very Miniſter's Duty in Reference to it or the keeping 
of it, And, 1. Of the Keeping. And then, 2. A 
Word of the Manner, —Of the keeping of this 
on we may take thefe Three different Views, 
And, RS 
I. We may view it in its ſeveral Branches, or the diffe- 
rent Actings that belong to it. And, 
1. It belongs in the firſt Place. to the heaping of this 
Truſt, that one give all Diligence {6 be apprized and ror 
| 
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ed of it. The Word, here tranſlated keep, is, Luke xits 
15. rendered poſſeſs, And indeed, how is it poſſible for 
one to keep a Thing, without he once get it into his Cuſ- 
tody and Poſſeſſion? For, though a Perſon may have the 
Charge of an Affair, yet, if one knows not the Nature, 
Value, Excellency, Extent, and other Concerns of it, how 
can he ever fulfil his Charge? No doubt. it may ſometimes 
be with Miniſters as it is with People of the World, who, at 
their firſt coming into Poſts, have very R Rs about 
them: So, if one be ignorant of the Counſel of God, how 
ſhall he make it known? How ſhall a Man keep what he 
never had? When Men either want Ability, or are un- 
willing to be at Pains in the Uſe of Means, to ſearch into 
the Myſtery of the Doctrine of Chriſt, the Truſt cannot be 
kept, but muſt be m ſguided. and many will periſh for lack 
of Knowledge. For this Reaſon it is, that Reading and 
Meditation are recommended to Timothy, as 8 Branch of 
his keeping of the Truſt, 1 Tim. iv. 13, 15. 

As Apollos, though an eloquent Man, mighty in the 
Scriptures, fervent in Spirit, and very diligent in keeping the 
Truſt, needed notwithſtanding to have expounded unto him 
the Way of God more perfectly, Ads xviii. 26. fo. need 
Miniſters to be daily learnidg and prying into the Truſt 

which the Angels themſelves think not below them to be 
our Fellow-Students in, 1 Pet. x1i. and what it is they owe 
unto it. It is not only a Notion of it in their Heads, they 
muſt ſee to have, which yet is itſ-]f a great Matter, to have 
it ſound, clear and diſtin (through the want of which, 
Men otherwiſe honeſt may do great Wrong to the Truſt) 
but alſo the ſenſible Reliſh and Experience, with the power- 
ful Impreſſion of it on their Hearts. 

2. This Truſt being a Stewardſhip it is not kept, in the 
Senſefof the Text, without it be di gently and wiſely dif- 
penſed to others, The Treaſure is commit ted, not to ly 
hid and concealed. as the ſlothful Servant kept his one Ta- 
lent, but for Communication; to be dealt out liberally and 
ſeaſonably to others, as well as to be freely uſed and en- 
joyed by the Keepers themſelves: Provided always, that, 
in all their Diſtributions, they give it forth pure and entire, 
without Adulteration or Addition. As good Nurſes of 
Souls, they muſt yield them the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
that they may grow thereby, 1 Pet. ü. 2. © As good 
Stewards 


„ 4 Smd SERMON. 49 
Stewards of the manifold Grace of God, are they to mi- 
niſter the Gift, as they received it, to all about them, 
1 Pet. iv. 10.“ As Scribes inſtructed unto the Kingdom 
of Heaven are they, like the Man that is an Houſeholder, 
to be ever bringing forth out of this Treaſure Things new 
and old, for the feeding of many, Matth. xiii, 52. 

The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven are committed to 
their Truſt, and they muſt caſt open Heaven's Door of 
Free-grace, and invite all without Diſtinction “ or Ex- 
ception“ to come in; aſſuring them, there is Room, Wel- 
come and Entertainment for them: © Yea,” they are to 
« conſtrain and” compel People to come in; to come in 
to Chriſt, to God in Chriſt; come into God's Family, to 
God's Covenant in the Way of Believing. | 

For by all Means muſt they take Care, leſt their Lord 
ſhould have that Complaint of them he made of the Scribes 
and Phariſees of old, that they took away the Key of 
Knowledge, ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men, 
would neither go in themſelves, nor ſuffer them that were 
entering, to go in, Luke xi. 15.——T hem that were ent r- 
ing in ye hindered, Matth. xxiii. 13. And how? Not 
by failing to require Duties enough of them; for they 
bound on heavy Burdens, they did not touch with one of 
their own Fingers: They break their Backs with the hea- 
vy Loads of Covenant of Works Holineſs, that they re- 
quired them to bear; a Righteouſneſs of their own to ob- 
tain Heaven with, I mean. It is true, they made the Law, 
in many Inſtances, eaſier than really it was, by their lax 
Interpretations (and indeed it has ever been the Way of 
all Legaliſts, them who ſeek Righteouſneſs and Lite, by 
their own Obedience I mean, to narrow and abridge the 
Commands, as to their Spirituality and. Extent; for a 
very evident Reaſon, namely, That they might make 


the Taſk poſſible and tolerable to themſelves) for they had A 


an Overweight of Traditions to lay on with it: Yet that 
was not, the main nor the worſt of their ſhutting up the 
Kingdom of Heaven. ** No, for” they lockt and kept 
ſhut the true and genuine Senſe of Moſes and the Prophets, 
as they pointed at a ſpiritual Saviour; they folded up the 
Promiſes and Grace of the Covenant, without propoſing 
them to Faith; they corrupted or obſcured all theſe Scrip» 
tures, that led to the ſaving Knowledge and 2 
| * ri 
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3 eiern 
Chriſt, and did what they could to hinder People from 
owning and believing in Jeſus of Nazareth, as the promiſed 
Meſſias, when he appeared. 3 
So, if one does not preach Chriſt, and Life, and Salvati- 
on in him to the worſt of Sinners, though he ſhould o- 
therwife, which, no doubt, a Man may do, preach ſound 
Doctrine all his Days, he takes away the Key of Know- 


ledge, and ſhuts the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Sinners, 


in the Seafe of our Lord's Words, Yea, not only may 
a Man preach found Doctrine, without preaching of the 


Goſpel, but he may preach many Things, well, about 


Chriſt, yet never preach Chriſt in the Senſe of the New 
Teſtament. 

Whoſoever then would keep the Truft, muſt mind to ſet 
open the Door of the Kingdom of Heaven, to the worſt 
of Sinners. Upon ſome indeed, he muſt ſhut the Door to 
Church Privileges, but upon none may he ſhut” the 
Door to Chriſt and Free - grace. No; But in a dili- 
gent and faithful Diſpenſation of the Word and Sacra- 
ments, is he plentifully to deal forth, and ſcatter abroad 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, “ his Perſon and Offices,” his 
Free - grace, and of his exuberant, overflowing Fulneſs te 
all, “ to be received, believed and applied every one to 
6 himſelf in particular.” For this Treaſure, this Truſt 
committed to him, is like the Widow's Oil, that could 


never be diminiſhed by giving forth; There is that ſcat- 
em, 


tereth, and yet increaſeth, hold true here, © in reſpect of 
« him that diſpenſeth.” And in this Diſpenſation of the 
Word and Doctrine, is he to labour with Care and Di- 
ligence, to the utmoſt of his Strength, even to Wearineſs, 
Ads vi. 4. 1 Theſſ. v. 12. 1 Cor. xvi. 16. 1 Tim. v. 17, 
For the Souls of Men are not eaſier, and with leſs Pains 


ſaved now, than in the Apoſtle's Days they were; and 
to accompany and follow all with conſtant - Prayer, that 
the Word, in his own Miniſtry eſpecially, may run and 


proſper. 
3. There belongs unto it, an exact Conformity unto, or 


their being delivered into the very Mould and Likeneſs of 


that Truſt, in their own Perſons. For?” it being their 
great Buſineſs, to get their Hearers caſt or delivered into 


the Form of the Doctrine of Chriſt, Rom. iv. 17. or to 
be as it were anew, a living” Edition of the Goſpel, 


an 
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an Epiſtle of Chriſt, writ by the Power, and Grace of the 
Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor. in. 3. They muſt give them a Pat - 
tern of this in themſelves; letting People ſee the Power, 
Glory and Efficacy of that Doctrine, they preach to o- 
thers, exemplified in their own Hearts and Lives; Elſe, 
if they do not “thus keep it in their own Perſons, do 
they not keep it in the Senſe of the Text, Yea, be Mini- 
ſters Doctrine ever ſo ſound, if they do not, in Spirit and 
Walk, manifeſt their own Belief of the Truths and Con- 
formity to the Precepts of Chriſt, they do in Effect . but”? 
tell People, the whole is no other than a Lie, a cunningly 
deviſed Fable : Therefore it is, that the Apoſtle infiſts ſo 
much on this with Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 12. and vi. 11. 
2 Tim. ii. 22. and ii. 10. and with Titus, Tit. ii. 7, 8. 
ſee alſo 1 Theſſ. ii. 10, &c. © For ſo ought they to walk 
that their People, in following them, may be Followers of 
the Lord, 1 Theſſ. i. 6. It is not enough, they lay not 
Stumbling-blocks before People, by their evil Works, but 


beſides, they muſt in all Things, ſhew themſelves Patterns 


of good Works. This of being Enſamples to the Flock, 
is much inſiſted on, and much Weight is laid on it by the 
Holy Ghoſt, Tit. ii. 2. 1 Pet. v. 3. 1 Cor. ix. 1. Philip. 
lii. 19.” ——And of this ſame Import and Deſign, are all 
the Qualifications required of Miniſters, as to their Spirit 
and Converſation, in theſe Epiſtles, and elſewhere; name- 
ly, becauſe, without them, they are but Betrayers of the 
Truſt in many Reſpe&s, as might be ſhown. 
When Minifters in their Perſons, Walk, and in all their 
Ways, give a true Repreſentation of the Doctrine they 
reach, and of Him whoſe Name they carry to others, in 
eekneſs, Humility, Self-denial, Readineſs for the Croſs, 
Zeal for the Glory of God, Mortification of corrupt Af- 
fections, and inordinate Deſires, Condeſcenſion, Patience, 
&c. Then do they practically, and indeed keep the Truſt, 
For People can read the Language of this, and will credit 
it as much too, as they will do their preaching. As Peo- 
ple ſeldom affe& to be wiſer than their Teachers, ſo they 
will not ſoon ſee a Reaſon, why they ſhould be better 
than they, or walk in any other Paths than what they 
tread before them. Eli's Sons; though punctual enough 
m their Temple Service, yet betrayed the Truſt, in that 
from them went forth Lewdneſs and Looſeneſs into DP is 
75 H 2 and. 
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The TRUST, | 
Land When thr Stewards are ſuch as Mat. xxiv. 48. 5& 
what muſt the Family be? For, it is not with Miniſters, as 
with Men of other Employments: One may be a good Phy- 
ficizn, a good Lawyer, a good Soldier, &c, though but 
an ordinary Sort of Man otherwiſe: ** But the Miniſter 
who betrays his Profeſſion, by an unſuitable Life, be his 
other Qualifications what they will, of all Creatures, next 
to Satan, ſerves the Intereſt of Hell moſt: In regard fo 
many wretched Souls break their Necks on the bad Ex- 
ample he ſets them.“ - . 

4. The Maintaining and defending of the Truſt, is ano- 
ther Branch of that keeping, the Text requires of Miniſters, 
with Reference to it. Every Chriſtian ought, as there is 
Need and Occaſion, and as they have Ability, though or- 
derly and wiſely, yet earneſtly to contend for the Faith, 
once delivered to the Saints, Jude, Verſe 3, But Mini- 
ſters much rather, who by Office are ſet Guardians to it, 
Being ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel. Meekneſs and Pa- 
tience in their own Concerns, is their Glory ; but, when the 
Glory of God and their Saviour is at Stake, or his Intereſts 
any Way endangered, for them to be patient, tame and 
eaſy, is their Shame: And, however it may be accounted, 
by a carnal and careleſs Generation, ' even of Profeſſors, 
with whom zealous Miniſters, eſpecially have ever been 
Madmen, Fire brands, Peſt and Troublers of Iſrael ; How- 
ever it may by ſuch, I ſay, he held for Moderation and 
Prudence, it is really no other than Treachery in their 
Truſt, They are Dumb Dogs indeed, who, tho' they can 
bite the Children, will not bark when the. Thieves are 
about, or entering into the Houſe. Miniſters of all Men, 
ought the leaſt to be afraid or aſhamed of coming into the 
Field, when the Cauſe in the Service aud Defence of which 
they are ſet, calls for their Appearance: For whoever, 
being liſted under the Banner of Truth, conſults either 
his Name, his Eiſe or his-Safety, when an Aſſault is made 
on the Faith, is like to be found either a Coward in his 


Profeſſion, or à Traitor to it. 


Truth, it is true, is ſtill the more amiable and attrac- 
tive, that it is matched with Peace, for they are both of 
them Legacies, left us by our deareſt Lord, who, as he 
is the Truth, ſo he is our Peace: Yet if they muſt be ſe- 
vered, there is no Room for Helitation, which we ought 
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to chooſe. And it is certain, that according to our Love 
and Experience of the Truth, ſo will our Zeal for it be: 


Yet in our zealous Contendings ſo it, ought. we to be 


watchful, that we do. not borrow Fire from the Father 


of Lies, who will not be wanting to offer his Aſliſtance, 
and that the Fleſh, like Zarah, puts not forth its Hand, 


. with or before the Spirit, For, as they who make quit 


of T;uth, or injure it in any Inſtance, do in lo far really 
ſap the Foundation of Peace; fo they, who maintain and 
purſue Truth, are in Danger of forgetting that Regard 
which is due to Peace: Therefore ought Miniſters to 
take good Heed, as on the one Hand, that under the Pre- 
tence of Truth, they do not broach Quarrels; fo, on the 
other, that, under the Pretence of Peace, they do not 
betray Truth. 

No doubt, were carnal Self more adverted to, and over- 
come in theſe Matters,” our Enquiries after Truth, and 
our Contendings for it, would on all Sides be more Ipiri- 
tual, and more ſuccelsful, both of them: Yet “ does it 


not ceaſe to be true, what one ſays well “of this Head, 


namely,” he neither breaks God's Peace, nor the King's. 
Peace, nor the Churches Peace, who, having a Calling, 
reproves Sin, or witneſſeth for Truth; provided ſtill he 
does it orderly, and with a Goſpel Spirit. Which brings 


to Mind the judicious Obſerve of an eminent Divine, on 


that Text, Have Sal. in yourſelves, and have Peace, one 
with another, Mark ix. 50. viz. That without the Salt 
of divine Grace, and goſpel Truth, believed and enter- 
tained in ourſelves, to work our corrupt Dilpolitions, and 
to prevent Putrifaction, our Peace, one with another. 
will be no other than as the Peace of a Dunghill, where 
each Part ſerves only to corrupt its Fellows. Maledicta 
fit ea Concordia, que non niſi veritatis, & Kegni Cbriſti 
prejudicio, damnogque ſtatui poteſt. i. e. Let that Agrees 
ment be accurſed, which, without Loſs to Truth, and pre- 
judice to the Intereſts of Chriſt, cannot be accomplithed 
lays Muſculus. But to return,” 175 
This Truſt none will deny, Miniſters are, by the Charge 
laid on them in the Text, obliged to maintain and defend, 
againſt as well the inadvertent and undeſigned Attacks of 
Friends (thus Paul himſelf alone withſtood Peter, Barna- 
bas, and many others with them, engaged in * 
IS thou 
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though an unthinking Compliance, Gal ii. 11.— 14, as 
againſt the induſtrious and ill-deſigned Attacks of Enemies: 
And that, whether they be more hidden and covered, or 
manifeſt and avowed, This Vindication and Defence of 
the Truſt they are to manage with all the Care and Dili- 
gence, Zeal and Faithfulneſs, with Head, Heart and Hand, 
with Tongae and Pen, according as they are called and in 
Capacity for it; ſtanding faſt in one Spirit, and with one 
Mind, ſtriving together for the Faith of the 4 ce bes 
ing in nothing terrified by their Adverſaries, Phil. i. 27, 
28.“ That the glorious Dodrine be preſerved pure and 
uncorrupted (elſe, if any Worm corrode this Root, the 
Fruit of goſpel Holineſs, and the Power of Godlineſs, will 
foon wither and fade) and that Chriſt's Diſciples and Me- 
þ moirs may neither, through Weakneſs or Ignorance, as 
c Children, nor through the Slight of Seducers, be turned off 
| from it, nor made unſettled in it. This is one Piece of 4 
their Warfare, of the good Fight, “ in which they ought 
to ſhew themſelves valiant for the Truth,“ to whom we 
give Place by Subjection, no not for an Hour, that the Truth 
of the Goſpel might continue with you, Gal. ii, 5, This is 
one great End of their Office; he gave Gifts unto Men, 
that we henceforth be no more Children teſſed to and 
fro, Eph. iv. 8.-——14. Take heed therefore——to all the 
Flock ——for I know this, that after my departing, ſhall 
rievous Wolnes enter, alſo of your own ſelves ſhall 
Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, &c. Acts xx. 28. 
30. See alſo 1 Tim. i. 3. Tit. i. 9, 13. And accordingly 
we find Paul often diſputing for the Faith, Acts ix. 29, and 
xv. 2. and xvii. 17. and xix. 8, 9. This is to guard the 
Truſt, and to herd the Flock from the Wolves. And, on 
the Diſcharge of this Piece of their Office, does, under the 
divine Bleſſtnp*” the Growth, Comfort and Edification of 
the Body, ©* ſometimes eſpecially,” much depend. 

5. Another Branch of the keeping, they owe the Truſt, 
is, to ſuffer for their adbering to it, and maintaining of it, 
Their Call to this Suffering is clear, when it is avoidable 
no Way, without they will wrong the Truſt in more or in 
leſs: In which Cafe the Bonds of the Goſpel prove the 
Keeping and the Security of the Goſpel, For, when Mi- 
niſters, for the Sake of the Truſt, ſuffer Trouble as evil 
Doers, even unto Bonds, then is the Word of _ wy 

4 Ound, 


_ — 
* I | — 
5 1 . -w od * — 1 P PF”  ; - 
* * 8 4 * * 9 4 * 12 
= x * 8 » * * "FS" G 
25 © 4 - a 4 +: at \ » n G 1 4 . N 8 L 
1 b : 1 „ + + R o 5 ” yy 
En — 9 UE bs 1 5 
— 6 — 5 "4 — We, 2% 7 * q 4 A 
— 0 * > - 
K — —— — * * = T 
2 TT - 1 _ — 4 
- - — — tj > as aw 
» 
- % An . 
a . : * j * r 1 —2 * ay — — * 
je a * ? - d wal — . 0 — 9 os 
— * py - 
- 4, N 4 - 
9 1 — 4 - in.» «nr x — 2 — 8 V 
12 1 2 2 * "EF = A r _ — *. __ 
5 , 2 * * 7 ; p n << ＋ * - 4 od — s * 
4 a — 4 2 G * * * . _ oo - s RR * 4 hs - 
— - _ 
" * . 


2 — N 


— 
8 —— — - 


< 4 Hod SERMON. p 
bound, 2 Tim. f. 9. „ The Faithful Servant of Chriſt, 


Fever, is like to ſpeak boldly, as he ought to ſpeak, when 
he is once Ambaſſador in Bonds, Eph. vi. 20.” But when 


Miniſters make any the leaſt finful Compliance, to e- 
vade Suffering, though it _ have the Shew of ſaving 
both themſelves and the Goſpel, yet, whatever be their 
Pretences to the contrary, the Word of the Goſpel, is from 
that Day, bound in one Reſpect or another: And, a 
Thouſand to One, but the Word of God is corrupted by 
them, and handled deceitfully in one Inſtance or other. 
« See Mal. ii, 8, 9.——Bur have been partial in the 
Law,” | a 

This was one main Way the Apoſtle. Paul kept the 
Truſt: As we may ſee, 2 Tim. i. 12. and ii. 9, 10, and 
Hi. 10.— 12. and iv. 5. &c. And Phil. ti. 17. in Al- 
Iufion to the Libation of Wine and Oil poured out on the 
Sacrifices under the Law, he ſpeaks of his being offered or 
poured forth, upon the Sacrifice and Service of their Faith, 
as what would be one of the greateſt Confirmations and 
Eſtabliſhments of it. And here, I think, it cannot be amiſs 
to cite a Paſſage from a learned and famed Writer of the 
Church of England, who having ſhewed ow much they 
are miſtaken, that think there can be no fit Matter of Mar- 
tyrdom in a State, authorizing the Profeſſjon of the true 
Religion, and having declared that the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, may deny Chriſt, or manifeſt their being aſhamed 
of the Goſpel by not oppoſing his Word, as they ought, 
unto the Sins of Men, be adds as follows, That atiy 
Age, ſince the Chriſtian Religion was firſt propagated, 
„ hath wanted Store of Martyrs, is more to be attributed 


_ «unto the Negligence, Ignorance and Hypocriſy, or 


« want'of Courage in Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, or appointed 
«« Paſtors, than unto the Sincerity, Mildneſs or Fidelity of 
e the Flock, eſpecially of the Bell. Weathers, or chief 


% Ring- Leaders.“ 


6. Another Piece of Keeping, that by the Text every 
Miniſter, as Timothy did, owns the Truſt, is, their com- 
mitting of it, for its ſafe Trauſmiſſion to Poſterity unte 
faithful Hands. The ſame commit thou to faithful Men, 
who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, 1 Tim. ii. 2. | 
Where the ſame kind of Word is uſed, with that in the 
Text, which expreſſes the Truſt, their Qualifications we 


lee, 
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ſee, who are to be truſted with this Truſt, are reduced 
two Generals, Capacity and Integrity; faithful Men, abe 
to teach others, «+ | * . 
«« Since then though the Prophets Jo not live for ever, 
the Miniſtry muſt live while the World laſts, it ſhould be 
Miniſters Care, for the ſake of the Truſt, and of the Church, 
to look out for ſuch to ſucceed them, as may be able to 
feed the Flock with Knowledge and Underſtanding, and of 
whom it may be hoped, that they will be faithful in do- 
ing of it: Elſe can they not expect to be found faithful 
themſelves; and Poſterity, will be apt to judge what we 
have been, by the Diſpoſition and Complexion of thoſe we 
leave behind: us. BY gy We Ob LY | 
The licenſing and ordaining of Men to the holy Mini- 
ſtry, being for certain, 'a Matter of the laſt Conſequence 
to the Souls of Men, and to the keeping of this Trug, ought 
therefore, by Miniſters and Judicatories, to be gone about 
with the utmoſt Circumſpetion,and-Singleneſs, without all 
Biaſs of Self-views, or Party-intereſt, Friendſhip, or Rela- 
tion: That ſo Levi's Character, in another Caſe, may ſtill 
be applicable to the ſame Sort of Men. Neither did he 
acknowledge his Brethren, nor his own Children. 
For they have obſerved thy Word, and kept thy Covenant, 
Deut. xxxili. 9. The Apoſtle's Caution, lay Hands 
ſuddenly on no Man, 1 Tim. v. 22. is given to the Mini- 
ſters of every Age, as well as to Timothy; and the Rea- 
fon added in the Text is weighty, viz, Neither be Partakers 
of other Mens Sins, keep thyſelf pure: Intimating plainly, 
that without 2 due Care be had in this Matter, all their 
Miſcarriages, with the Injuries the Truſt may ſuſtain by \ 
them, will be charged on the Perſons who laid Hands on 
them. Another Reaſon of the ſame Caution was, becauſe 
there were, in Times, ſome who deſired to be Teachers of 
the Law, though underſtanding neither what they faid, 
nor whereof they affirmed ; and as there were then, 15 there 
ever will be ſuch, whom therefore it is both the Intereſt and 
the Duty of the Church to keep back: For ſince their 
7 | Character and Office is to be Minĩſters of the Goſpel, it is an 
0 indiſpenſible Qualification of all ſuch, that they, in ſome 
| od Meaſure, underſtand and bave Experience of it. 
And the more Need there is of a | watchful Care and 
Arcumſpection in this Matter, that the Romiſh Yoke of 
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; A Smd SERMON, 57 
Patronages has of late Years been a- new wreathed about 
the Neck of this Church; a Grievance which, among many 
others, alas! we are become but too eaſy under: An E- 
vil, which, without ſuch an extraordinary Care, in this Bu- 
fineſs as is ſcarce to be expected, by itſelf alone will not fail, 
in a ſhort Time,'to ruin a Church, and do abundant Harm' 
to the Truſt, | f 
What natural and gracious Endowments of Mind, what 
an Acquaintance with, and Underſtanding of the holy 
Scriptures, what a Variety of human Learning, what 
Knowledge of the World and of Men, as well as of Books, 
what ſpiritual Wiſdom, Prudence and Diſcerning for deal- 
ing with Sinners, the obſerving of Providence, the Dilcove- 
ry of Satan's Tentations ; for ſuiting the Word unto the 
Times, and to the various Caſes and Conditions of Men, 
and for ſpeaking a Word in Seaſon to weary Souls; what 
Knowledpe 454 Fixedneſs in the Principles of Church Com- 
munion, what Fitueſs for governing and for living ſocially, 
what Freedom from, or at leaſt Maſtery over Pride, Paſ- 


ſion, Self-will and Conceit, Diſſimulation, Worlalineſs, 


a ſtiff, haughty or wrathful Temper of Spirit; what Self. 
denial, Patience, Meekneſs, Condeſcenſion, Warineſs in the 
Caſe of Offence. Readineſs for the Croſs, Diligence, Can- 
dor, Sincerity, Kindneſs, Fidelity, Gravity, Courage and 
Reſolution, Zeal for bis Maſter's Glory, and other Quali- 
fications, are neceſſary to make an able Miniſter of the New 
Teſtament, I will not take upon me to ſhew, nor would. 
the Enlargement of a particular Head admit of it, I con- 
clude this Point, with a Paſſage from a Letter of that great 
Man of God, Mr. John Knox, writ the Year before his 
Death, to the General Aſſembly of this Church, then met ; 
% Unfaithful, and Traiters to the Flock, ſays he, ſhall ye 
e“ be, before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if, with Couſent direct- 
& ly ye ſuffer unworthy Men to be thruſt into the Miniſtry 
« of the Church, under whatſoever Pretence it ſhall be. 


But, a 


II. We may view this keeping of the Truſt with Refer- 
ence to the Subject, or the Receptacles where it 
mult be kept. And. | 

1. They muſt keep it in their Head, “in their Minds 

« and Memories I mean.” For, if either they do not un- 
derſtand it, or if they * it, how ſhall they keep it! 
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No Faculty has received a more ſenſible Bruiſe by the Fall, 
than, the Memory has done; yet it is moſt neceſſary te the 
Exerciſe of Religion: Therefore did the Lord ſo often and 
ſo earneſtly inculcate on his People Iſrael (as he does on 


us likewiſe) that they would remember, and beware of 


forgetting his Works, his Covenant, his Law, his Statutes v 
Therefore is it promiſed in the New Covenant, I wi// put 
my Law into their Mind, ——and in their Minds will I 
write them, Heb. viii. 20. and x. 16. In Purſuance of 
the ſame Promiſe does our Lord aſſure, not only his Mini- 
ſters, but all his People, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhall be ſent 
of the Father, in his Name, to teach them all Things, and 
to bring all Things to their Remembrance, John xiv. 26. 
The betraying or vitiating of the Truſt, in all Times, 
we find, began with forgetting of it. Our Fathers dealt 
proudly, and refuſed to obey, neither were mindful of 
the Wonders that thou didſt among them Leh. ix. 17. 
Yet my People have forgotten .me, Days without Number, 
becauſe my People have forgotten me, they have burnt 
Incenſe to Vanity, and they have __ them to ſtumble 
rom the ancient Paths, to walk in Paths in a Way not 
caſt up, Jer. ii. 32. and xvi, 15. See Jer. xxiii. 27. Ezek. 
xii 12. and xxiii. 35. Seeing thou haſt forgotten the Law 
of thy Cod, I will alſo forget thy Children, Iſrael has 
orgotten his Maker, and built Temples, Hoſ. iv. 6. David, 
being aware of this, was careful never to forget the Precepts, 
the Law, the Command:uents,, Plal. cxix. 93, 153, 176. 
See alſo 2 Pet. iii. 1, 2. Jude 17. | 


2. They muſt keep it in their Hearts. My Son, forget 3 


not my Law, let thine Heart keep my Commandments, Prov. 
iii. 1. What is kept in the Heart is well kept, being put as 
far as may be cut o Harin's Way: For d it cannot 
be abſolutely ſaid, that there Thieves cannot break thro” 
and (teal, yet there will neither Devils nor Men come ea- 
fily at it. Therefore, as David did, fo ſhould every Mini- 
ſter, yea, every Believer, hide the Word, hide the whole 
Truſt in his Heart, that he may keep it, and not fin a- 
gainit God, Pſal. cxix. 11. And, without they keep it 


there, they will never keep it ſafe, Their Affections ſhould 


be ſettled on it, wrapt and exerciſed about it; they ſhould 
delire its Safety and Thriving, delight in it, and rejoice over 


it, be thoughttul and careful about it, fear leſt any Hirm 


betall 
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defall it, be zealous for it, grieve. and mourn when it is 
wronged, &c. 

. The not receiving and lodging of the Truſt in their 

Hearts, proves the betraying of it, and the undoing of the 

Perſons. both of them, 785 4 they received not ths Love 
e 


of the Truth, that they might be ſaved. For this Cauſe God 
4 fend them ſtrong Deluſions, that they (ſhould believe 
a Lie : That they all might be damned who believed not 
the Truth, 2 Thell. ii. 16. How much Miniſters ought 
to have the Truſt and the Concerns of it at Heart, we may 
learn from David, The Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me 
wp. Rivers of Waters run down mine Eyes, &c. If 1 for- 
get thee, O Feruſalem, If I dg not remember thee, let 
ny Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth ; I; prefer 
not Feruſalem above my %% Pſal. Ixix. 9. and cxix. 
136, 139 and cxxxii. 4,—5. and cxxxvii. 5 6, From 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Meat and Drink it was to do 
his Father's Will, in keeping the Truſt. From the Apoſ- 
tle Paul: But none of theſe Things move me, neither count 
I my Life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my Courſe 
with Foy, and the Miniſtry which I have received of the 
Lord feſus,. Acts xx. 24. And throughout his Epiſtles. 
This Truſt they ought to have more at Heart. and deeper 
in their Heart, than Eaſe, Wealth, Reputation, Relations, 
Liberty, yea, than Life itſelf. | 

3. They muſt keep it in their Lips. For the Prieſt's 
Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law 
at his Mouth e Fer he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Heſis, 
Mal. ii. 7. If Levi would walk with God in t eace and 
Equity, and turn many away from Iniquity, The Law of 
Truth muſt be in his Mouth, and Iniguity not to be found 
in his Lips, Ver 6. David, having bid the Truſt in his 
Heart, adds, With my Lips have I declared all the Judg- 
ments of thy Mouth: And, I will ſpeak of thy Teſtimonies 
alſo . Lung, and will not be aſhamed, exix. 13, 46. 
Since the Mouth of the Righteous ſpeaketh Wiſdom, and his 
Tongue talketh of Fudgment, Plal. xxxvii, 30. much more 
ſhould the Miniiter's. 

They ſhould be ſo full of it, that it may ever be ready to 
flow forth of their Lips: Their Lips ſhould both public- 
ly and privately diſpenſe the Truſt, by making to be beard 
as the Silver Trumpets did of Old, the joyful Sound; * 
* | 12 | 
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ſo ſhould their Tongues be as choice Silver, and their Lips 
feed many, as Prov, x. 20, 21. Their Lips ſhould com 
mend the Truſt, and on all proper Occaſions confeſs and 
avouch it, they ſhould vindicate and defend it, &c.“ 

4. They muſt keep it in the whole of their Converſati- 
on. „lu their Life, Walk and Ways ought they to copy 
out the Truſt; to become living, walking Editions of it, 
and ſo ſet it before the Eyes of Men, in its native and ami- 
able Influence, Efficacy and Effects. And thus mainly it 
is, they are to become the Light of the World, viz, by let- 
ting their Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing their 
good Works, may glorify their Father which is in Heaven, 
Mat, v. 14, 16. By this Means are they, as the Sons of 
God and Servants of Chriſt, blameleſs and harmleſs, to ſhine 
as Lights in the World (as Stars in Chriſt's Right- Hand) 
Rev. it. 1. amidſt a crooked and perverſe Nation, holding 
forth the Word of Life, Phil. ii. 15, 16. It muſt be the 
Buſineſs of their Life to conform themſelves unto the Truſt, 
to mind, watch and attend it: And in one Word to trade 
and occupy therewith till their Lord come. For me to like 
is Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle, Acts vi. 4. Phil. i. 21. And as 
he did, ſo muſt they ſpend and be ſpent for the Truſt. 

6. they muſt keepit in the World. They are to do 
their utmoſt, I mean, to convey it into, and keep it in the 
Heads, Hearts, Lips and Lives of others, They as ſpiri- 
tual Parents, in a Senſe, are, by Means of this Truſt, to be- 
get and bring forth a Seed, to nouriſh and bring up a Ge- 
neration of Sons add Daughters unto the Lord; who may 
be to him for a People, for a Name and for a Praiſe; in 
whom and by whom his Name may be perpetuated from 
Age to Age, while the Sun endures. For though you have 
Zen Thouſand Inſtrufters in Chriſt, yet have ye not many 
Fathers : For in Chriſt Feſus I have begotten you through 
the Goſpel. 1 Cor. iv 15. My little Children, of whom I 
travel in Birth again, until Chriſt be formed in you, Gal. 
iv. 19. 

"Theſe are they to eſpouſe unt o one Huſband, that they 
may preſent them as a chaſte Virgin unto Chriſt: And 
having done fo, they ought, with the Apoſtle, to be jealous 
and watchful over them with a godly Jealouſy, fearin 
l-jt as the Serpent beguiled Eve, through his Subtilty, R 
their Minds (with Reterence to the Doctrine, Inſtitutions, - 
or 
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or holy Commandments) ſhould be corrupted from th 
Simplicity that is in Chriſt, 2Cor. xi. 2, 3, My little 


Children, ſays the Apoſtle, I ſtand in Doubt of you: Tell 
me, ye that deſire to be under the Law, do ye not hear the 
Law, Gal. iv. 20. * | 
Thus are they to keep the Truſt, not only in themſelves 


as above, but in others; daing what in them lies to pre- 


vent its being falſified or adulterated by any, whether 
within or without the Church, to fave it, (for ſo the 


Word in the Text, rendered keep, is ſometimes tranſlated, 


. as 2 Pet. ii. 5.) from Corruption, Harm, or unkindly U- 


ſage of any Sort: For they, as Standard-bearers for Chriſt, 
are appointed to bear up the Banner of Truth in the 

” and in the World; without letting it fall in the 
Streets, while they are to ſtand by and uphold it, to be 
the Oppoſition and Aſſaults, for Numbers, Power, Wiſ- 
dom, Learning, ever fo formidable to Fleſh and Blood: 
For, be the Caſe as it will, if they prove but ſtedfaſt and 
valiant, they are ſure to overcome by the Blood of the 
Lamb, and the Word of their Teſtimony, even though 
they love not their Lives unto the Death, Rev. xii. 11. 
Though their Lives ſhould go into the Cauſe,, what then ? 
They themſelves ſhall be no Loſers, but Gainers: For ſays 
our Lord, Whoſoever ſhall loſe his Life for my Sake 
and the Coſpel's, the ſame ſhall ſave it, Mark viii. 35. 
They, even in that Event, go off the Field Victors, as their 
Lord did before them, who on his Croſs triumphed over 
the World, the Law, Sin, Death and Devils. Aud Truth 


ſhall live and triumph, tho' they ly in the Duſt. 


6. They muſt keep it in the holy Scripture, and in other 
approved Standards of Doctrine, and Forms of ſound 
Words agreeable thereto. Though they are indeed, 
while without Prejudice to the Truſt it may be done, to 
ſhun profane and vain Babblings, becauſe often they increaſe 
unto more Ungodlineſs, and their Word doth eat as Canter, 
2 Tim. ii. 16, 17. Yet muft they, not only in Meekneſs 
inſtru& thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if peradventure God 
will give them Repentance to the acknowledging of the 
Truth, Verſe 25. but they ſhould be able by ſound Doc- 
trine to convince the Gainſayers, and to ſtop the Mouths 
of vain Talkers and Deceivers, Tit. i. 9.— 11. by vin» 
dicating the Text of holy Scripture, with the divine 2 

| | therein 
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therein contained, from their corrupt and falſe Gloſſez. 
They are to purſue the Adverſaries, demoliſh their Refuges 
of Lies, reſcue the Language of the Holy Ghoſt, violated 


and carried Captive by them, recover the Truſt, and with 


the Two-edged' Sword of the Word, execute Vengeance 
on every Nagon ſet up befide the Ark of God, : 

The Standards of ſound Doctrine, by our Fore - fathers 
with great Skill and Care, and in a Dependence on Hea- 
ven, drawn forth of the Holy Scripture, in Contrad ction 
to the ſpurious Doctrines of Men, falſly fathered on the 
World; theſe, I lay, are they alſo to keep pure and clear, 
that no dead Flie get in there, to make the Ointment 
ſend forth a bad Savour : Theſe muſt they ſee to, that they 
be not bended or wreſted, that they be not blended, un- 
dermined or abandoned. For that new Piece of Liberty 
ſo much contended for of late, I mean the Diſclaiming of 
all Confeſſions and Standards of Doctrine, beſides the 
holy Scripture, as human Impoſition, is certainly, what- 
ever Colours Men may put on it, yea, cannot fail to be, 


as is evidently proved, deſtructi ve to the Truſt. For whe 


that bear the Name of Chriſtian, but they will ſubſcribe 
to the Words of Scripture ? Papiſts, Socinians, Arminians, 
Spinoſiſts and Arians will do ſo; each of them, mean 
while, taking the Words, and ſo judging with both God 
and the World, in a Senſe agreeable to their own corrupt 
Sentiments, though contrary to the common Senſe and 
Underſtanding of Men, contrary to the Phraſcology of 
Scripture, the Analogy of Faith, and of the Context : Thus 
would Hymeneus and Philetus have ſubſcribed the Scri- 
pture Words anent the Reſurrection, meaning at the 
ſame Time it was paſt already. Alas! what ſhould be- 
come of the Truſt, and how ſhould it be kept, at this 
Rate? But there is a yt | 15 

III. View * of this keeping of the Truſt, with Refe- 
rence, namely to its Contraries. And.” + 

1. They are to keep it, in Oppoſition to loſing, or let- 
ting of it flip unknown to them. Look to yourſelves, that 
we loſe not theſe Things, &c. T 8. Therefore we 
orght to give the more earneſt Heed to the Things which we 


have heard, leaſt at any Time we ſhould let them ſlip, 
Heb. ii. 1. (or run out as leaking Veſſels, as the Word 
imports) * QF this, Miniſters, as well as others, are in *. 
n zard, 


# 
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=. wird,” through Sloth, Negligence and Careleſinefs about 
; it, or through a miſtaken Confidence of its Safety and 
Security. It is to prevent loſing or letting it flip, that we 
| fre directed by the Holy Ghoſt, to bind the Truſt upon 
our Fingers, and about our Neck, and to write it on the 
Table of our Heart, Prov, iii. 3. and vii. 2. 
They are to keep it in Oppoſition to the Fraudulence 
Deceit and“ Subtilty of Men, that they be not begpuile: 
or over-reached by them,” Many Times People have 
been tricked out of the Truſt : For Seducers and Corrup- 
ters of the Faith have their Slight and cunning Craftineſs, 
whereby, like unfair Gameſters, they ly in wait to deceive 
| the Simple and Heedleſs, Eph. iv. 14 wherefore Miniſters 

8 need to be full of Eyes, even to this Purpoſe, that they 
- may watch and look about them, It is a known Story 
how the Arians tricked the Orthodox, at the Council of 


- . + - Arminium.” | 
j 3. They are to keep it in Oppoſition to main Force, 
» Violence and Robbery. ** There is a Force of falſe Au- 


thority, a Force of falſe Learning, or Science falſely ſs 
| called, a Force of Perſecution, &c, all which they are te 
keep the Truſt againſt. The Devil and the Word will 
ſometimeg aſſault them, as a Robber does a Man on the 
High-way for his Money, with Axes and Halters, Fire and 
| Faggot, putting it to the Truſt, or elſe to quit the World, 
to yield either the Truſt or their Life without Delay, Da- 
8 nĩel, and the three Children were preſently at a Point what te 
8 do in this Caſe: Nor had they of whom the World was not 
0 „ worthy, the leaſt Heſitation about it; they were tortured, 
13 not accepting Deliverance.— ey were floned, they were 
Jaun aſunder, they were tempted, they were ſlain with the 
1: Sword, ——Heb. xi. 35.33, Why? they were ſettled 
| and clear in this Point, that the Truſt was never, on no 
l. Account, to be parted with.” | 
| 1. They are to keep it in Oppoſition to a voluntary Sur- 
l render or Sale of it. Buy the Truth, and ſell it not, Pro. 
xxiii. 23. buy it at any Rate, and ſell it at no Rate. What 
2 though it coſt us all our Subſtance, all our Credit, all our 
& Eaſe, our Liberty, yea, our Life? Why? we have made 
| a good Purchafe, and have no Reaſon to grudge the Price: 
| Therefore” fell it not again, have Offer what you will. 
Fell it not far Gold; one Grain of Goſpel- truth is worth 
c more 
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more than all that Devils and Men can offer for it, though 


they ſhould be as good as their Word, All theſe Things 


will I give thee, was Satan's utmoſt bode to our Lord. 
% Galiacus, Marquis of Vico, when tempted with great 


Sums of Gold to return back to the Church of Rome, 


| anſwered like a wife Merchant, Let their Money periſh 
with them, whe eſleem all the Gold in the World with one 
Days Communion with Jeſus Chriſt; and his holy Spirit; 
accurſed be that Religion for ever, that would wed Men 
to the World, and divorce them from God; go home and 
lock up your Droſs in your Hearts, for my Lord has beſlow- 
ed on me more precious Fewels, and durable Riches. It 
was an honourable Reflection, one of the great Men of that 
Church paſt upon Luther, That German Beaſt cares not 
for Gold. When Miniſters, for the Sake of Money, Ho- 
nour, Preferment, &c. part with the Truſt, or any of its 
Concerns, they in Effect make but Judas's Market; for 
it is only in his Intereſts that Chriſt can now be bought or 
fold. But the Holy Ghoſt's Advice is, Keep it and ſell 


it not; for you can never have its Worth: Sell it not 
for Eaſe, Credit, Liberty, Life; yea, ſell not Truth for 


Truth itſelf. 


$. They Pp. to keep it, in Oppoſition to contemptuous 
t 


rejecting and throwing it away, Simon Magus, Julian the 


Apoſtate, Hymeneus and Philetus, &c. and there have not 


been wanting Miniſters too, who, having firſt put away 
a good Conſcience, have made Shipwreck after this Sort 
concerning the Faith. Never was more open Contempt 
thrown upon Goſpel-truth than at this Day; Scepticiſm 


and Atheiſm advance apace, and threaten to ſwallow up 


the Truſt; The more Need have Miniſters to cleave unto 


it, and hold it faſt. Many, they talk and diſpute of the 


moſt important Points of the Truſt with Irreverence and 
the greateſt Indifferency, whether they beftrue or falſe; 
weighing the moſt ſacred and profound Myſteries of the 
Goſpel in the defiled and unequal Scales of their depraved 
Reaſon and bold Diſcourſe: And no wonder, in this Caſe, 


the Biaſs appears ay to the wrong Side of the Queſtion, 
Others having admitted the Truth in Notion and Specula - 
tion to ſojourn with them, but finding it an officious 


y upon their Luſts, and that it would be alſo a Judge 


having Power and Authority in the Soul, they become 


weary 
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eary of it; and not liking to retain it any longer in 
eir Knowledge, Rom. i. 28. Counſel is taken how to 
pel and caſt it forth, To which End, the old Man rou- 
and muſters his whole Force againſt it, under the lead- 
bg of natural Enmity; that ſo People, being rid of this 
Froubleſome Gueſt, may be at perfect Freedom to walk, 
ithout any Controul, after and under the Conduct of 
air Corrupt Luſts and Affections; on which they "ages 
- t, to be a Curb and an uneaſy Reſtraint, + 
Por, while the Things themſelves, in their own -fols 
ritual Nature and Glory, are never diſcerned, nor the 
bees Power and Efficacy of Goſpel- truth experi- 
© enced, let one's doctrinal Knowledge of it be what it will, 
Corruption will, on certain Occaſions, thro' the Depravation 
4 | 5 of the Mind and Affections, eaſily prevail againſt Conviction: 
Aud Truth being firſt ſtifled as to its Operation, it will 
not be found any hard Matter to reject it as to the Pro- 
feſſion: Mean while, ſuch Notions of divine Things, ag 


1 
b: tf 


are more ſuited unto the Vanity of our Minds, and to the 


X Carnality of our Affections, will be readily received, and 
E kindly entertained. Pride and Vanity of Mind (by means 
of which Man affects to be his own Guide and Rule, and 
au abſolute Judge in divine Things; without captivating 


bis own .Reaſon and Imagination to infinite Wiſdom, 


without yielding up Soul and Conſcience, and every 
Thought, to the Obedience of Chriſt) ſcorn and deſpiſe ; 
and no wonder they then renounce the Truſt in ſuch 
Inſtances as are above the Comprehenſion of Reaſon, as 
it is finite, or contrary to it, as it is depraved. This, na 
doubt of it, is one of the main Springs of that diſmal and 
numerous Apoſtacy on Foot at this Day in theſe Lands? 
And O that it could be concealed in Gath, and kept from 
heing publiſhed in the Streets of Aſhkelon, that ſo many, 

Who go by the Name of Keepers of the Truſt, are to be 
found as He-goats on the Head of that Flock: But the 
Scripture muſt be fulfilled, and cannot be broken: Wiſk 


dom however will be juſtified of her Children; let Satan 
X winnow as hard as he can, he ſhall never carry one of 
3X Chriſt's little Flock. Our Lord will never be worſe than 

= his Word; The Meek will he guide in Fudg ment, and the 
Nee will. be teach his Way, Pal. xxv. 9. They ſhall 
3 n be kept by the Power - God, through faith unto 


Sel 
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Salvation; and none ſhall be able to pluck them out of 
his Hand. It was likewiſe propoſed under this Head to 
ſpeak, in a few Words, of "1 
-- The Manner how this Truſt.is to be kept ; which may 
. ealily be gatherd from what has been ſaid. As, 

% They are to keep it with Care and Diligence. They 
muſt not be ſlothful in this Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, 
ſerving the Lord; for there is a Curſe laid up'for them 
* who do the Work of the Lord negligently. This being 
an Affair of the greateſt Importance, on their Management 
of which, the Glory of God, the Salvation of immortal 
Souls, the Honour* of the Redeemer, and the good of 
the Redeemed, do in a great Meaſure depend, they muſt 
gladly ſpend and be ſpent about it. The Value and Ex- 
cellency of the Thing, the End and Deſign of it, their 
Lord's Will and Command, the Diligence of the Enemies 
of Souls, the Uncertainty of the Seaſon of their Attendance, 
the glorious Reward, are all of them ſtrong Arguments 
for this Diligence. It were not amiſs, therefore, that 
Thoughts of this Sort were often going through their 
Mind; Can I do no more for God? Can I do no more 
for Chriſt? Can I do no more for Souls? Can 1 do no 
more, who have done fo little, and who can never do too 
much, and who, for ought I know, may be doing my 
laſt? | With all Keeping therefore are they to keep it. - 
They muſt keep it punctually, critically, and with the 
utmoſt Exaftneſs: Without regarding a carnal World's 
Sentiments of them in this Matter, who will be ſure, if 
they y no worſe, to call it Humour, Biggotry, Stiffa«ſs; 
Becauſe they do not believe, nor will they conſider it as a 
Truſt from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that his Inſt ructions 
are the alone Rule of keeping it; and that therefore Men 
are not at Liberty, as in their own Affairs, to cut ang 
garve in what concerns it With us therefore ought it 
to be a very ſmall thing to be judged of Man's Day, 1 Cor. 
iv. 3. who readily judgeth of Things before the Time: 
They will be no Auditors of our Accounts concerning the 

Truft, and the keeping of it; for he that judgeth us is 
the Lord. Therefore as Moſes did, ſo muſt we in all 
things narrowly obſerve the Pattern ſhewed in the Mount.. 

y muſt keep it ſound, whole and intire; They muſt 
keep it pure and diſtinct, as was ſaid above on the _— 
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the Truth itſelf: They muſt keep it only, in Compariſon: 
It muſt be the Buſineſ bf their Life; Medit:te on theſr 
T hingt, give thyſelf wholly to t em, that thy Profiting may 
appear to all, 1 Tim. iv. 15. Without they Yo ſo, they 
can never make that full Proof of their Miniſtry required, 
2 Tim. iv. 5: It is true, they are to keep Acts of Aſſem- 
bly, Acts of Parliament, and other things too; and good 
Reaſon, fo far as they are ſubſervient unto, or conſiſtent 
with keeping of the Truſt : But ſtill the keeping of it muſt 
be their firſk and their chief Concern ; in reſpect of which 
all other things are, by them, to be held for mere trifles 
and Matters of Moon-ſhine. + | | 
. They are to keep it with Wiſdom and Prudence: For 
the Eyes of many will be on them, the Hearts, Tongues, 
and Hands of many will be againſt them; much Need 
therefore have they to be wiſe as Serpents, to walk circum- 
ſpectly and in Wiſdom towards them that are without, e- 
| ſpecially, that the Truſt; that the Way of God be not e- 
vil ſpoken of : And to take Care withal, their Wiſdom do 
not degenerate into Craft and carnal Policy; that the 
Wiſdom of the Man do not incroach upon the Candor and 
Integrity of the Chriſtian ; which will be moſt unbeſeem- 
ing the Dignity'of their Office, Prieſt-craft being a Thing 
every Body lothes and deteſts: And the Truſt does not 
need Art, or Cunning to the keeping of it, nor are they 
ever bleſt to that Purpoſe; yea, ſo far from it, no one 
Thing hag the Truſt ſuſtained more Harm by, than by 
fleſhly Wiſdom and carnal Prudence. But further, if they 
would duly keep the Truſt, they are in Point of fpiritual 
Wiſdom to avoid all Things, Places, Companies that will 
inſnare, expoſe or give Scandal, whether to the Judicious, 
to the Wicked, or to the Weak: They mult keep at the 
greateſt Diſtance from every Thing that is defiling, yea, 
and abſtain from all Appearance of Evil; for many things 
are lawful, that ate far from being expedient. They, of 
all Perſons, are moſt concerned and obliged to walk in all 
Prudence of this Sort; for the Honour and Safety of the 
Truſt, their own Uſefulneſs, Credit and Comfort, and 
the Welfare of others, are all of them much at a Stake 
in the Caſe. Vs WES - 
They are to keep it without Partiality, or Reſpect of 
Perſons, As God does not, fo neither muſt they in his 
| K 2 atters, 
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mitting to Privileges, in diſpenſitfg of Diſcipline, they are 
not to regard the Rich, more than the Poor: But the 
King, if hEviolates the Truſt in any Inſtance, if he declines 
from the Faith or Holineſs of the Goſpel, he is to be with- 
ſtood and rebuked as well as the Beggar, 2 Chron, xxvi. 
18. 2 Sam. xii, 7. There is an official Honour, but no 
Indulgence, due to the one, more than to the other. 
They are to keep the Truſt willingly and cheerfully, — 
taking the Overſigh thereof, not by Conſtraint *but willing- 
ly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind, 1 Pet. v. 2. 
\ 1 Their Work muſt not be an irkſome Taſk, but their 
+ © Choice and their .Delight, their Meat and their Drink. 
4% They ſhould do all, and endure all, paſs through Honour 
; $ and Diſhonour, evil Report and good Report, not only 
Ss TE patiently, but cheerfully and with good Will, ſince it is 
for a good Lord, who took Delight to do and endure his 
Father's Will for us. We are not only to rejoice and do 
good, but to rejoice and endure Trial; the Apoſtles glo- 
ried in Tribulation, and rejoiced, that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer Shame for his Name, 3 
They are to keep it with a ſingle Eye, they ought to 
look not at worldly Gain, worldly Eaſe and Accommoda- 
tion, worldly Eſteem and Reputation, which are ſome- 
times to be had in keeping the Truſt, but at the Glory of 
God, and of their Saviour, not for filthy Lucre. 
1 Pet. v. 2. Not at the Ter of Men, but at the Ap- 
probation of God: For if they ſeek not to edify, and ſave, 
rather than to pleaſe Men, they are not the Servants of 
8 Chriſt *®. Whbatſoever we do, eſpecially in this Matter, 


* Happineſs, or the eternal Reward itſelf, be our chief and 
* laſt End (a new Piece of Science falſely ſo-called, ſet forth 
4 among us, and therefore to be avoided) -elſe do we de- 
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Cauſe, it is no leſs his Prerogative to be the laſt End of all 
Things T. It is well, when Miniſters can ſay with the 
Apoſtle, We preach not Ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, and Ourſelves your Servants, for Jeſus Sake, 
2 Cor. iv. 5. For 1 ſeek not yours, but you, Ezek. 


tii, 8, 9. | 
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throne God, to advance Self: For ſince he is the firſt 


Matters, reſpect the Perſons of Men, James ii. 9. In ad · | 


1 we muſt do all to the Glory of God: Nor muſt our own 
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their Faces, left 


| Knowledge, is like a Foot without an Eye) to proportion 
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The Truſt is to be kept with Zeal and Reſolution; The 
Keepers of this Truſt need to have a Brow, as we fay, for 
Bargain, that ſo the Oppoſition and Difficulties, 


are ſure to meet with, may not damp and cool, but ue 
'their Courape, animate and warm their Spirits with a new 
Fervour: Accordingly the Lord tells Ezekiel, Behold; 1 
have made thy Fac? ſtrong againſt their Faces, andithy Fore- 
head ſtrong againſt their Fore-heads. As an Adamant, 
harder than Flint, have I made thy Fore-head; fear them 
mot, neither be diſmayed at their Looks——Ezek. iii. 8, 9. 
And Jeremiah, Gird up thy Loins be not diſmayed at 
Jer. i. 17. for behold I have made thee 
a defenced City, an Iron Pillar, and braſen Walls againſt, 
—and they ſhall fight againſt thee, but they ſhall not 
prevail—— They muſt not be friglited with big Looks, 
nor big Words: For by fearing Mens Faces, one is in 
Hazard of betraying the Truſt, and of murdering their 
Souls, both of them; ſo great a Snare is the Fear of Man. 
It will require Courage to ſtand by, defend, andjcontend for 


the Truſt, to witnels faithfully againſt Sin, to encounter 


the ſtubborn Luſts of rebellious Sinners of the Houſe of Iſ- 
rael, and to ſpeak unto them all, the Words God has com- 
manded whether they will hear, or whether they will for- 


bear. Miniſters ought to be, not only ſhining Lights, in 


reſpect of their Life, and of their Doctrine, as has been hint- 
ed before: But burning Lights, John v. 35. Burning with 
fervent Love to God to Souls, burning with ardent Zeal 
for the Glory of God, the Houſe of God, and all his Inte- 


reſts in the World. The two W itneſſes, Rev. xi. 5. had 


Fire coming out of their Mouths. Aud indeed our Warmth 


(for none wants it) is beſt ſpent in God's Cauſe and Ser- 


vice: For however beautiful Moderation in our own Mat. 
ters, and Charity towards them who are other wiſe mind- 
ed from us in leſſer Matters, be Moderation in the Mat- 
ters of God, whatever 'Reputation it be. come to, 
will be found near of Kin to Lukewarmneſs and Indif. 
ferency. That one may be zealous after a godly Sort, 
Wiſdom, I own, and Self-denial, are both of them neceſ- 
fary ; Wiſdom, to put it under the Guidance of Knowledge, 
without allowing it to go before (for as Knowledge with. 
out Zeal, is an Eye without a Foot, fo Zeal without 
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preſſions: leſt it degenerate into Uncharitableneſs, Bitter 
neſs, carnal Wrath. Self-denial is alſo neceſſary ; for- 
without it, one will never be able to undergo the Con- 
_ tempt, Reproach, and ſometimes Perſecution from ' the 
World, that it is generally thought worthy of: For at beſt 
one muſt be content to go for a Fool, or one diſtempered and 
beſide himſelf, Mark iii. 21. Acts xxvi. 24. 2 Cor. v. 13. 
and to be therefore wondered at, Zech. iii. 8. made 2 
Gazing-ſtock, Heb. x. 33. 1 Cor. iv. 13. Things that to 
Natue will never be of eaſy Digeſtion. But it is a ſuffi- 
cient Encouragement, in ſuch a Caſe, that the Spirit of 


* * 
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wiſe indeed, If any Man among you ſeemeth to be 
wiſe in the World, let him become a Fool, that he may be 
» © © wiſe, 1 Cor. iii, 18. | 
1 The Truſt is to be kept ſtedfaſtly. In this Matter they 


ing. That which you have already, hold faſt till I come, 
Rev. ii. 25. Rev. iti. 2,.— 11. Hold faſt the Ferm of 
found Words, 2 Tim, i. 13. the more violently the 
Enemies of the Truſt pull at it, to have it from us, the more 
earneſtly muſt we cleave to it, and hold by it; like that 
Soldier, who, after he had loſt one of his Hands, wherewith 
he was holding the Ship, ſtill held with the other, and hav- 
ing loſt that too, he took hold of it with his Teeth. Again, 
it muſt be kept conſtantly, 
Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life, Rev. ii. 10. 
Conſtantly without Iatermiſſion, conſtantly without Des 
ſection, or giving it quite over: They who look back, or 
draw back, are unmeet for this charge; and God ſays of 
ſuch, My Soul ſhall have no Pleafure in them, Heb. x. 38. 
The Prieſts under the Law had a Diſmiſſion at a certain 
Age, but Death is our Term-Day: And he only, who en- 
dures to the End, ſhall be ſaved. | ; | 

And to ſhut up all, it muſt be kept believingly, and de- 

ndivgly, That is, there muſt be a confident, though 
humble truſting in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and believing of 
the Promiſes, for being furniſhed with all Gifts and Graces 
whatſoever, to qualify and enable for this great Work. 
He is our Head of Influences, the Fountain of our Strength, 


all our Well-ſprings are in him; and Faith is the only 


it to the Cauſe and Occafion, to bound its Motion and Ex- | 


God has told us, we are then fairly on the Road, to be 


muſt be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, without ceding or waver- 


Be thou faithful unte 


Mean | 
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Mean of Conveyance and Communication from him to us, 
through the Promiſes: By Faith therefore, with Joy, are 

we to draw Water out of theſe Wells of Salvation 
I come now to the Second general Head, which was 
propoled, namely, the | | 
ConriRMATION of the Doctrine, viz. That our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is very earneſt and importunate with e- 
very one of his Miniſters, that, &c. Here we. ſhall 
" ſhow, 1. That it is ſo. 2. Give ſome Account why 

it is ſo. And both briefly. And, 
. Firſt, That our Lord is thus earneſt and importunate, 
will be evident, if we conſider, how, | 

1. ** He not only charges it with them, by Way of Au- 
thority, but recommends it to them in the Way of Love 
and Endearment. He ſpeaks them in ſuch a warm, kind 
and friendly Manner, as if one was aſking another todo him 
ſome great Favour or Kindneſs, to which he had no Obli- 
gation: For a Proof of which, we need go no further than 
the Text. O Timothy, keep what is committed to thy Truſt, 
and Verſe 11. But thou, © Man of God, flee theſe 


| Things — 8 | 


2. To the fame End, he accoſts and plies them with all 
Sorts of Motives and Arguments, proper to work on rea« - 


. ſonable Creatures. As to inſtance, the Dignity and Ex- 


cellency of the Truſt; That good Thing committed unte 
thee keep, 2 Tim. i. 14. The vaſt Conſequence of their 
Behaviour in this Matter. For in doing this thou ſhalt 
beth ſave thyſelf, and them that hear thee, 2 Tim. iv. 16. 
How many preat and precious Promiſes does he make them, 
with Reference to the Time of their Warfare and Attend- 
ance? Take for ene Inſtance, Zech. iii. 6, 7. and the An- 

el of the Lord proteſied uite Joſhua, ſaying, Thus ſays 
he Lord of Hoſts, if thou walk in my Ways, and if thus 
wilt keep iny Charge, then thou ſhalt alſo judge my Houſe, 
and ſhalt alſi keep my Courts, and I will give thee Places, 


to walk among theſe t'at ſtand by. And then what un- 


paralleled After-Rewards and Puniſhments, hai he pre- 
pared and aſcertained, to the faithful and unfaithfal Keeps 
ers of the Truſt, Mat. xxv. 14,——30. Luke . 42m 

46. aPet. v. 4 Rev. x'x. 20, | 
3. Witha great deal ot Feeling, aud affetionate Concern 
he forewarns them of all Pieces of bad and hard Uſage, ini» 
| quitous, 
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| 2 cruel and unkind Treatment, they are to meet Wit 
om the World, and all Sorts of Perſons in it, on the 
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Account of their Faithfulneſs,in this Matter: wiſely, libe-' 
rally and kindly, at the ſame Time, providing for their 
Support and Comfort, in all ſuch Events, Mat. x. 16, -—— 
42. Luke xii. 11. Mat. xxviii. 20. John xiv. 26. and xv, 
18. 21. and xvi. t, 2. and «xvii. 11.—1S. Rev, ii. 


9, 10. 


4. He ſets before them, for their Warting, for their I- 
mitation and Encouragement, the Examples aud Characters 
of both the Unfaithful and the Faithful Servants of this 
Sort. Brightly and movingly does he blazon the Charac- 


ters of the one: How are the Names and Memories of 
Moſes, Phineas, Samuel, Elijah, David, and all the Pro- 


phets ; of John the Baptiſt, Paul and the other Apoſtles, 
imbalmed to all Generations? How amiable and honour- 
able are the Accounts of their Fidelity and Accuracy in 
keeping of the Truſt? Yea, how ſavory and fragrant are 
the Memories of faithful Miniſters in every Age of the 
Church ? But in what black and frightful Colours are the 
others drawn! Hew vile, baſe, and contemptible does he 
make them! He, who never miſtook ſo far as to miſcall 
either Perſon or Thing, can afford them no better Names. 


than blind Waichmen, blind Guides, idol Shepherds, 


Hirelings, Thieves, Robbers, Dogs dumb and fleeping 
Foxes, Serpents, Vipers Miniſters of Satan, See Iſa. Ivi 
Jer xxin. Ezek. xili. 34. Zech. xi. John x. 2 Cor. xi. 

il. iii. Mat. xxiii, What a Heap of Woes does he pour 
forth on ſuch, in that one Chapter laſt cited. 


z. We have him narrowly and kindly noticing, commend» 


ing and cheriſhipg every honeſt, though weak, Endeavour 
of this Kind, in any of is ſervants. 1 krow-——and how 
thou canſt not bear them that are Evil ; and thou haſt tried 
them who ſay they are Apoſtles ——and thou holdeſl faſt 
my Name, haſt not denied my Faith, Rev. ii. 2, 13 

fenow 
Word, and haſt not denied my Name. —Becau 


e thou 


haſt kept the ord of my Patience, I alſo will keep thee, 
c. Rev. iii. 4, 8, 10. 8 

6. He is much and frequent on this Subject of Miniſters 
keeping the Truſt faithfully; and that both in the Old 


Secendly — 


and in the New Teſtament. 


for thou haſt a little Strength, and haſt - x 1 


* 
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FSecondiy, Why is our Lord ſo very much concerned a- 
bout this Buſineſs of the Truſt? Why ſo much deal - 

- ing with Miniſters on this Head ? 
t. Becauſe his Father's and his own Glory is ſo much 


diſplayed in it. A People without the Goſpel, be their o- 
ther Knowledge what it will, Darkneſs. even groſs Dark - 


neſs covers them: But whenever they are viſited with it, 
the Glory of the Lord riſes upon them, Iſa. Ix. 2, 3. See 


Ver. 19. 20. For the Light of the glorious Goſpel of 


Chriſt is the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God, 
in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 4 6. The Goſpel 
is the Glaſs, wherein we with open Face, behold his, as well 
as the Father's Glory, and are changed, &c. 2 Cor. iii 18, 
So that. mar the Truſt, and the Glory of God the Father 
and of Chriſt is, in the moſt radiant e of it, accord - 
ingly marred. 

2. As the Truſt itſelf is of ineſtimable Value, fo it coſt 
him very dear. He bought it, or rather he, as our Goel 
to whom the Right of Redemption belonged redeemed it 
for us, at a great Price: As the Church herſelf, ſo her Pro- 
viſion, the Truths and Inſtitutions, of the Geſpe), with 
which, and by Means of which ſhe muſt befed and nouriſhed, 
are all of them the Purchaſe of bi, Blood, to feed the 
Church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
Blood, Acts xx. 28. Now, he having entruſted his Ser- 
vants with his Goods, his unſearchable Riches, a Stock 
that, however cheap it may be in our Eyes, he knows fo 


well how it was come by, is it any Wonder he be concerned, 


that it be not imbezzelled or miſimproved, but managed, 
to the belt Advantage? 

3. The keeping of it, in the Senſe of the Text, is of the 
laſt Importance to their own, and to the Souls of other Men, 
Now, his Love and Good-will to Souls, known to paſs 
Knowledge and Comprehenſion, could not fail to ſhow it» 
ſelf in an earneſt Concern, for preventing of what would 
prove ſo; not only dangerous, but, ruinous and deftruc- 
tive to them, as he ſaw the corrupting or miſguiding of the 
Truſt behoved to be. 


4. Beeauſe he has laid the Weight and Streſs of its 


Safety and Preſervation in the World, on their keeping, 
as the great Mean ordained, and to be bleſt to that Effect. 
The keeping of the Truſt, it is true, as it is every one's 

7 - 1 Inte- 
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Intereſt, is likewiſe their Duty: But in Regard what is e- 
very Body's Work, proves commonly no Body's Care 
therefore calls he to them, out from among the reſt of 
Mankind, ſet them apart to this very Thing, and appoints 
them, for their Taſk and Buſineſs in the World, the keep- 
ing of it, as has been ſaid. So. if it ſhall be loſt or vitiate, 
he knows at whoſe Door the Blame will ly, and who muſt 
anſwer for it. What Wonder then, when ſuch a weighty 
Truſt is lodged with them, when ſo much Confidence is 
put in them, and when fo much depends on their Conduct, 
that he be very concerned, they may prove true and honeſt? 

5. He knows the Difhculties will attend the Tafk, bet- 
'ter by much than they do, therefore, to prepare and to 
fortify them againſt theſe, that they may not make undue 
Impreſſions when they occur, is he at ſo much Pains to have 
them. firm and hearty once in the Affair. And particu- 
larly, he knew with what earneſt Solicitations they would 
be plied from the other Side; he forefaw what Eſſays would 
be made to corrupt them by Bribes and Flatteries, and 
to fright them with Pain, Shame and Loſs; how Fleſh and 
Blood would be ſpeaking them aſide; how Satan, the 
World, and carnal Friends, never one of all whom have a 
good Advice to give in this Affair, would be ſtill buzzing 
about them, not to be ſtiff or preciſe, but eaſy in ſuch 
Matters, as they would not have a Hand-in their own 
Undoing: Therefore to ſecure them in their own true 
Intereſt, as well as in their Duty, does he make the firſt 
Application. | 

6, Becauſe he ſaw the Truſt was to be in Hazard chiefly 
from them. This, ſince it has been fo manifeſt to the me- 
lancholy Obſervation and Experience of every Ape of the 
Church, needs fcarce any Thing to be ſaid for clearing of it. 
Under the Old Teſtament, the Prieſts and Prophets led the 
People firſt into Superſtition and Idolatry, Jer. xxiii. 15. 
which iſſued in the Baby loniſſi Captivity: And afterwards, 
the People being effectually cured of Idolatry, the ſame 
Perſons, through their Ignorance, and evil Example, turn- 
ed them off from God and his Law, and forced the Body 
of the Nation into a Rejection of the Lord, Jeſus Chriſt ; 


which compleated their Apoltacy, and ended in the total 


De ſtruction of that Church and People: And what Defee- 
tion or Apoltacy, in any Church ſince that Time, but its firſt 
i | | Riſe 


* 


* 
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Riſe was from the Miniſtry ? The firſt Occaſion the 


75 
reofs 


in all Ages, has been given by, or taken from the Keepers 
of the Truſt; their corrupting of the Doctrine, the Wor- 
ſhip, or the Government; their Scandals, Diviſions, Igno- 
rance, Negligence, Ambition, Wordly-mindedneſs, &c, 
What Error or Hereſy has ever the Church been troubled 
with, but Church-men were either Parents or Nurſes to it ? 
And when they become troubled Fountains, and pollute 


the Waters of the Sanctuary, how ſhall they heal the 
tions any longer ? 


Na- 


Laſtly, The Truſt once corrupted or violate by them, 
he knew, would be neither ſoon nor eaſily recovered to its 
133 Condition again. Whatever Way they may at 

rſt fall or be led into Errors or Corruptions of this Sort, 


yet, baving once admit tedithem, there will not be wanti 


ng a 


concurring Abundance of Things to rivet them ſo ſtrongly, 


as no Evidence of Truth, nor Propoſal of Danger can 
vail with them to renounce and relinquiſh the fame. 


pre- 
A- 


mong many other, the Jews and Papiſts are amazing In- 
ſtances of the Truth of this: For the former continue 
obſtinate in their moſt irrational Unbelief; and the latter 
(though otherwiſe, wiſe and learned, many of them) in 
their Errors, Impieties, Superſtitions and Idolatries; Both 
of them Proof againſt the cleareſt Light and the ſtrongeſt 
Evidence of Scripture and Reaſon, and all this for many 
Generations ſucceſſively, Corruption being large, ſtronger, 
and more prevalent in the Will, the Affections, and the 
practical Underſtanding, than in the directive Powers of 
the Soul, Men, without they be under the Power of divine 
Grace, will, on ſeveral Occaſions, not like to retain the 
Truth any longer in their Knowledge; yea, they will rebel 


againſt the Light, that before they had given peace 


able 


Lodging unto. And when Error comes once to be receiv- 
ed under the Covert and Colour of Truth, it will not only 
claim all the Rights and Privileges of Truth, as its Due, 


but it will take firmer Root in the carnal Mind by m 
than Truth itſelf either doth or can do in ſuch a Soil: 


uch, 
Be- 


caufe all Error, having ſomewhat to recommend it to the 
Fleſh and to the Luſts thereof, is ſuited in one Reſpect or 


other to the corrupt Mind; whereas Goſpel Truth 
Mind diſreliſheth, by reaſon of its inbred and uncured 
mity to the Things it propoſes, Hence it is found e 

a L 2 


the 
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by far, to draw many, who want Experience of Truth 
Power and Efficacy in their Souls, off from the Profeſſion 
of it, than to recover one from his erroneous Way, eſpe- 
cially if he be confirmed therein by Credit, Society, In- 
tereſt or other Prejudices. Now, Miniſters being general- 
ly of all others, the moſt capable to maintain the Cabſe of 
Error; Iutereſt, Prejudice and various Luſts, if they hap- 
pen once to eſpouſe it, will engage them to improve their 

alents, to the utmoſt, that Way, And further, the 
committing of it to others, being a Part of their Office, 
they will readily take Care not to intruſt any but ſuch as 
are of the ſame Sentiments anent it with themſelves; Of 
which Sort enough will ever be found ready at Hand, who 
by their Zeal for the favourite Principles, and for the taſhi- 
onable Courſes of the Day, or by their being, as Paul was, 
more exceedingly zealons of the Traditions of their Fathers, 
Gal. i. 14. will ſeek to recommend themſelves to the good 
Graces of ſuch as are in a Condition to forward their Pro- 
motion to the pretended keeping, but real corrupting of 
the Truſt, by which Means, inſtead of Redreſs, ſufters more 
Violence and Invaſions ſtill; Error and Corruption are 
conveyed down by Succeſſion, come to be the chief Care of 
the Keepers, and at length plead Preſcription. All which 
are exemplified in every corrupt Church, and have been in 
this, in the Days of abjured Prelacy eſpecially. From all 
which, we may be fully ſatisfied, our Lord bas abundance 
and good Reaſons for his being earneſt and importunate 
with every one of his Miniſters, faithfully to keep the Truſt 
he has committed to them. 


APPLICATION, 


Ence we may learn, how happy it had been for the 
New Teſtament Church, if Chriſtians, and eſpecial- 

ly Miniſters, as they ought to have done, had minded this 
Charge; if they had faithfully kept the divine Truſt, as 
it was put into their Cuſtody by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
the holy Scripture ;. A heavenly Treaſure, richly furniſhed 
with whatever was neceſſary to promote Faith and Holi- 
neſs, and providing abundantly for our Conſolation in this 
World. and for our complete Happineſs n that which is 
to come: Hereby had the Glory of God and our Saviour, 
the Credit of the Goſpel, the Safety of Souls, the Peace of 
| the 
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| the Church, and the Honour of the Miniſtry, being effec- 
tually conſulted, But ah! the Pride and Vanity of the 
ficſhly Mind would not be reſtrained: Men ſpon become 
too wiſe, to walk by their Lord's InftruQtions in this Mat- 
ter; iv place of the heavenly Doctrine, another, begot by 
the Father of Lies on the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, is fathered 
Chriſt, and palmed on the World; the Inſtitutions muſt 
be new mould-d, and Gaps made in the Hedge of the holy * + 
Commandments: tlence, all Manner of Ruins in the 
Church, Superſtition, Idolatry, damnable Hereſy, Error, 
Profaneneſs, Offences, Schiſms, ſcandalous Diviſions, Con- 
tempt of the Miniſtry, &c. And, wo to the World, be- 
cauſe of theſe Things. 
Again, ſince it is ſo, as in the Doctrine; then ſure, our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt will hold himſelf very little obliged to 
unfaithful Miniſters; whom neither his Love nor his Au- 
thority, whom neither Affection, Conſcience, Honour nor 
Gratitude can win, whom no Ties can ſecure in his Inte- 
reſts, He truſts them, honours them, beſeeches them as 
Friends, encourages them with all Sorts of Promiſes, yet 
can they not be prevailed upon, nor engaged to deal truly 
and honeſtly by him. It is true, he, for holy and wiſe 
Ends, intrults many one, whom, if they knew them as well 
as he does, no Body elſe would truſt : But he likes to 
try Folks Kindneſs, and to let it be known. What re- 
turn will they be able to make to ſuch cutting Queries 
as theſe, Is this your Kindneſs to your Friend ? Do ye 
thus requite your Lord, O Fooliſh and Unwile ? 
Further, the Doctrine accounts for theſe zealous Appear- 
* ances, and ſtedfaſt Contendings, about the ſeemingly 
* ſmall Concern of the Truſt, for which the World has, in 
every Age, frankly condemned faithful Miniſters, and cri- 
ed Shame upon them. Why? they knew their Lord was 
earneſt and importunate with them, to keep the Truſt 
faithfully ; Heuce their Buſineſs, in theſe Mattcrs, was not 
to pleaſe Men (in which Caſe they had not been the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, Gal. i. 10.) but to pleaſe him who had 
called them to be Soldiers, 2 Tim. ii. 4. provided they 
might fiuiſh their Courſe with Joy, and fulfil the Mini- 
ſtry they had received of their Lord, with his Teſtimony 
and Approbation, they valued little Mens good or ill 
Words, or their dear-bougbt good Deeds. 
. : Again, 
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Again, fince the holy Miniſtry is a keeping of the Truſt, 
committed by Chriſt to every Miniſter in particular, as the 
Doctrine imports, then Dioceſan Biſhops are none of the 
Keepers appointed by Chriſt, For the Paſtoral-Office be- 
ing a perſonal Truſt, to be diſcharged by every one in his 
own Perſon (that is, be muſt in his own Perſon overſee 
the Flock, and diſpenſe the Truſt to them all, by preach- 
ing the Word, baptizing, adminiſtrating the Lord's Supper, 
admoniſhing publicly and privately, bleſſing the Congre- 
pation, &c.) he who, claiming Epiſcopal Authority over 
Fifty, One Hundred, or Two Hundred particular Church- 
es, pretends to keep the Truſt, and diſcharge Lis Office 
among them by others, namely, his Curates and Subſtitutes, 
though he may be an Idol Shepherd, or a Lord over God's 
Heritage, can be none of Chriſt's Miniſters : For where can 
he ſhew his commiſſion from Chriſt, the ſole Head of the 
Church, and Prince of Paſtors, for delegating that to o- 
thers, which is by Chriſt committed to his own perſonal 
keeping? The Lawyer's Maxim, Delegatum non poteſt 
delegari, is applicable to this, as well as to other Caſes, 
They would not, I think, wiſh to receive the Shepherd's 
rewards, or go to Heaven by Proxy too. 
The moſt favourable and tolerable Account can be given 
of this Matter, is, That the B ſhop is nope of Chriſt's, but 
as the King's Miniſter, circa ſacra: For, though the Ob- 
ject of the Office be Things Eccleſiaſtical, the Spring and 
Source of it is Civil, (according to the ancient Conſtitution 
of the Government of the Church of England, I mean, as, 
evident from the neceſſary Doctrine and Erudition of a 
Chriſtian Man, a Book compoled by ſeveral Biſhops, and 
other great Doctors. and approven by Authority, in the 
Days of Henry, VIII. Otherwiſe the Spring of it is Anti- 
chriſtian) as flowing from the civil Magiſtrate: So that he 
would be, after a Sort, and Officer of the King, about the 
Matters of the Lord, but that his Office exceeds all the 
Powers that can belong to one in ſuch a Capacity; whereas 
Goſpel Miniſters are Chriſt's Officers, not the King's. But 
the Biſhop's Office, it is certain, whoever be the Maker, 
is of an human make; it has its Being, not from Chriſt, 
ut with us from the King, on whom its ſole Dependence 
is, both as to Being, Preſervation and Operation; How- 
ever, they give out, and would fain have the World to 
| believe 
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believe otherwiſe. The King, Lords and Commons, tho? 
they cannot alter any divine Law or Office, that receives 
its Being from the loſtitution of Chriſt, yet can they, as 
they ſee Cauſe, not only make what Alteration they pleaſe 
in this Government ; but they can pull it down by the 
Wholeſale, and pive Place to another: And, who can fo 
ſay ougkt againſt their having the Diſpoſal of their own 
Creature? May that Time be haſtened, when God will put 
it into their Hearts, to deal by that unheavenly Plant, as it 
deſerves, and make them to call to Mind their Covenant 


Obligations to this Purpoſe: For, however I honour the 


Memory of ſeveral worthy Men, who have ſuffered that 
Office to be put upon them, the Truſt, as it never has, ſo 
neither will it ever be ſafe under the Shadow of it. Anti- 
chriſt's Hierarchy cannot ever be fo purged or rectiſied, as, 
that it may be allowed to enter the Congregation of the 
Lord, or expected to be bleſt there. 

Conformable to what is ſaid above, of the Dioceſan's Of. 
fice being a humane Creature, and of the civil Goveru- 
ment's Power to diſpoſe of it, is the Prelates P:aQtice, at 


leaſt, if not their Principle, in ſubmitting to civil Depoſiti- 


on: Whereas, it is notour, when the Office is of divine 
Inſtitution, the Officers Authority may remain good, tho? 


the Powers of the World ſhould oppoſe themſelves to it 


for a civil Prohibition can never make void a Commiſſion 
received from Jeſus Chriſt, Acts iv. 19. and v. 29. I will 
not depreſs further, to conſider their Clatter of Timothy, 
his being a Biſhop of the Dioceſan make: Anent which. a- 


ny, who pleaſe, may conſult Prynne on the Head, and be 


ſatisfied. - ; 

The Doctrine might alſo be improven f>r Conviction 
and Reproof of ſuch, who undertake the Truſt, but thro” 
the Prevalence of one corrupt Luſt or other, negle@ the 
keeping of it; of ſuch, who are engaged and employed 
more in keeping other Things, than in keeping the Truſt ; 


of ſuch, who neither do themſelves, nor ſuffer others to 


keep it, after the beſt Sort they can. That in every Age 
there have been ſuch People in the Church, neither Scrip- 
ture, nor latter Hiſtory will allow us todoubt : Such an one 


Was Amaziah Prieſt of Bethel, Amos vii. 10, who neither 


made Conſcience of keeping it himſelf, nor would he atiow 
Amos to keep the Truſt of the Lord; but firſt accuſed him 


to 


. 
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to the Government, and, that not taking Effet according | 
to his Wiſh, in the next Place plied him with artful Infinu- 


ations; ſince he could not get him out of the World, to 

| him out of that Country- ſide, where the honeſt Man's 
Commiſſion bore him to keep the Truſt : For which fly 
Methods of his, he got a more plain than pleaſant Return 
from the Prophet, Ver. 16, 17. Of the ſame Stamp was 
that Company of Clergymen, Jer. xxv. 8. who had cer- 
tainly put Jeremiah to Death, for delivering a Meſſage of 
the Lord to them, had not the Princes come and reſcued 
him from them, Ver. 10, 16. See alſe Jer. xxviii. 1 —— 
17. and xxix. 20, 24.— 32. And were not the 
Church-Men among the Jews in our Lord's, and Nis Apoſ- 
tles Days, alt of them generally of this Kidney ? Of ſuch, 
who inſtead of keeping, plainly and avowedly betray the 
Truſt : Of which Judaſes this Church, in her ſeveral Pe- 
riods, has not wanted her large Share. The Names and 
Memories of Adamſon, Gladſtanes, Spotſwood, Fairfoul, 
Sharp, &c. will rot and ſtink to all Generations! OF 
ſuch, who, though they keep the Truſt in ſeveral Reſpects, 
yet do it not after the due Manner. And in one Word, 
may not this Doctrine reach deep Convictions to all of us, 
who have been honoured to be put in the Truſt with the 
Goſpel? For who is ſufficient for theſe Things? Who a- 


mong us all dare ſay we have kept the Truſt, according to 


our Lord's Inſtructions? Happy they who can ſay, I have 
declared the who/e Counſel of Cod! I am free from the 
Blood of all Men. The Evidences, the Evil, with the, Springs 


and Cauſes of theſe, might, under this Head alſo, be laid on, 


n, if one was to enlarge on it. | N | 
This Doctrine might likewiſe give Occaſion, to not on- 
ly a Search and Trial, as to perſonal Fafthfulneſs in keep- 


ing of the Truſt, but alſo to a more and extended Inquiry, 


a Search into public and national Faithfulneſs in this Mat- 
ter, I mean. But ſuch an Inquiry would much better be- 
come rhe Church herſelf, than any particular Member, 
eſpecially fo inconſiderable an one. It would well become 
the Church herſelf, I ſay, to enquire into the Behaviour of 
all Ranks of Perſons, from the Throne downward, in this 
Matter, ſince their laſt ſolemn Engagement, by Covenant, 
to keep the Truſt, as becomes a redeemed Church and Na- 
tion, even unto this Day; and ſeriouſly and bumbly, yet 


Ereely 


* 


Fearing of our Lord Jeſus, by Tim. vi. 3, 14. © 
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freely and boldly, as Samuel did with Iſrael. fo reaſon: with 
them before the Lord, of all the righteous Atts of the Lord» 
which he did to them and to their Fathers, 1 Sam. xij 7. 
def all their Unſiedfaſineſſes and treacherous deals 
ings (according as they ſhould be found) with the Lord, 
and in Reference to his Truſt and his Covenant; and all 
this in Order to their Return o the Lord; that ſo the 
Fierceneſs of his Wrath might be turned away; that ſo 
we might no more be termed for/aten, but be a Crown 0 
Glory in the Hand of the Lord, and a roya/ Diadem in the 
Hand of our God; and eur God might yet rejoice over us, 
as the Bridegraom refoiceth over the Bride, Iſa. Ixii. 3, 
. But I proceed to the Uſe of 
Ex HORTAT ION. Since it is ſo, “ as the Doctrine bears, 
may I not hope, my reverend Brethren and Fatbers will 
bear with me, to put them in Mind of the Holy Ghoſt's 
Exhortation to them, concerning this great and important 


Affair committed to their Truſt? Hear then, and receive 


not mine, but his Exhortation, both in the Way of Endear- 
ment, and in the Way of Authority, both in the Way of 
affectionate Entreaty, and of ſolemn Charge: For to us, 
and to every one of us, particularly and perſonally, are his 
Words directed, no leſs than if our Names ſtood here in 
Place of Timothy's; bear him, I ſay, be ſpeaking and ad- 


dreſſing each of us by Name, thus, © Timothy, keep that 


which is committed to thy Truſt ; I charge thee therefore, 
before God and the · Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 
Quick and th: Dead, at his appearing, and his Kingdom x . 
Preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, re- 


prove, Febuke, exhort with all Long ſuffering and Doc- 


trine: For the Time will come, wh-n they will not endure 
found Dactrine, &c. 2 Tim, iv. 1,——3, I charge thee - 
before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Elect An- 
gels, that thou obſerve theſe Things, ——1 Tim. v. 21. T 
give thee Charge in the Sight of God, who quickeneth all 


Things, and before Chriſt Feſus, who before Pontius Pi- 


late witneſſed a good Confeſſion, that thou keep this Com- 
mandment (that is not any particular Precept, but the 
whole Truſt?) without Spot, unrebukable, until the Ap- 


. 


Keep 
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Keep the Myſtery of the Doctrine of Chriſt, keep the In-" 
ſtitutions of Chriſt, and his holy Commandments; keep 
them, as has been ſaid, get the Poſſeſſion of them, diſpen 
them, exemplify them in yourſelves, maintain and defend 
them, ſuffer for them,commit them for ſafe Tranſmiſſion to 
faithful Men: Let us keep them in our Heads, in our 
Hearts, in our Lips, in our Lives, in the World, in the 
holy Scriptures, and in our precious Standards ;** let us keep 
them in Oppoſition to Loftng, Fraud, Violence, Sale or 
contemptuous rejecting. Keep the Truſt as it is Chriſt's 
Truſt ; keep it as it is the Truſt of this Church; her plea- 
ſant Heritage beſtowed on her by her Huſband Chriſt, and 
handed down from her Anceſtors, and now lodged, truſted 
into our Hinds as Guardians, Truſtees, to be preſerved and 
maintained for her and her Poſterity, vet unborn. 

Our Fore-fathers acted the Part of wiſe Men; they 
knew their own true Intereſt, and took the Holy Ghoſt's 
Advice: They bought the Truth, without grudging the 
Price; and having got Poſſeſſion of the Purchaſe, they 
would by no Means, nor for any Price, be indaced to fell 
it again: Though many a Time, for the Sake of it, they 
were by our Apoſtate Princes, Nobles, Parliaments, 
Churchmen, no better treated than was Naboth, refuſing 
to (ell his Father's Inheritance, by Ahab, yet would they 
not, on the Terms of Parting with the Truſt, the Heritage 
of Golpel Truth and Inſtitutions, redeem their worldly 
Poſſetlions, their Liberty nor their Lives: By which Means, 
bleſſed be the Lord, the Inheritance came fafe our Length : 
For, though often the Edomites and the Amalekites (the 
Malignants and Papiſts I mean) faid, Come, let ws tut them 

o from being a Nation, that the Name of Ifrael may no 

more be in Remembrance: Let us take to ourſelves the 
Houſes of God in Poſſeſſion. Yet: was Zion made a bur- 
denſome Stone, a Cup of trembling to them, and they for- 
ced to vomit all up agam. A Teftimony of which, is 6ur 
_ aſſembling here this Day. | 85 >. 

Let us therefore keep the Truſt, in Oppoſition to Po- 

pery, that old Enemy: Ah! the Beaſt's Wound is again 
like to be healed in our Land? Why is the Government fo 
eaſy and remiſs? Why does not the Church beſtir herfelf 
more in this Matter? + Let us keep the Truſt, in Oppoſt- 


| tion 
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tion to Arman and Pelagian Errors: In Oppoſition to 
Neonomianiſm or Bax terianiſm; in Oppoſition to Prelacy 
and Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies, and all Corruptions of di- 
vine Ordinances: In Oppoſition to Quakeriſm, for I do not 
hear it is on the Decline, in and about this Place: In Op- 
poſition to Eraſtian Encroachments on the Church's Power, 
for it is Chriſt's Power and Prerogative royal; “and the 
ſmalleſt Point of Chriſt's Prerogative royal (ſays the re- 
nowned Mr. Livingſtoun, once the Ornament and Ho- 
nour of this Synod, in his Letter to the Pariſh of Ancrum) 
is not only worth the Sufferings, but worth more than the 
eternal Salvation of the Elect: And it has been obſerved, the 
Church was never readier to Joſe Ground than under an 
| indulgent Prince: In Oppoſition to Arianiſm, lately ſprung 
up, and ſpreading apace in England and Ireland, among all 
Ranks of Perſons, even among Miniſters too, not only of 
the Church, but of the Diſſenters, our Brethren; and what 
Ground have we to think we ſhall be ſafe? * Eſpecially 
ſince no due Teſtimony has been given againſt it, by either 
Church or State; *© though ſeveral Perſons in England, 
and particularly Mr. Waterland, have done excellent Ser- 
vice againſt it, by their Writings, for which they are to be 
had in Honour.“ And in Oppoſition to Antinomianiſm 
too, why not? As there is juſt Occaſion and Ground of 
Fear; || though I know of no Miniſters in this Church, 
who have given juſt Ground for Suſpicions of that Sort: 
* And to load any Men, who have learned to unite O- 
bedience to Orthodoxy, who preach Duty as well as Grace, 
and who are always ready to eſpouſe the Precepts of the 
Goſpel with the ſame Zeal as they do the Doctrines of it, 
to load ſuch, I ſay,” with being Enemies to Holineſs, and 
other odious Names, for no other Reaſon but becauſe they 
cannot conſent to be brought under a Covenant of Works, 
or think of obtaining any Thing at God's Hand by their 
own Works, is ſuch a Reproach as, I am fully ſatisfied, our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt will-reckon them- 
ſelves Fellow-Sharers in, and Sufferers under. Keep the 
Truſt in Judicatories, as well as in other Inſtances; ** a- 
ing therein with Singleneſs, as in the Sight ef God, with 
an Eye to the Day of Accounts, and in a Dependance ou 
the prom ſed Spirit and Preſence: Let us beware of Fac- 
: M 2 ik al _  tiop 
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tion and Party, or the doing of any Thing through Emu- 
lation, Strife or Vain-Glory, which evidences equally a 
weakneſs of Grace, and littleneſs or meanneſs of Soul: Theſe 


being the Courts of Chriſt, all Things ſtould be managed, 
in them according to his Inſtruftions, with an Eye to his 
Glory, to his Approbation, and for the promoting of his 
Intereſts in the World: There, ought'we to ſhow ourſelves 
zealous for his Honour, and tender of his Intereſts. Scarce 
is there a Servant of Men, but he will ſtand up couragious 


for his Maſter's Intereſt, and Honour, and ſhall the Servants 


of Chriſt be the only Cowards? A vigorous and wiſe Exer- 
ciſe of Diſcipline is among the hardeſt Pieces of our Work, 
but moſt neceſſary for the Sake of the Truſt, and of the 
Souls of Men. Let us then act there with all Faithfulneſs, 
holy Freedom and Impartiality, as ſeeking not to pleaſe 

n but God, who ſearches the Hearts; not only allow- 
ing, but encouraging others to do the like, and as we do 
ſo, ſhall the Preſence of God be with us. But to conclude 
this.“ let us take heed to ourſelves, and to all the Flock, 


Acts xx. 28, Let us take heed to ourſelves and our Doc- 


trine, 1 Tim, iv. 16. Say to Archippus, take heed to the 
Miniſiry which thou haſt receiv d in the Lord, that thou 


fulfil it, Col. iv. 17, For Motives, conſider theſe few; 
Firſt, This Truſt is both committed to us, and accepted 


by us. As it is the Stewardſhip of Heaven's, Treaſure, of 
Chriſt's unſearchable Riches, our Lord and the Holy 
Ghoſt, have committed the ſame to us: As it is Scotland's 
Reformation and Heritage, it is committed by the Chuch 
of Believers in this Land, And under both Conſiderations 
it is accepted by Miniſters; therefore are we bound by all 


Manner of Ties, having fo bound ourſelves, to keep it : And 
without we endeavour to do it faithfully, we muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity fall under the black and indelible Brand of the worſt. 


of Diſhoneſty, Diſingenuity, Hypociiſy, Ingratitude, and 
Treachery.” | 

condly, Conſider, That conſequentially and really, 
it is the Charge and the Keeping, 1. Of the Father and of 


Chriſt's declarative Glory, which is diſplayed and ſhines. 


with a peculiar and an amazing Brightneſs in the Goſpel, 


; & So that to betray the Truſt, is, in Effect, to rob God, 


and to betray Chriſt, in what is deareſt to bim: The 
Truſt being corrupied, the Glory of God in the Face of 
* DER | . lieus 


— 


„ 


＋ 2 3 : 


A Syd SERMON, 35 
Feſus Chriſt, is by ſo much eclipſed and darkened; a Death's 
Vail is drawn over Chriſt's beautiful Face, that Men can 
no more behold it, 2 Cor. iv. 5. and he is defrauded, as 
he was by the unfaithful Huſbandmen, of the Revenue of 
Glory due unto him. 2. The keeping or not keeping of 
it, is really the keeping or betraying of the Souls of Men: 
For, the Goſpel being as a new Ship, God has put to. Sea, 
for ſaving the Ship-wrecked Children of Adam; when the 
Truſt is vitiate © in any Fundamental Inftance, a Leak is 
ſprung, or rather” the Bottom is ſtruek out of the Veſlel ; 
in which Caſe all muſt go the Lake together; ſince, in Hea» 
ven nor Larth, beſides what is provided in the Goſpel, 
there is no Help for loſt Sinners: And to be acceſſory to 
the Deſtruction, not only of a preſent, but of ſucceeding 
Generations, one knows not how many, ought to be a 
a very ſhocking Thought. My People, ſays the Lord, are 
„ deſtreyed for lack of Knowledge. . The keeping, or not 
keeping of it, is, in Effect, the keeping or the loſing of their 
own Souls too. © But theſe having been touched on be- 
fore, conſider in the next place.” 
| Thirdly, The Hazard the Truſt is in at this Day. It is 
never, it is true, quite out of Hazard from Devils or Men ; 
but my Reaſon for thinking it in Hazard more than or- 
ordinary at this Day, are, 1. Becauſe a barren, fruitleſs 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel is oftentimes puniſhed with Apoſta- 
cy from the Truth. Such who forſake the Lord, by giv- 
g up themſelves to an ungodly, looſe, prophane Courſe of 
Life, thereby holding the Truth captive in Unrighteouſneſs, 
he often leaves judicially to err from the Truth too: © And 
* when Men do, under a Profeſſion of the Truth, live in 
open Rebellion againſt its Power, is it any Wonder, our 
Lord,” unwilling to ſuffer his Truth to be any longer pro- 
ſtitute to their Luſts, leave them to make Shipwreck con- 
cerning the Faith, and give them up to believe a Lie, 
2 Theſſ. ii. 10. 2 Chron. xv. 2. Now, it is for a Lamens 
tation, that, in our Day, the Glory and Power of Chriſ- 
4 tianity are fo far, not only faded, but loſt among the molt 
Part of all Ranks of profeſſed Chriſtians, that their Pro- 
feſſion is one of the greateſt Blots and Diſhonour can be 
caſt on the Truth; So that it, were better Service done 
the Goſpel, for them, by forſaking of it, to declare the 
Bel'ef thereof, was incouſiſtent with their godleis 1 * 
1 n 10 he 
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« The Paths and Prints of the Fruits of the Spirit of 
Goſpel-Faith, to inſtance, Love, Goodneſs, Faithfulneſsg 
Meekneſs, Self-denial, Humility, Contempt of the World, 
Zeal for the Honour of Chriſt, Readineſs for the Croſs, 
are ſo overgrown and worn out among Men, that it can 
hardly be diſcerned where they have been; whereas the 
Works of the Fleſh have a broad beaten Road, that the 
Multitude travel in. Hence, for any to aſſert, That the 
Faith, Profeſſion, Lives and Courſes of the Generality of 
profeſſing Chriſtians, were any tolerable Repreſentation of 
the Truth and Holineſs of the Goſpel, would be a notable 
Affront, yea, a Diſcovery of Enmity to it: Since the 
Account the Holy Ghoſt gives of the Principles, Diſpoſi- 
tion and Actings of Men in their natural State, and under 
the Conduct of Satan, is much more applicable to ſuch, 
than any Thing that is ſaid of the Followers of Chriſt in 
@oly Scriptures. And while Religion is not rooted by its 
Power in the Hearts and Lives of Men, but is maintained 
merely by an outward unenlivened Profeſſion, and the ſecu- 
lar Intercſt of its Profeſſors, it is in no good Condition to a- 
bide, nor can it be expected long to ſtand the Shock of that 


Oppoſition it will be expoſed to.” Sometimes Truth is 
firſt loſt in a Church, and then Holineſs. The Spring of 


it, in that Caſe, being dried up, and its Root withered. 
Yea, the very Heathens, we ſee, Rom. i. 24.—— 28. for 
their rejecting the Notions they had of God's Being, At. 
tributesand Providence, from the Light. of Nature, were 
Judicially given up to all Manner of vile Abominations. 
Apain, oftentimes the Decay and Hatred of Goſpel Holineſs 
is the Cauſe of the Loſs of Truth: But where either is re- 
jected the other will not long remain behind. 2. A Flood 
of Errors of all Sorts, many of them Damnable, is, with 
a new Force, broke forth in theſe Lands, and like to o- 
verflow. Arianiſm, Deiſm, Atheiſm, &c. yea, the Aſpect 
of Matters in all the Churches is very “ gloomy” and 
threatning at this Day; * the Leproſy of Error,” the 
Plague of Defection, ſeem not to be on the Wane, „ but 
on the Waxing and Spreading. The reformed Religion 
is by many fo unhinged and taken off from its old Foun- 
dations, by their debating and calling in queſtion the prin» 
cipal Articles of it, and by their growing weary of the 
Truths, not only profeſſed ſiuce the Reformation, but that 

| gave 
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gave Occaſions thereto, and without which it had never 
been attempted; that the Man of Sin needs not deſpair 
8 holy Providence mercifully interpoſe) of impo- 

ng his Yoke once more on the Neck of the Proteſtanc 
Churches. Purity of Doctrine, it is true, has been the Pri- 
vilege and Bleſſing of this, beyond many (I may fay, any) 
of her Siſter Churches; but we have no Ground to expect 


it ſhall ay be fo, be our Behaviour and Improvement what 
they will: And ſome of her preſent Circumſtances, it is e- 


vident, render her Condition more hazardous and ſuſcep- 
tible of Infection, than heretofore ſhe wont to be. And 
further, to ſay nothing of Luther's Obſervation, of the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel continuing pure in a Church, at 
once, not beyond the Space of Man's Life-time; it is plain, 

Fact, That no Church or Nation, that ever received 

he Profeſſion of the Goſpel, but ſooner or later, in ſome 

conſiderable Degree, if not totally, ſhe fell off from the 
Doctrine and Obedience of it. It is vain, to think of pre- 
ſerving the Purity of Religion in Confeſſions and other 
Standards, though they ſhould remain untouched, while 
fome ſow Tares and others Sleep; while ſome, by their 
bold and preſumptuous Medlings corrupt its Truth ; while 
others, through Negligence, the Love of Eaſe, or other 
Biaſſes, overlook all; and few make it their Buſineſs to 
preſerve and expreſs its Power T. It is known, that of 
late Years, a Root of Bitterneſs ſprung up-among our- 
felves, which being, in a place of ſtubbing up, but 
tenderly cropt, its Growth and Spreading has thereby 
been promoted. 

3. The Truſt ſuffered by early Neglects and Omiſſions, 
after the Lord wrought our great Deliverance at the Re- 
volution, and there is daily Jeſs Appearance how they ſhall 
be got mended *. The Abominations, Defections and 
Apoſtacy of former Times, were never thoroughly ſearched, 
honeſtly confeſt and mourned for : Returning to the 
Lord by the ſame Road we had gone away from Him“ 
was not thought needful or convenient then; a more con- 
venient Time was expected, but in vain, now thefe Thirty 
Years bygone . Our Covenants, ©* by Means of 


- which, this Land particularly, had often been ſo- 


lemnly married to the Lord; by Means of which, 
| 8 IP Seo 
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Scotland's Reformation had been, with ſignal Counte- 
nance and Blefſing from Heaven, carried on in all the Pe» 
riods of this Church : our Covenants with our God, I ſay,” 
though broken, reſcinded, condemned and burnt wich all 
Circumſtances of Ignominy and Reproach, “ and the own- 
ing of them made capital and treaſonable (ſome of which 
wicked Laws, unto this Day, ſtand unrepealed””) have 
never been renewed: ( thouph never had Church or 
Nation whatſoever, in regard of their univerſal, ſudden, 
ſolemn, bold and Heaven-daring Apoſtacy from the Lord 
their God, more Reaſon and Need to have returned to him 
after this Sort) bcauſe the civil Government did not bind 
us, nor pive their Conſent unſought; a Thing was never 
to be expected of carnal Men, and, many of them, known 
Enemies to Chriſt and his nn « In all which, I 
mean no Reflection on the Memories of the worthy Men, 
whether in Church or in State, that are gone; for, ſome, 
I know, then of all Ranks had it in their Hearts to have 
taken this Step for building the Houſe of the Lord; tho 
being in Doubt if the Time was yet come, and fearing the 
Sons of Zeruiah would be too ſtrong for them, their Cou- 
rage failed them: which, were they now alive, they would, 
I believe, pardon one for ſaying, it was their Infirmity, 
For I can never yet lee, if a Church had a good Mind 
to return to the Lord, and to take hold of his Covenant, 
after this Manner; What ſhould hinder them?“ What 
ſhould hinder them? “ Sure, Numb. 30. ought not; ſince 
herein they are not ſubject to the Fathers of their Fleſh ; 
If the Conſent of the Powers of the World, which, with 
all Humility, and earneſtly is to be ſought, cannot be ob- 
tained, they may, no doubt of it, proceed with it. Our 
Fore-fathers were, I am ſure, of this Mind, who before, 
and in the Year 1638, without Conſent or Concurrence of 
King or Council, Parliaments of Aſſemblies, came into 
ſolemn Covenant with the Lord their God, and were, tho? 
mightily oppoſed by the Powers then in being, owned and 
detended by him in ſo doing.” If our God is not to be 
truſted for, more than that, ** one ſhould have ſmall En- 
couragement to venture for him, This Covenanting, or 
the taking hold of God's Covenat after this Manner, was 
the Strength and the Glory of Scotland, whereas, her 
Defections and Neglect this Way, dars been, and are, * 
Weak - 
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7 Weakening and her Shame.” And: let Men pleaſe them 
ſelves as they will, while this remains undone, I deſpair 
of ſeeing a better of it, but that every Day ſhall be ano- 
ther's Worſe T. Iam neither in a Condition to enter on 
the Particular of former or preſent Time; nor are there 
many Auditors of thi Sort in a Condition to bear it: But 
wen God comes fo plead his Controverſy with Scotland, 
he will cauſe Nobles, Gentry, Miniſters, and all Ranks of 
=: Perſons, both hear and acknowledge Things they would 
take very hainouſly to hear of now ®. I ſhall only ſay, 
lam ſure Scotland's Reformation has not thriven or grown 
much in our Hands T. 
” 4. Teal for Chriſt and his Intereſts, is mightily on the 
= Decline, among all Ranks of Perſuns, Never was that 
Word more applicable to any Generation, than it is to 
us, Phil. ii. 21. Al ſeet their own, not the Things that 
etre Jeſus Chriſt's. And Jer. v. I.—;. and ix. 3.—— 
Iſa. ix. Moſt Men are become very eaſy and indifferent 
about Principles, ©* ever the moſt important and Funda« 
mental; it being a light Matter with them, whether they 
ſtand or fall in the Streets It is true, none almoſt but 
they have a Zeal on ſome Occaſions; but as the Prophet 
expreſſes it, They are net valiant for the Truth upon the 
Earth: And this will be ſtill further increaſed, by our 
Gentry and Nobility affecting an Engliſh Education to 
their Children, whereby they cannot fail of being poiſoned 
in their Principles about Religion; which is one of the 
ſour Fruits of the unbleſſed, becauſe, in ſome material and 
weighty Points, unlawful Match. But then, 

5. We are broken and divided among ourſelves, by diffe- 
rent Practices and different Sentiments ; *” by ſealouſies, 
Suſpicions, Emulations, &c. the native Effects of the for- 
mer. Theſe at ſuch a dangerous Juncture, otherwife migh- 
tily unfit for watching the Truſt with one Eye, and ſtriv- 
ing together with one Heart and Shoulder, for the Faith 
of the Goſpel. © When the Tongues are divided, and the 

= Hands engaged in mutual inteſtine Conflicts which all u- 
== - nited, were few enough for ſtrengthening the Things that 
remain, and are ready to die; while the Keepers are en- 
gaged in mutual charging one of another, with being Oc- 
caſions of endangering is, A Truſt, nd wonder that joint 
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Endeavours, after proper Remedies and Means of Preſerya+ 
tion, be much negleRed.” And, as if our Condition had not 
been bad enough before, a new Stumbling-block has by. 
ſame been thrown in the Way of this Church; by Means 
of which, ſhe is caſt into a new inteſtine Ferment; And, 
a Thouſand to One, but Truth may ſuffer further, ere it 
he over. Better a Milſtone had been banged about one's 
Neck, and be caſt into the Depth, than to have been the 
Cauſe, or ſo much as the culpable Occaſion of this +. 

6. *® Many of theſe who are looking towards the holy 
Miniſtry (I am far from ſaying all of them; for ſeveral I 
know, are hopeful, and worthy of alt Encouragement 
are ſo diſpoſed and affected towards the Science, falſely 
ſo called, which falls to be in Vogue in our Day, that there 
is Ground to fear, if many of the preſent Miniſtry were 
gone off the Stage, the Truſt may meet with unſſcilful and 
unkindly keeping from them F, The Wiſdom of Words 
ig too much ſtudied by ſome in Preaching, which the A- 
poſtle Paul induſtriouſly ſhunged in his Preaching of the 
Goſpel, Left the Croſs of Cbriſt ſhould be made of none 
EfSe# 1 Cor. i. 17 

+ Laſtly, And is not the Preſence of God much withdrawn 
from his own Ordinances? Miniſters are carried thr 
their public Miviſtrations, ,which is Ground of Thankful- 
neſs: But do we feel that ſenſible Preſence and Aſſiſtance 
with our own Spirits, which makes the Work eaſy and 
ſweet, our joy and Delight? And is that Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as has been uſual, obſerved and felt to 
go along with the Word, making it effeftual for Conver- 
ſion and Sancti cation, for changing the Hearts and Lives 
of Men? What though it ould be true, that this 
Church was the pureſt among the reformed ? May not ber 
Condition be bad enough for all that? May ſhe not be 
ſo, and yet on the Decline? The Church of the Jews was 
often in a forvy Condition, tho' they were the only Church 
God had on Earth. Churches are apt to be pleaſed with 
themſelves, and to contend all is well with them, while 
their outward Eſtabliſnment and Conſtitution is preſerved, 
wh le their out ward O der and Adminiſtrations are invio- 
late: But it is certain, all theſe may remain ſafe and intire, 
and yet the Power, Glory and Purity of the Goſpel be loſt ; 


and 
* Sland. be 7 Sand. 12. F 
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and yet the Truſt be quite miſmanaged; as it was in the 
Church of the Jews. Chriſt's Judgment concerning a. 
Church, we find, is ofentimes very wide from her own, 
concerning herſelf. It was not only for her own Sake, but 
for Warning to us and others in every Ape, that it is 
entered on an everlaſting Record: Concerning the Church 
of Laodicea, That when ſhe judged herfelf rich, increaſed 
in Goods, and wanting nothing, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


the Amen, the true and faithful Witneſs, pronounces her 


poor, blind, wretched and miſerable. And it deſerves our 
Conſideration, if our Lord may not ſay of us and other 
Churches, where his Name is yet owned;-what was ſaid of 
old in Reference to the Jewiſh Church, Jer. ii. 21,—— 
Ifa. i. 21. Our Lord's earneſt Concern and Importuni- 
ty as to this Matter, having been inſiſted on before, I 
ſhall not adduce it here again, as a diſtin Motive: But 
conſider, _ 

4. Miniſterial-keeping, as it is the great Mean God has 
ordained, and which he bleſſes to this End and Purpoſe, 


ſo it is the Expedient of all others leaſt exceptionable. 


& Force and Perſecution, whoever have uſed them, have 
ever been a Stain to Chriſtianity, and, inftead of winning 
People to a cordial Belief and Profeſſion of the Golpel, 
have never failed to fill their Minds with Alienation from 
their Profeſſion, by whom they ſuffered. But a dilipent 
and faithful Diſpenſation of the Word of the Goſpel, an 
Endeavour to implant the Word in the Souls and Hearts 
of Men, and to leaven their Minds with a Senſe of its Power. 
and Excellency, is what none can complain of, or take 
Offence at. And rarely has any Church made Defection 
from the Truth, but where there has firſt been a Neꝑlect 
of this Sort; which ſcarce can fail of opening the Doof 
to Apoſtacy.” Further, This ſeems to be the ooly 
Mean left for preſervation of the Truth, in our Day; all 
other, proving ineffectual to ſecure People from Apoſtacy. 

5. According to Miniſters Faithfulneſs in keeping of the 
Truſt, ſo may they expect the divine Preſence and Coun» 


tenance with them, and Succeſs in the Diſcharge of their 


Office; without which they can have but little Comfort, 
whatever Countenance or Approbation they may have 
from the World, Go Ye teaching them to ob/er ve all 
Things what/oever I have commanded you: And io, J am 

N 2 wit , 
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with you always, even unto te End of the World, Mat. 


Xxviij, 20. See Jer. i, 8 19. If they had ſtood in my 


Counſel — then they ſhould have turned them from their 
evil Way,” &c. er. xxili. 22. | 

6. If we keep the Truſt, the Truſt, or he whoſe it is, 
will keep us; Je not afraid, I am with thee to deliver 
thee, ſaith the Lord, Jer. i. 8, 19. Notwithſtanding, the 
Lord, flood with me and ſtrengthened me. And the Lord 
ſhall deliver me from every evil Work, and will preſerve 
me unto his heavenly Kingdom,” — 2 Tim. iv. 17. Sel- 
dom it is ſeen, that Minifters continuing faithful and 
eleaving to what is Duty,” fall into Contempt with them 
who fear the Lord: Yea, often they have a Teſtimony in 
the Conſcience even of their Enemies. Nor have their 
Poſterity been Loſers by their Loſſes on that Account. 
That Word, 1 Sam. ii, 30. is made good to the Miniſters 
of every Age, Th-m that honour me I will honour, and they 
that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. Unfaithful Mi. 
niſteis become moſt contemptible of any Men. But ye 
are departed out of the Way, ye have cauſed many to ſl umble 
at the Lau therefore have I made you contemptible 
and baſe before all the People, Mal. ii. 8. 9. 

J. The Truſt, well kept, is the Glory, Strength, and the 


Safety of a Church » Behold I have ſet before thee an open 


Door, and no Man can ſhut it, for thou haſt a little 
Strength, and haſt kept my Word, and haſt not denied my 
Name : Behald I will make them of the Synagogue of Sa- 
tante come and wor(hip before my Feet, and to know 
that I have loved thee, Rev. iii. 8, 9. The ſame Promiſe 
js made to every Church continuing faithful in this Matter, 
as well as it was to Philadelphia, While they kept the 
Teſtimonies, the Statutes and the Judgments, the Ark was 
the Glory and the Strength of Iſrael. Faithful Miniſters 
alſo, are to a Church as the Chariots of Iſrael, and the 
Horſemen thereof.“ It is not Laws, Princes, Nobles, ſo 
much as the keeping of the Truſt, that ſecures a Church: 
Though their Countenance is deſirable, and a Bleſſing, 


when it is fincere, and they indeed nurſing Fathers; other- 


wiſe the Truſt gets much Miſchief of them, bringing in eſ- 
pecially the carnal, fleſhly Wiſdom of the World, iuto 
the Church, which we have enough among ourſelves of. 


8. It 
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8. It is a Truſt in Order to an Account. And in Caſe 
of Unfaithfulneſs, it will be but a melancholy Reckoning ; 
t the Sin and Danger here is inexpreſſible; the Blood of 
Nations, Churches, and whole Generations, will lie much 
of it at unfaithful Miniſters Door; For if they had acted a 
faithful Part, it might have been a Means to flop them in 
their ſelf-deſtroying,Courſes : And accordingly we find the 
Lord often, in the Old Teſtament, charging the Blame of 
his Peoples Ruin upon them. That is a heavy Word com- 
ing from the Mouth of the Lord; I have ſworn—— 
that the Iniquity of Eli”s Houſe ſhall not b purged with 
Sacrifice nor Offering for ever, 1 Sam. iii. 14. Our Lord 
is gone into a far Country, and upon his Return we muſt 
account for every Sermon we have preached ; for our act- 


| ings in every Synod, Preſbytery, General Aſſembly, &c. 


Further the falſe Prophet 's ſpoke of in Scripture, as hav- 
ivg a Hell by himſelf. We may likewiſe take under this 
Head, the Peace and Comfort, that Faithfulneſs in this 
Matter will yield one in a dying Hour. Paul inſtances in 
no particular, but this, I have kept the Faith, 2 Tim, 
iv. 8. A great Comfort, no doubt then, that he had 
got the Faith kept ; when ſo many Endeavours had been 
uſed by Devils and Men to part him and it. A worthy 
Miniſter, in our own Day, when a dying, ſaid, he had 
ſweet Peace then, of theſe Appearances for which he had of- 
ten been accounteda Fool Now to cloſe this Exhortation ; 
for Chriſt's Sake, whoſe the Truſt is, for the Sake of Mens 
Souls ; for the preſent and ſucceeding Generations Sake, 
and for our own Sake, as ever we expect to finiſh our Courſe, 
and give an Account not with Grief, but with Joy, let us 


keep the Truſt committed to us. 


Now, as we would be helped to keep the Truſt, accord- 
ing to the Doctrine, there are ſome Things, | 

Firſt, That we muſt beware of; as, 1. We would 
beware of the World, the Love of it eſpecially. No Man 
that warreth, intangleth himſelf with the Affairs of this 
Life, that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen him to be a 
Soldier, 2 Tim. ii. 4. Riches are dangerous to all, but eſ- 


pecially to Miniſters : For if they will be rich, they can- 


not miſs to fall into Tentation, and a Snare, and into . 
ny fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men, 1 Tim. 
vi. 9. It is hard to keep the Truſt and the World, both of 


them, 
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them, eſpecially at ſome Times, They will be like two 
Herds, in the keeping of one Man: While he js tending 
the one, the other will go wrong, © or, in Hazard from 
one Thing or other. The Love of Money being the Root 
of all Evil, no Wonder it have Influence iv Order to De- 
feion,” ——whith while ſome have coveted after. th 1 har 
# red from the Faith, But thou, © Man of God flet 
theſt Things, Ver. ie, 11, 

2. Beware of accommcdating the Truſt to the Luſts of 
Men. Thus the Doctrine and the Inſtitutions have been 
corrupted to pleaſe Men: * To obtain their Favour and 
Countenance to the Profeſſion of Religion, and to keep a 
Face and an Appearance of it among them; Miniſters have 
been content with whatever they could get, and would 
not offend by aſking more: So one Point of the Truſt has 
been dropt after another. King Ahzz falls in Love 
with an Altar, he ſaw it at Damaſcus, ſends the Pattern 
of it to Urijah the Prieſt, who accordingly built it for the 
King, againſt he came ome, 2 Kings xvi. 20. The 
Arguments that were made Uſe of at the infamous Aſſembly 
of Perth for enacting the five Articles, viz It is the King's 
Pleaſure, what ! Will ye diſobey the King ? &c. need not 
be forgot, 

3. Beware of falling out about the Truſt. If one ſhall 
fay, this belongs to the Truſt, and another ſay+, nay, it 
does not: It will in ſuch an Event, be in great Hazard of 
being miſmanaged. If to inſtance, after ſo long preach- 
ing of Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chi:ſt, and the Believer's 
Freedom from the Law, as a Covenant, we ſhould happen 


to fall out among ourſelves. about the Nature of the one 


or the other. Ah! what a grievous Scandal would be 
laid in the Way of Sinhers, yea, and of weak Saints too? 
Diviſion of Tongues, is more beſeeming the Builders of Ba- 
bel, than of Ferufalem. A Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, 
haſtens to meet its own Ruin. For the Diviſions of Reu- 
ben, are great Thoughts of Heart, Yet afe ſuch Things 
ho other, than what have been, no other than what were 
foretold by our Lord, in the New Teſtament.” But, % 
unt the World, becanſe of GOffentes, for it muſt needs be, 
that Offences come: But wo to that Man, by whom the 
. Offences cometh, Mat. xvii. 7. 
| * Slant. 7. 1 
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4. We muſt beware of making nothing of little Things. 
« Chriſt's ſmall Things (if any Thing that is his, may be 
ſo termed) are great Things. And the Word may be very 
clear in theſe ſmall Things. We are to kytb our Love and 
our Reſpect to our Maſter's Honour and Authority, in 
theſe: And the Servant who is faithful in a very little, 
ſhall be made Ruler over much. Further, ſmall Things 
admitted wanting a Warrant, may be like the Needle, 
which though it makes but a ſmall Hole brings a long 
Thread after it, Things miy appear ſmall in themſelves, 
and yet be great and diſinal n their Conſequences, Mr. 
Livingſtoun abovementioned, is Diſcourſe to his Pariſh, 
on Monday after his laſt Communion, October 1662, ſays, 
There was never a Trial yet in the Church. but in the Time 
of it, it was brought to a ſeemingly ſmal} Thing. 
And that Satan can put the Trial in ſuc a Frame, he can 
draw it to ſuch a Point, and ſet it, as they lay, in ancien 
Novacule, like a Razor Edge: yet ſtill, though therg 
' ſeems but little between the Two, the one Side is a denying 
of Chriſt, and the other a confeſſing of him. 

5. We are to beware of Errors in V iſfton, ———They ers 
in Viſion, they ſlumble in Judgment, Iſa. xxviii. 7.— 
They make you wain ; they ſpeak a Viſion of their own 
Hearts, and not of the Mouth F the Lord. They ſay, &c. 
Jer. xxiii. 16, 17. Thy Prophets have ſeen vain and fooliſh 
Things for thee, they have not diſcovered thine Iniquity, 
to turn away thy Captivity, &c. Lam. ii. 14. It will be 
but a poor Excule for a Miniſter to ſay, I hare thought fo, 
and no other than what rank Perſecutors may plead. For 
in killing of the Saints, they chounbt they were doing God 
Service, John xvi. 2. Laſtly, We muſt beware of carual, 
fleſhly Wiſdom. but of this before. 

Secondly, If we would keep the Truſt, as has been ſaid, 
_ are ſome Things we mult attend unto, and be caretul 

As. 

2. To get a ſpiritual Acquaintance with, and inward 
Experience of the Truſt, on our Souls. Not a notional 
Scheme only ip our Heads, but ſuch a certain aſſu d 


Knowledge of it, in its Grounds, Efficacy and native Evi- 


dence, as the Scripture calls @ full Aſurauce of Underſtands 
ing; ſuch a Perſuaſion and Allurance of the Lruths ot the 


Galpel, as will be prevalent and remain firm againſt all that 
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* * . and Tentation, Power and Policy, we may be 


aulted with; and ſuch as will not ſuffer our Minds to be 
indifferent, careleſs or negligent about them: It is true, 
we can come at this, neitber by natural Senſe, nor by ra- 
tional Demonſtration, but only by the Illumination of the 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 14. giving us ſpiritual 
Views of the Things themſelves, in their heavenly Nature, 
matchleſs Glory and Excellency, and giving us an Experi- 
ence of their Reality, Power and Efficacy on our Minds, 


Affections and whole Souls. All which though it be tbe 


Grace, Promiſe and Gift of God, we are to endeavour af- 
ter, in a Way of Duty; praying earneſtly for the Spirit of 
Truth, to lead us into all Truth, and to make us learn the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus.” Without this, doctrinal Know- 
ledge, and Notions of the Truth, enabling us to talk and 
diſpute of them, will never ſecure our Stedfaſtneſs, in a Day 
of Trial, norenable us to keep the Truſt in all Circumſtances 
we may fall into. For in all Ages, Men, ſo learned and 
ſkilled in the Doctrine of the Goſpel, that they ſeemed Rab- 
bis in Iſrael, Pillars in the Church, have not only fallen in 
2 Day of Trial, „but led others the Way in Apoſtacy 
(which the Faith of fome has been overthrown, and the 
Confidence of others much ſhaken by) while Saints of the 
loweſt Stature have been Martyrs for the Truth : Which 


is eaſily accounted for from what we have been ſaying, ' 


pamely, the Latter received the Love and the Power.of 
the Truth, whereas the Former received only the Notion 
of it. Particularly, we would ſtudy the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, and of him crucified, ſeeking to have ſpiritual Views 
ef the Glory of his Perſon, his Offices, his Undertaking, bis 
Fulneſs ; and, to have Experience of the ſweet Power and 
Efficacy of his Grace and Spirit. That Word deſerves our 
articular Notice, But when it pleaſed Cod—— to reveal 
his Son in me, that I might preach him, &c, Gal, i. 16. 


2. To make the keeping of the Truſt, the Study and 


Buſineſs of our Lives, I Tim. iv. 15. and v. 17. 2Tim.iv.s. 


3. To bold by the Form of found Words, the Words of 


the Holy Ghoſt, or Words of a like plain Meaning and Im- 
port. For fitter and emphatical Terms and Phraſes, 
to expreſs divine Things by, there are none, than what the 
Holy Ghoſt uſes, and has taught us to uſe : For the Scrip- 


ture is not only the Rule of what we are to believe and 


practiſe, 
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hieh therefore we are to declare, not in Words which 
Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teachr ih, 
1 Cor: ii. 13. Scripture Words I mean, or ſuch as are e- 
quivalent to them, as before, eſpecially the Words of or- 
thodox Standards. For, not only were the Things re- 
vealed to the Prophets and Apoſtles, but the very Words 
ſuggeſted, by which they were to expreſs them : Therefore, 
m keeping of the Truſt, a very particular Regard muſt be 


paid to the wholfome Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


1 Tim. vi. 3. When in unfolding the Myſteries of Faith, 
Scripture Words and Phraſes are declined, much more when 
others diſſonant thereto, or inconſiſtent therewith, are made 


ractiſe, but alſo of our Expreſſions about holy Things $ "= 2, 


Uſe of, it falls without Doubt, under the Head of that 


Eterodidaſcalia, which the Apoſtle is ſo keen againſt, 1 Tim. 
i. 3. and vi. 3. as well as when other Doctrines themſelves 
are taught. It is made the Character of a good Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to be nouriſhed up in the Words of Faith and 


ſound Doctrine, 1 Tim. iv. 6. Divine Things require a 


Rhetoric proper and peculiar to themſelves: Ard as it is 
only from the Scripture we can be ſupplied with the glori- 
ous Ideas of the Things themſelves, ſo it alone can beſt fur- 
niſh us with Eloquence, and all other proper Ornaments of 
Speech, to beautify and declare them. Now, the Words 
of the Holy Ghoſt being a divine Ordinance, for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Truſt, let them be once but changed, as 
faid is, and it ſhall not be poſſible for the Wit of Man to 


keep the Truſt, in the Senſe of the Text, but nill they, wilt 
they, it ſhall be corrupted, and at length betrayed. See 


' alſo 2 Tim. i. 13. Tit. i. 9, 13. and ii. 1, 2, 7, 8 And, 


for the ſame Reaſon, ought all ſuch technical Terms, as 
Affectation and Deſign, not Neceſſity, or Uſefulneſs, have 


introduced into Divinity, to be avoided and thrown forth 


again.“ I ſee it now taught, that Believers are under the 
co - active and compulſive Power of the Law; a Way of 
ſpeaking, directly contrary to what has hitherto been in Uſe 


among orthodox Proteſtants, uſing theſe Terms, who with 


one Lip, have taught Believers were not under the cu- active 


and compulſive Power of the Law: It may be worth 
ſome Body's While, to inquire which of the two Ways of 
ſpeaking, is moſt agreeable to, or diſſunant from the Words 
| O of 
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of the Holy Ghoſt ; to which Purpoſe, the following Texts, 


among many others, may be conſidered, Luke i. 74. Rom. 

4. To keep the Truſt with the moſt Diligence, Watch- 
fulneſs and Earneſtneſs, where it is moſt attacked or ex- 
poſed to the greateſt Danger. This, we find, was our 
Lord's, the Prophets and Apoſtles Way, and particularly 
Paul's: And it is evident from the Parity of Reaſon in e- 
ther Caſes, it ought to beſo. Livingſtone, in the above. 
mentioned Diſcourſe, ſays, There are Times and Seaſons, 


when a Man's Silence may bring a Curſe upon his Head, 


And ſpeaking, of ficker Men, waving ay the Controverſy of 
preach againſt Popery, and when Popery is the Controver- 


ſy, will preach good Moral Doctrine, Love to God and to 


our Neighbour, he ſays, How ſhall ſuch an one look for a 
blyth Sight of Chriſt, on a Death · bed, or, when his Maſter 
will fay to him, Ha Sir, I know you well enough, you 
ſpake, but never in a Miſter; you ſpake, as they ſay, 
when none ſprired at you, you was ſtout then, but when 
mv Cauſe came in Hand, and when you might have done 
me good Service, by bearing up my Banner, when it was 
like to fall, you would not, Therefore get you gone, &c. 
It was an Evidence of much holy Courage and Faithful- 
neſs in that great Man of God, and ſhining Light in this 
Church, Mr, Robert Blair, called on a Time to preach 
at a Triennial Viſitation in the North of Ireland, to preach 
direct and flat againſt Prelacy and Lord Biſhops in the 
Church: and yet, tho there were Biſhops preſent, (Uſher, 
himſelf, was not prelent) ſuch. was their Temper, one 
Word was not ſaid to him for it. | * 

5. To keep the Truſt in a good Conſcience, if we would 
keep it fiſt and ſafe. Holding the Myſtery of the Faith in 


à pure Conſcience, 1 Tim. iii. 9. To this Purpoſe, Paul 


exerciſed himſelf to have always a Conſcience void of Of. 
fence, &c. Acts xxiv. 17 If a Man make once a Gap in 
his Conſcience, eſpecially by ſinning againſt Light, or do- 
jug any Thing doubtingly, with Reverence to the Truſt, 
a Thouſand to One, without it be ſpeedily healed, with 
an Application to the Blood of Chriſt, but he loſes the 
Truli out of it, in Whole, or in Part, Holding Faith and 
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ing Faith, have made Shipwreck, 1 Tim. i. 9 


6. To eye the Recompence of Reward . Heb. xi. 26. 


% And when the chief Shepherd | ol . &c. 1 pet. 
v. 4. Be thou faithful to the Death, &c. Rev. ii, 10. 


mercenary, though we be not to eye Glory as a Wages 
of our Work of Obedience (the Reward is all of Chriſt's 


lt bing none of it ours) yet ought we to Eve it, and be 
* It ſeems much ſafer and a- 


encouraged in our Work. 

eeable to Scripture, to fetch Arguments to quicker us 
in our enn from the Mercies of God beſtowed al - 
ready, or * made ſure to Faith in the Covenant and the 
Promiſes, than to fetch them from the Bleſſings we are to 
gain by our Obedience +, See, to this Purpole, 2 Cor, vii. 
1. Col. iii. 23. Heb. x 34. 2 Cor. iv. 18. It is called 
a Reward, mainly becauſe it is beſtowed, not till the 
Work is over. Yea, though a Believer is never to fear 
Hell, as what can eventually befall him 7, yet is he “, 


though he cannot do it without Horror +, to conſider it, 


* and to conſider it, as what was his Due, and as what 
his Sin deſerve, if God without Reſpect to Chriſt's being 
made a Curſe for us, was to proceed againſt him, according 
to the Tenor of a Law-Covenant; he is thus to confider 


it, I ay, and be filled with Admira tion of Free - grace, that 


has delivered him 4, and with the higheſt Meaſure of Love 
and Gratitude, in order to his running the Way of God's 
Commandments,” 

Laſtly, To exerciſe ourſelves unto Godlineſs, 1 Tim. iv. 
7. to be mich in Prayer, putting it, and ourſelves into the 
Hands of the Keeper of Iſrael, who never ſlumbers nor 
ſleeps; (it was the ſaying of a good and learned Man, 


That he got more Knowledge of divine Things by Prayer, 
than by all his Study) to be much in the Exerciſe of Faith 


on Chriſt and the Promiſes, to be ſtrong in the Grace that 


ts, not in us, but in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. ii. 1. 


«+ Here an Application, anent keeping of the Truſt, 
might be made alſo unto the People; For, though this 


Text ſpeaks to Miniſters particularly, we are they Ike - 
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= wiſcelſewhere in the Scripture required to keep the Truſt: 
Aud not only for their own Parts to keep it, but in their 
"ſeveral Stations and Capacities, to be Helpers and Fellow- 
8 Labourers. with Miniſters in this weighty Work, Rom. 
4 - xvi, 2 Cor. xvi. 16. Phil. iv; 3. giving them all the Sup- 
= port and Encour agement, in this their Warfare, they can; 
And bearing, not only patiently, but thankfully, - their : 
5s. = Faithfulneſ and plain Dealing, as knowing and conſider- | 
1 ing, they watch a glorious and moſt important Truſt, and 
likewiſe for their Souls, as they that muſt give an Account, 
3 with Joy, or with Grief, Heb. xiii. 17. according to their 
| Peoples Entertainment of the "Truſt at their Hands, and 
8 their Deportment, in this whole Affair. | 
3 Magiſtrates, particularly, and Courts of Judicature, 
=: > both Supreme and Subordinate, together with Perſons of 
Eminence in the World, are highly concerned to approve 
=> - ©, themſelves Nurfing Fathers, with Reference unto the Truſt, 
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'Y be dy laying out themſelves, by Authority and Example, all 
FR -  — they can for the Preſervation of it, and for the ivabling' 
of Miniſters, with Comfort and Succeſs, to diſcharge their % 


Duty this Way; For, if they, whether by Connivance 
or by legal Deeds, ſhall tolerate all the Baggage of Hell, 3 
Hereſy, Error and Vice, I mean, to have Shade under 
their Wings, then do they, though not directly, yet really, 
and, in Effe&, conſent and concur to the Betraying of the 
Truſt. But theſe, having inſiſted ſo much already, I paſs 
without ſaying more of them. | 
May the Lord ariſe and have Mercy upon Zion, and the 
| Time, even the ſet Time to favour ber come, Plal. cii. 13. 
Now, to Him who is able to keep us from falling, and to 4 
preſent us faultlaſi before the Preſence of his Glory, with 
exceeding Joy; to the only wife God, our Saviour, be Clo- 
ry and Majeſty, Dominion and Pouer, now aud for ever. 
Amen, Jude 24, 25. | | | 
For me to have taken ſo much Time before an Auditory, f 
g where it better becomes me to be a Learner, tban to have 
| = been in the Place of a Teacher; and for me to have ſpoke 
© .. feveral Things more freely. perhaps, than ſome will reckon is 
k 8 Was fit and convenient, will, no doubt, if it was viewed in 
5 the Glaſs of our own Wiſdom, appear preſumptuous, felf- | 
cConceited, arrogant, and what not: But it will, I hope, when 
*E <% viewed in the Glaſs of the Text appear more pardonable. 
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4 INDEX of the "WY Oelen 1 
I Slanders; for the Eaſe and Satisfagtioh of 
1 the curious Reader, That he may n eo 


- - Gems 1 in Order. 0 
1 a * - 15 
Kemart. . | Shand. . 
| 1. Page 2. 1. Page 20, I. Page 22, 1 
„ „ , 2. P. 82, 83. 
a „ 3. 2 3. P. 87. 
p . 4. From the for- 4. P. 87. 
ST. 31, 3% mer three. 5. . Tis 
p 6. P. 22. . 6. P. 90. 
0 7. P. 17. 6. P. 25. 17. F. 94. 
N 8. P. 39. 7. P. 99. 8. P. 3a, 
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10. P. 35. | 9. P. 99. | 10. P. 36. | 
| 11. P. 68. To. P, 05 11. P. 3). 
13 12. P. 99. | 11, & 12. P. 99 | 12. P. 99, 


; This is a true Copy 0 7 my Notes from which the Synod Ser 
8 mon was preached ; a faithful Tranſcript of which Notes, 
= with the Maaditions 410 E 2 iſtin ly mark- 
k ed as here, was given in to a Committee of the Synod of 
| Mers and Teviatdale by me, 
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mon, was one of thoſe Miniſters, who bore 
Teſtimony againſt the General Aſſembly's | 
Conduct in condemning a Book intitled, The 
Marrow of - Modern Divinity; it is judged 
proper to reprint the following Proteſtation, 
wherein he was particularly n g 
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Doctrine; Given in to the C 


- * miſſion, ſince the laſt Aſſembly, and contrary to our in- 
-elinatians. anſwered their Queries, tending to widen the 
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ner of Expreſſion, as 


E > and. baving attended the ſeveral Meetings of the Com- 


Differences, and put to us by them, even after they had 


vVvenerable e and that inſtead of obtaining Re- 
xy the” Scntcuce of the General Aflembiy, inumated to | 
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eur Repreſentation: an pealing « 9 
e binb At. of Aſſembly 1726, l refuſed; and the (id. 3 
is confirmed, and no ſufficient Remedy provided, or 
removing of the Offence given by the Eighth Act aforeſaid;- 
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which gives us too much Ground to think, that our move; 
"ing in this Manner, for the Redreſs of our other Grievan-- 
ces, Will be in vain: Therefore,- we do, for the Frunthßs 

fake, and our neceſſary Vindication, declare and profeſs, - - 3 
before this venerable Aſſembly, That we adhere td aur 
Standard of Doctrine in this Church, to the Confeſſio of” + vY 
„Faith, ratified in Parliament, Anne 1560, and the Na- YL 
. tional Covenant, or Confeſſion of Faith; both which, we 
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4 "conceive, we are bound to, by the ſupperadded Tye of the 
- + Solemn League and Covenant: As alſo, to the Weſtarin« '  - 3 

\ _ ſer Confeſſion, with the Larger and Shorter. Catechiſma ; 

and that we are willing to ſubſcribe the Three Confeſſiong 

- afofeſaid,.as the Coufeltion of our Faith, and particularly, : 2 
the Weſtminſter © Confeſſion, as it was received by this. * 
Church, Aune 1647. And further, for Reaſons con- A 

tained” in oux Repreſentation, and Anſwers. to the Com- 

_ miſſion's Guben both which we adhere unto, and for. o:: 

_ _ they Reaſons to be added, if need be, We do proteſt, ” 
- That we 189k upon the ſaid Fifth Act of Aſſembly 1 720g 3 
+ as contrary to the Word of God, and to the aforefaid:- | 
Standard Doctrine and Covenants, and on what we 

' have complained. of, in the foreſaid Eighth Act, as of dan- 3 


gerous Conſequence thereto; that therefore we dare not, 
any manner of Way, no not by Silence, conſent unto, of 
approve of them, nor the Act of this ſſembly relative © 


thereunto: And that it ſhall be lawful for us, agreeable” 
to the Word of God, and Standards of Doctrine zforefaid 
in this Church, to adhere, to profeſs, preach, and ſtill bear 


Teſtimony unto the Truths condemned, or other ways in- 
jured by the ſa d Acts of Aſſembly; notwithſtanding of 
the-faid Acte, or whatſoever ſhall follow thereupon. U- 
Pon all which, we take Inſtruments, and crave Extracts, 


* _» Meſſrs. James Hog, at Carnock. 
" Wilham Hunter, at Lillieſteaf. 
Thomas Boſton, at Etterick. 
4 1 at Inneraſk, 
© Ebenezer Erſkine, at Portmoak. 
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Z 15 : At Edinburgh, : May 21/1, 1722. Subſcribed by - 
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Gabriel Wilſon, at Maxton, 


at Dunfermling. | 


Henry Davidſon, at Gallaſhiels,” 
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